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Press victory 

HUNmEDS of joiandjists 
yesterday c d cbr g ^ didr 
victory in the ye8B<-^ 
stru^le to lepeA ifae iil> 
reputed pr^ law, known as 
Law 93, at an Extiaonfinaiy 
General Assentoly ' die 
ftess Syodieatb, rq»tts 
Mona El-NaUias. Law 93 
stiffened penalties fbc 
ticatioo offinoes and flneat^ 
oaed freedom of toe press. . 

Oairman of toe Tnsa 
Syndicate Itn^um >Iafie 
a^ members of the As- 
sembly ex p res s ^ toads to 
Preddeot Hosm Miibaiak 
tor -his fast -mhaile mfac- 
ventioD b of loiar- 

nalists by issuing a pres- 
idendal decree cmcdlrngj 
toe diqw^ law. " - | 

**Our vietoiy came as an i 
eloquent answer to those 
wtoo to nndi^ 

mine toe leading role of.toe 
press,” Nafie md toe .As= 
semUy. **Tbe victory we 
gained is a victory for-the 
values of freedom, justice 
and democraiy.'' 

Joumdisfs renewed their 
confideDce m Nafie md toe 
syndicatB’s council by re- 
jecting to^ coDeetive res- 
ignations,'. presented last 
week whffi it seemed as if 
their battle to secure a coin- 
promise with the govern- 
ment over a new press law 
was lost Journalists also 
approved a Code of Eddes 
to govern toe protos^orv 
wHh penalties for those ate 
violate professkoal values. 

(seep, 2) 

First contact 

us SECRETARY of State 
Wanen Oafatoitoer will 
visit Egypt and iszad next 
Tuesday and Wednesday, in 
Cairo be wiU tSscuss wito 
PresMtent Hosni Mitoarak 
dte results of toe Ai^ sum- 
mit and the peace process 
after the announcement cf 
die policies of toe new Is- 
raeli govennseot. 

The trip will ato fooduce 
toe first direct omtact be^- 
tween a US official amd 
new Isadi Prime Minister 
Binyamm J^etanyabu, who 
' is aqKdsd to Wash- 
mgttmeaify-m Ju^. ~;: V 
The US State Department 
^xtoagnan said oo Tuesday 
Gbnstopber would 
make a loiter Middle East 
tour, whidi .would metude 
Syria, later in toe yen, pos- 
smly m July. The ^Ices- 
man dod^ questions 
about the appaicot contra- 
dictions between toe an- 
nounced US policy on Is- 
raeli seefcments and 
Netanyahu's vows to ccair 
I tinue bttikfing toem in die 
West Bank aod Syria's Go- 
lan Heights. 

^ Soap bombs 

BAHRAINI aoifaixities de- 
fiised a total of 13 hmne- 
' oia^ boi^ found hidden 
b padarts of soap and 
plac^ in sifiennaikets and 
shops, offidal sources said 
on Tuesday. R»bmtn has 
ben bit Iv a wave of unrest 
since December 1994 and 
has accused lia& of workiiig 
to topple the g o v e rnm ent ^ 
a Twiihitf ShTite 
group called HetouUab- 
Bahrain. 

Meanvtoile, the Stale Se- 
curity Court sentenced ei^ 
Bphrainw to between toSree 
and 15 years b pri^ for 
murttabg a ^freeman. 
Five odi« were jailed for 
^V^iagi>, incliKfing toich- 

ing aM «»wn>WH>g sdod 

^ces soulh ta:& cental 
Manama. 
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Scaling 
the summit 


FRESHLY painted kerbs striped black and white. Revamped 
planting schemes along the medimis of Salah Salem. Neatly 
mown grass, newly planted flowers. Cairo is a city m 
preparation for a summit Almost evoyffamg is bemg 
qjTuced up. 

On Saturday momii^ at 1 1 am, the leaders of more than 
20 Arab stats wilt descend on the Myoermos Hall of the 
International Conference Centre m Madinet Nasr, 
participants m the first full-scale Arab summit to be 
convened since the Gulf War. The summit’s inaugural 
speech will te delivered by President Mubarak b his 
capacity as head of state of tire host country. 

The logo for the summit, adapted from that used by toe 
Arab League, is a smgle olive branch, chosen as a 
reflection of toe aviations tiiat have inspired the meeting. 
Discussions will t^e place, and decisions made, around a 
vast oval table constructed from some 20 bdividual pieces. 
The specially commissioned mobile 'Yound table**, 
designed ^ Hossam Mustafa, has no bead and therefore 
eliminates potentially tiKUuy questions of protocol while at 
the same time symbolisbg toe spirit of unity and solidity 
that it is hoped will characterise the summit and its 

of activity as last mmute {neparations 
continue apace and any potential hitches are cmefully ironed 
out befne they have a chance to devel<^ mto problems. Tbe 
logistics and security ctxisideratioiis mvolved in hosting 
such an event and ensuring the safety of the various 
delegations are mind-bogging. The summit's mganisers, 
however, together wito tbe newly outfitted staff at toe 
Intemational Conference Centre, a|^>ear undaunted. They 
lenudn confident tiiat evetytiibg will run smoothly, not 
(east, aecordiitt to Interior Mmister Hassan El-Aifi, Cairo's 
day to day traffic. 


Towards a common agenda 

Arab leaders meeting in Cairo for the first time in six years will attempt to revive Arab solidar^y. Nevine Khalil reviews their agendas 


The Itmg>aw8illed Arab suomait will opea m Cairo an Sat- 
urday. Twoa^'president s , monarebs and top ofi^als will 
: gatocrfor v^ishi^XMl tobe.tiie tunuiigofaiiewpage 
minter-Ai^.r^ation^ maik^ ovar toe post six years by 
deep ^plds toffiacences. ' 

Altoou^ toe summit was anoounoed after the 

nanow victory of tbe ijgltt-wiqs Bbyamm Netanyahu b 
tiib Israeli electkm^ Piesidau Hosni Mubarak has re- 
peatei% affirmed ttet tiie sunmut was not called m re- 
aetkm to ibe new govexpniait, but lathei as a stq> to ineec 
1 a for Amb.cbcHdSnalioa . 

/'faaq, whose hrramon of KuwaUb 1990 led to sbaip de^ 
tericnatkai' m-bter-Axab relations.' was.not invited to tbe 
simnmt But somces dose to toe meeting sab tiiat toe is- 
sue of lexnt^atmg Iraq will be cm the summit agenda. 
Artto lb«agn.mxDosteis nuxting m Cairo tomonow mom- 
mg ere expected to finalise a proposed statement lobeis- 
sui^ by Alb) leaders after ibeu: two-day meeting. 

Fomgn hfinister Amr Moussa told repoitera tiiat con- 
tact have bees u ud et way with tfifiersnt Atab gove^ 
mends to reach a consensus on the snsuxnt agemda, whidi 
is'iexpected to conegntrate on two i na jw poinla: Anbieo- 
oocSibioo and teadiuQgu commm stand on tile future of 
peace n^otiatioDS wito IsneL 

Acccstfing to Arab soaroes; Palestine, . Syria and Ldi- 
asoD win seek an Arab strategy to pressure load into 
comply^ with toe had-for-peaee formula. 

The Palestinians want a dear stand by Arab leaders on 


JoDsaleza and Fakstinian statehood, and it was reported 
tiiat Arafat wiU ask tbe gathered leaders to issue a state- 
ment announcing their recognition of an independent Pal- 
estinian state w& Jerusalem as its csqntal. Aratot dearly 
needs such suf^xut, e^iecially after toie announcement 1^ 
Netanyahu in hfa policy guidelines, presented to the Is- 
raeli pariiament oo Tuesday, that be mil not accept an in- 
dqiendent Palestinian state, the tovisioa of Jeru^em or 
withdrawal from the Golan Heists. 

Meanwhile, Syria is rqiortedly emning to tbe summit 
wito the. stronger tenns pf future lelatbns 

'between toe Actos aai Israel. Damascus will ask Arab 
leaders to lemstate the economic boyratt of Israel and 
freeze tiw Dornrtalisation process. Syria wiU also sedc 
Arab supprat against Tuik^. Retations between the two 
countries have soured fdlowing a military pact between 
Turkey and Israel and conflict over use of water from the 
Euphrates River. Before tiie summit, Ankara warued 
Arab countries against backing Syria's stance on the sen- 
sitive water issue. 

Acconimg to Syrian sources, Damascus will also put in 
a good word for Inm dio^ tbe summit Such a sta^ by 
Syria is Iflsely to upset the Arab Gulf countri^ who coo- 
Tehran as a majw tiueat to security in the oil-ridi 
region. Besides Iran's occiq>ation of tira islands be- 
Inng ing n> toe United Arab Emirates, toe latest annotmee- 
ment Bahrain that it has foiled an Inmian plot to over- 
throw its government has added salt to the wounds. 


As for Lebanoo, whose negMiations witii Israel are 
stron]^ linked to devdopmeuls on the Syrian track, Ld> 
anese President Elias Ei-Hrawi is eiqpected to call u^ 
Arab leaders to ezz^Thasise tire dem^ for Israeli wnto- 
drawal from south Lebanon. Lebanon believes tiiat if the 
Ai^ come out wito a united ^and on Israel, Tel Aviv 
will think twice before attackiDg its soutbeni territories. 

Egypt's agenda is broad arid non-specific. President 
Hosni Mubarak said that the summit aims “to siijnoit the 
peace process with a clear Arab virion which sa^uards 
toe Arabs’-legitiniate rights.’* It. also includes Arab rec- 
cMMriliation and cooperation, relations wito ncm-Arab 
neighbours like Iran and Turkey, as well as wito various 
regional and iatMuational blocs. 

Jordan appeared to have no set agenda of hs own, with 
tbe Jordan^ Prime Minister Abdel-Karim Al-Kid»riti 
declaring that Amman looks forward to tbe summit as a 
means of establishii^ a common Arab stand based on 
mutual trust and a joint strategy. Kabariti denied reports 
toat Jordan wanted to {riaoe toe issue of tertorisQ! on the 
summit's agenda. 

Accordi]^ to observer^ bolding tbe summit after six 
years of divirion is in itself quite an accoaq^isImienL 
However for real progress to be achieved, At^ leaders 
will have to prove that the summit is mt just for show. At 
tins critical juncture, many analysts agree, Arab um'ly is 
more necessary than ever, because, as UAE Piesideot 
Sheikh Zayed AJ-Nahyan put it, 'The absence of an ef- 


foctive Arab stand is undoubtedly tire reason behind die 
loss of Arab rights." 

Iraq’s absenre at this summit has been criticised by 
some Arab states like Morocco, which said that a united 
Arab stand cannot be reached writiXHit all countries being 
presenL It is yet unclear wbetiier Morocco will be repre- 
sented by its h^ of stete, King Hassan IL 

There may be last minute efforts, however, to guarantee 
tbe highest possible levd of representatioo at the summit 
It was tqxnled tiiat an unannounced meeting had taken 
jAace in Cairo besween tiie foragn ministers of Egypt 
Syria and Saudi Arabia — the three states initiating toe 
summit — to c<»rvince more Arab leaders to attend toe 
meeting. Asked by Al-Ahram Wedth\ tbe Egyptian For- 
eign Mmi:^ would not ctmfinn or reports of a two- 
bw meeting. However, sources told AFP toat tbe three 
mmisfers bad looked at ‘Nrays to remedy the absence of 
several Arab leaders, so that tbe decisions taken at tbe 
meeting will carry greater weight". 

Tbe Arab leaders will gather in the Mycerinos Hall at 
the Cairo International Conference CenM on Saturday, 
where P resident Mubarak will give an opening address at 
around mid^y. “In tbe stunmit's final statement, wv want 
to announce to tiie world that we are preparing our coun- 
tries for a new period marked by toe end of disunity and 
the b^mniog of united Arab rai^'' Mubarak said earlier 
in the week. It is also expected that a mechanism will be 
instated to follow op Arab actioiL 


The soul of Sharon 

Netanyahu's government was cobbled together this yveek. It augurs 
' ill for the peace process, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem 


welcome to Family 

Farm Holidays in Austria 


After a swearing-in cerememy rqilete with 
hi^dnnna — or bi^ force — on 18 June, 
Israeli Prime Minister Bfoyamin Ne- 
tairjrafau presented his new government to 
the 14tfa Knesset, utoere it vras endorsed 
by 62 votes to SO. 

T^cen with tiie go vemm en t 's policy 
guideUnes publfabed one day befwe, the 
new Israeli admnustration augin a riiift to 
the ri^t in faradi dwaestic and, e»- 
.aeolially, a rqectiooist stance to tbe ter ms 
of tte Orio peace accrads. 

Matters are lik^ to be made worse by 
tiie fiactious natnre of laael's new six- 
party coalition, a foctmade visible N^ . 
taoyw's foilure to form a gove mm e n t by 
*i"« of the I^iesset's opening fast 
Tuesday. Netan}«ta' is cuxreDdy not mily 
Ist^'s ^ome miidstcx; be is alro imnig t e r 
of boosing and leligioos afihiis. This 
■maagmg of Offices is Icss out of ambition 
than whst has become dubbed in laael's 
political circles as the “Slaron problem'*. 

F<z all his hawkdrii views — and also 
because of them — Ariel Shszonis 1^ for 
die most popdar paUtiaan in the new Is- 
neli govennnein, commsnding stqqxat 
fr»m & ranks of toe main Sepnardi and 
parties as well as fiom the grass- 
roots of 1 m own Likud Party. On 17 Ji^ 
SharoD was told tiwt he would be housing 
mituster. He accepted only to find out tost 
Netaityabu bad made 4 prior deal to qilit 
^ pcstfolio between himself and a deiwty 
tnimster from tite oitoodoR United Toirii 
• jrafaism bloc. SharoD. (eft Jerusalem in a 
baff, vtoile Netsityaliu derided to .freeze 
his tnioileot mon^ Of the Knesset out of 


the govemmeoL It didn't work. 

lost prior to toe announcement of the 
government on 18 June, Netanyahu's slat- 
re foreign minister, David Le^, declared 
toat be would not serve in a criiinet with- 
out Sharon. Yet, 1^ nightfo^ Levy had 
been sworn to as fonejga minister. Tliis, 
say sources, was on condition toat Sharon 
would have a post in tbe cabinet via the 
creation of a new mhtis&y. National Infra- 
structure. This would put Sharon at the 
helm of all energy resources, water and 
electricity systems, and airport and port 
construction in IsraeL Mu^ more om- 
inously toe Palestinians, h would also 
give taSm a firee hand over roads, incIndiDg 
toe construction of settler bypass high- 
ways in tire West Bank and Cfaza. Sharon 
has yet to accq)t but, say sources, be is 
*^coDsidernig the offer". 

The appointment of Sharon to head such 
a strategic muti^ would hardly be good 
news for Palestinian fteskfant Yasser Ar> 
afiit Mid the Palestinian National Autiiority 
(PI^). But the real fear las been fonoed 
by tbe coalition's poUqt guidelines which, 
if mtylemeated, would bi^ toe peace pro- 
cess cm boto its Palestinian red Syrian 
tracks. 

While m his tfiening Knessri address, 
Neteyahu said that Is^ would seek ne- 
gotiad^ wito Syria and Ldantn '^vitoout 
. oeconditioDs", toe gukletines flady contn- 
mA this. They state dot ‘Tsraei will retain 
. soveirigoty over toe Grian Heights" as 
^Tfae for re atnngement whfa Syria". 

On toe Palestinian question, the giiide- 
itfwg^ if anytoing, are even nme hanfline. 


They express opposition to a Palestinian 
state as well as to the return of PaJestinire 
refrigees to tbe Occupied Territories for 
fear of the threat this would pose to Is- 
rael's “demographic security". Jerusalem 
will not only stay under Israel’s “exclusive 
sovereignty"; actions will be taken to “eu- 
hance social and economic status of 
tin greater Jerusalem area". There is no 
mentioo of either tbe Oslo accords or UN 
resolutions 242 and 338 — siq^)os^y toe 
bases of tbe finri-status negotiations — 
nor, telliDgly, of settlements, although in 
hfa Knres^ speech Netanyahu pled^ to 
‘*encourage sttd eme pf* thiwghret “181301 
Judea azM Samaria {i.e. die West Bank], 
and Gaza". 

As fw the PNA, Netanyahu promised 
“go^ neigbbouily relations ai^ coop- 
eration" in return for the PNA preserving 
its “undertakings on security". The only 
dimmer of hope was a statement by new 
Internal Security Minister Avigdor Ka- 
balani Sat in bis opinion Netanyahu 
“shoidd and would" order tbe Imeli 
anny's partial redeployment in Hebron. 

As A^t heads for the Arab summit in 
Cairo on 22-23 June, be will push for Arab 
solidarity and call on the assembled lead- 
eis to ''recognise" a Palestinian state “with 
JerusalCT as its capital". But he must also 
be pomdering tbe wisdom of gambl^ all 
on tte Oslo fonnula. Thus far it has 
luoi^t neither statehood nor Jerusalem, 
but re Isrseli govenuneat whose fae^ may 
be* on toe shoulders of Bfnyamm Ne- 
tanyahu but whose soul is drrven by the 
colonial an^tions of Arid Sharon. 


Netanyahu’s declaration of war 


AS BINYAMIN Netatyahyu bogan his first day m office, Arab 
cootniies warned toat toe minnmpfpmigng ^ toe new Israeli 

government would inq>edl toe prece process. 

Fmrign l^&iister Am Moiosa was une ha ra ci eristically vitriolic 
inhis leaetua and said aa Tvesday fto Netaqyafan's 'stance would 
have a n^ative efito on.toB.peace {soe^ **The stateneot,” lie 
satd^ “raised more, questioos tore answers red rafthufavi too nony 
*nos*: No to toe Fklestimre stale, nato witixin^ from toe Syrian 
itri ghig and DO to o^odatiofiB over toe status <rf Jerusalem." 

Syria fqjected Israd's call .fbr uncooditiooBl negtuiatioDs, and 
toe Syriregoveamientsew^qar Ttshrbt said Iriks would not re- 
sume as as Netanyahu xefiised toe hntofor-peace formula. 
Syrian d' pkw'ats called on Arab counn^ to hah all moves to- 
wflidssmntidisatiQn red tig^iten toeir economic bitycon of Israel. 


Palestinian leader Yassn- Aiafot urged toe countries that co- 
sponsored toe Middle East peace process to ensure that Israel met 
its commitments under pr^ously signed peace agteemeots. He 
told a news conference in Beijing thtf this was not a bilacerri 
sue ‘toecause peace is a regional and international need". And in 
Jerusalem, Aluned EoraL a top aide of Arafot, said toe policies of 
die new laaeli gov e rnment axnouated to a declaration of war. 

In the first sessire of toe Israeli go\-eroinent held yesterday and 
attended by semm miTitaiy officers and top officials of the secur- 
ity services, Netanyahu was quick to stress the greater powm 
given to him under the new electoral law. The cabinet diseussioD 
focused pni^ly the creation of a US-siy(e Natkmal Security 
CouzKil ^ving toe pime minirtM- pirye direct control over de- 
fence and security-related issues. 
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Outcry over 
Zaqaziq precedent 

fb 

.A dispute over supervision of a PhD thesis 
.in a provincial university may be opening 
-the door for discrimination against women 
jh academia. Dina Ezzat reports 


'A baKle between a male graduate student and a professor in 
cbemisiry dqxinmein at the University of Zaqaziq — in 
.tbe Nile Delta city of Zaqaziq, may be a time bomb waiting 
fio explode in the careers of bundreds of women academics. 

•Tlie problem began with an official request submitted by 
•PJiD student Mohamed Sherif to his department demanding 
ttei the committee supervising his resetuch and viva “should 
contain no female element”. 

■'„A recent court ruling allowed Sherif to begin his research 
,under the supervision of the head of the Chemistry De- 
partment a man, while the State Deputies Commission — a 
consulting body attached to the Supreme Constitutional 
.Court — reaches a deeistoa on the matter. 

,,The verdict the court said, bad been made out of concern 
,'for the student's academic interest It could be years before 
t(te State Deputies' decision is handed down. University 
i^les allow a maximum of five years for a PhD student who 
Js also a staff member, to complete his research and write 
bis thesis. 

. ^..“Rejecting our supervision because we are women is com- 
^etely unacceptable,” said Somayah El-Sbeikh, one of two 
w,omen professors who were su^wsed to co-supervise the 
.proposed thesis, along with another male colleague. “It was 
not only an insult for us as professors, who should be treated 
\Y.ith respect by our Junior staff and students, but also as 
.women because it undermined our profiKSional rights {to be 
treated equally].” 

“This request has set a devastating precedent.” argued El- 
.Sheikh. “How can 1 know that tomorrow I won't enter my 
class to find my male students protesting against being lec- 
.tured by a woman, or refusing to have women students with 
them in the same classroom?”. 

• The odier woman professor involved was not available for 
^mment, 

■I The request was passed from the head of the Chemistiy 
Department to the deait and the board of the Faculty of Sci- 
.dice, and the rector of the university. However it was wily 
the dean-supervised Acuity board that approved it. The rec- 
reverse of the facul^'s decision was ftonn by the 
court verdict that temporarily gruted the student Us wish. 

“This discrimination... stands in direct contradiction with 
die law and constitution, as well as human rights conven- 
tjons to which Egypt is signatory,” criticised an appeal for 
action put out by a group of women's and h uman rights or- 
ganisations. 

• , .The groups appealed lo all concerned organisations and ac- 
tivists “to join forces against what is a clear act of gender 
discrimination, as yet unprecedented in the history of Egyp- 
tj^ universities”. 

. But according to Ahmed Bassiouni, the dean of the faculty 
at the centre of press attention m the two-month disputq, 
.*There is no intention of anti-women discrimination what- 
ever”. The decision to remove the two women professors 
fjpm the committee that was to supervise SheriTs PW. he 
added, “was based on the foct that the student had serious 
problems with these two professors and we thought it 
for ev^one if they didn't have to worit together”. 

• Sherif alleges that while supervising his MA, El-Sbeikh 
had abused Sherifs family’s good contacts and demanded 
*i)ig favours”. 

“Then the demands became too much for us to meet and I 
cfecided I did not want to do my PhD with her or foe other 
woman professor, who is a good .friend of hens,” Sherif 

While admitting that his letter was wmtied in db- 
ciiminatory tones. Sherif insisted:. ”It was not my intentiop ■ 
to say 'no women' at all. That was just my way of refen^ 
to these two women professors without naming names”. llis 
reason for referring to foe women indirectly, be said, was 
“out of fear that foey would end up on the supervising com- 
mittee. in which case I would not be in a fevourable situa- 
tion”. m 40. > 

He added: swear 1 would not have minded any other 

woman professor.” Nevertheless, .foe altem^ve names si%- 
gested by Sherif to supervise his thesis are q^usively mi^ 
“That was because these professi^ were .the t»es worid% } 
in the area that 1 wanted to work: on fc»:my degree. It bSSd ' 
nothing to do with them being men.” counfered Sherif. 

El-Sheikh categorically rejects allegations of abuse of 
po^^rr on her side. She insists that Sh^f was motivated. by 
his “reactionary” ideas, and said she would do eveiythibg 
she could to reverse this decision. “1 know this guy. I 
worked with him before and he has reactionary attitudes to- 
wards women,” she said. 

. According to Hala Shukrallah, member of foe New Wom- 
an Research Centre, “Regardless of the Hne details and the 
inter-departmental problems, this case sets a serious prec- 
edent b^use it offers a rule that could be used in other 
places of worit. It is actually a sfaiff in the norms of ^ 
ci^”. 

The Z^aziq University case 1ms caused a public outciy. 
Responding to a widespr^ press covera^. Minister of Ed- 
uction Hussein Kamel Bahaeddin declar^ that his ministry 
would not allow or tolerate discrimination against women. 

Discrimination against women hi foe workplace and on foe 
labour market is not limited to tfeii incidenL Many work^ 
women complain of maigimilisafian in fevour of their male 
c'ounteiparts, and many companies, government-owned ones 
included, restrict the right of application for certain jobs to 
male contenders. 

.'The constitution clearly stipuiatds full equality for all cit- 
izens regardless of their gender, llgypt is a signatoty of a 
number of international treaties foit iqect all forms of 
crimination against women. But, cteqilain women’s groups, 
they are often not properly enfonfed. 
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President and Mrs Mnbarak and Prime Minister Ei-Ganzonri (centre) listen to El-SberiTs presentation 


Media Day in Media City 

PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak, joined ^ ^ M«^k a^^ 
nonfoer <rf jmmmeiic writets, journalists -rt?lahned as 

ffla Div on a 5-hour tour of 

Egypt’s answer to Arne’s Universal SUKto Neviae Kbalil roou 

SS^October City, son» 40fcm oo^es 
foe vast compound is still under constnictiorL Mubarak 
*l>hase 2 " of foe project, which includes 

ctSTa forest areaTa Bedouin vUlage, an mr 

a l,50a«sat theatre bouse. Mubarak also gave 
Channel 8 which hioadcasts ftom foe Upper 
Media City was initiaHy estimated to ^ SI ! d& 

fowirt 14-siudio cbn^tex has yet to be b uilt; an d ® £ 

number of pexfonnances of Pharaonic dm cing, wa ^ *** iSeJais ac 
ceepts from Sayed Darwidi’s Shehrazade operetta. offici^ 
companyiog foe president included People * Ass^b^S^OT ^ 
tin ^ur^uia CouncQ Speaker Mustefe t^m al Hetai i^ 

. Minister Kamal Ei-Ganzouit and a number of goyerament min^v 
Also in attendance was a swarm of Egypt’s tap jour^i ^ 
by thrir syndicate ebairman, Ibrahim Naffe, wntets, actoiS, directors 

aM media people. 


It was a week of victory celebrations for journalists. After a year-long struggle, and last-minute intervention by President Mubarak, the "infamous 
Law 93 was scrapped and Egypt has a new press law. Mona EMiahhas reports from the Press Syndicate, and Ga mal Essam El-Pin from pariiament 

Light at tunnel’s end 


P resident's Hosni Mubarak’s 
intervention at foe llfo hour 
last week resolved a year-long 
stand-ofT between journalists 
and the government over press free- 
doms. A Presidential de c ree issued 
last Ibursday aboliriusd Law 93 and 
paved the way for the draiting bf a 
freer press law. 

in a meeting on Saturday with foe 
Press Syndicate's council md leading 
journalists, led by Chairman Ibrahim 
Nafie. Mubarak underlined that “free- 
dom of the press is basic and no of- 
ficial can chaOenge it” 

However, the president cautioned 
journalists foat fo^ must “reflect so- 
ciety's values and not attack the pri- 
vate lives of individuals or the pres- 
tige of state institutions”. 

Journalists agreed that without the 
intervention of president Mubarak, 
the People's Assdnbly would have' 
followed foe same course as the Shura 
CounciL and passed a press law 
which ignores journalists' demands. 

Last Sunday, foe People's As- 
sembly sqjproved by consensus the 
Presidratial decree Mubarak bad re* 
feired to it three days before. 


Also on Sunday, Nafie and mem- 
bers of tte Pre^ Syndicate’s Council 
met with Prime Minister Kamal El- 
Ganzouri and discussed die final foon 
of the second draft for foe new press 
law. El-Ganzouri a^eed to introduce 
amendments to five articles of the 
di^ 

“The prime minister was responsive 
to most of foe suggestions we made 
and deoKfostrated a desire to leadi a 
solution”, Nafie told journalists after 
foe meeting. 

The amendments were foen for- 
warded to the People's Assembly and 
(« Tuesday, tbe d^ was finally en- 
acted. Alttough journalists feel foe 
law does not fulfill all tiieir demands, 
they see it as a vast improvemenL 

“Our main target was to repeal Law 
93, and we managed to realise this 
goal. But, we still hope to reach a civ- 
ilized dr^ which guarantees press 


freedom. This 

us to double our ef- 
forts”, said Yehia (^al- 
lash, member of the syn- 
dicate’s council. 

This week's Jobilarion 
contrasted sba^Iy with 


die previous week's atmosphere of de- 
spondency. Hie draft pr^ law then 
under deMte in the Shura Council and 
the Media and Culture Committee of 
the People's Assenfoly had ignored 
foe journalists demand for die abroga- 
tion of Law 93, which had introduce 
preventive detention of Journalists be- 
ing investigated for pubKeation of- 
fices. stiffened penalties for such of- 
fences and made terms of 
imprisonment mandatory in most of 
fom 

Members of both foe Shura Council 
and tbe assembly's Media and Culture 
Committee were totally unre^xnistve 
to the amendments suggested by jour- 
nalist members as well as the Prera 
Syndicate with die aim of malting foe 
new law more le^ionave to their de- 
mands and press freedom. In foeir 8 tii 
Extraordina^ General Assembly in a 
little over 12 months, on Wednesday 


12 June, Joumalists were in an uproar. 
All 12 menfoers of die Qmfocate 
council had sifomitted their coUeetive 
resignation eariier that week. Syn- 
dicate Chairman, Ibrahim Nafie, in 
his opening remarks to the assembly, 
announced his own resignation. Tte 
asseofoly, however, decided to post-, 
pone any decision on the-resignationa 
until foeir next session, held yes- 
terd^. 

. A faint of what was in store came 
near foe end of die 12 June assembly, 
when Nafie revealed diat be had met 
with Mubarak on the prevtous eve- 
oh^, and diat the presid^ had prom- 
ised to intervene. 

Salah 'Eissa, a former xtusnber of 
the council and one of die leading fig- 
ures of die year-long battle, seems to 
be satisfied with dre final outcome. 
However, be noted that journalists 
should cootimie Ifa^ efforts until all 


requires 


A one-year dispute be- 
tween tbe Press Syn- 
dicate and tbe govern- 
ment was laid to rest 
this week as frie People's As- 
sembly finally pas^ two new 
laws, one approving a pres- 
idential decree abolishing Law 
93, which by stiffening pen- 
alties for publication offences 
triggered the fo^ute. foe other 
to enact a new press law. 

“in this historic session, we 
can all be proud diat one cloud 
has vanished,” Prime Minister 
Kama} El-Ganzouri told the 
People’s Assembly. “When this 
cloud first appeared, ^ first 
and final demand of the Press 
Syndicate to the presidmt was 
foe cancellation of preventive 
custody for joumalists under in- 
vestigation for publication of- 
fences,” said El-Ganzouri. 

Last wedc, after almost one 
year of negotiations between 
the Press Synfocate and the 
government, tfaiogs were look- 
ing grim for joumalists. A new 
law, ignoring most of their de- 
mands, was about to be en- 
acted. But foUowing an appe^ 
to President Mubarak from the 
Press Syndicate, tbe president 
last Thursday issued a decree 
cancelling Law 93 and re- 
enacting legislation under tbe 
1937 Penal Code on publica- 
tion offences. Tbe decree was 
^iproved by foe Assembly's 
L^islative and Constitutional 
Committee on Saturday morn- 
ing, debated by the full As- 
sembly on Saturday evening, 
and finally passed on Sunday 
morning. 

Tbe Assembly adopted only 
one change to the 1937 statute, 
raisi^ tte maximum fine for 
publication offences from 
LE5,000 to LE20,000. Kamal 
El-Sharii, minister of state for 
f^iamentary afiains, said the 
rise in fines was necessary to 
keep pace wifo inflation. 

However, this did not go 
down well with Ali Path Q- 
Bab, an MP for tbe Islamist- 
oriented Labour Party, who ab- 
stained from voting on tiie law, 
because, he said, the paialties 
were b^ond the fina^aJ ca- 
pacity of most journalists. 

Aim on Sunday, the As- 
sembly b^an debming tiie new 
draft press law. The draft had 
been formulated by a joint com- 
mittee of journalists tmd legal 
experts, set up on foe in- 
structions of President Mu- 
barak following journalist pro- 
tests at Law 93. The foafe 
togefoer with amendments sug- 
g«ted by the journalists, was 
submitted for discussion before 
foe Shura CounciL which 
pass^ foe draft without in- 
cluding any of the journalists' 
amendments. 

I^ly frustrated by tbe fe- 
rocity of the Shura Council’s 
opposition to their donaads, 
and expecting an action replay 
when the draft reached the Peo- 
frfe’s Assembly, journalists ap- 
pealed to Presid^ Mubarak to 
act as a final arbiter. 

Aware of Mubarak's pres- 
idential decree and his, and die 
prime minister’s, m ee tings with 
tile journalists, members of the 


Pecple’s Assembly took a soft- 
er line than their Shura Council 
counterparts. Shura Council 
members, puticulaiiy lawyers, 
had adopted an unyielding, hos- 
tile attiWs to ^ journalists’ 
demands. In the Prople's As- 
sembly, however, the mood was 
fiiendly, with prase beeped on 
Mubat^ for his dedication to 
press freedom. 

As foe negMiations between 
Ganzouri the Syndicate 
Council continued. People's 
Assembly Speaker Fathi Soraur 
played time, giving the floor 
to a large number of deputies to 
discuss tile law in principle 
(rather foan article by aiticle). 
Minister El-Sbazli emphasised 
diat foe new “press-ir^ating” 
law was prii^ly aimed at 
achieving a balance between 
press fre^m and foe raictity 
of private life. The new law, be 
allied, included a number of 
privilqges for die press, such as 
the ri^t to access of in- 
formation (tfaroi^ establishing 
I»ess dquitments in all govern- 
ment ministries and bofoes), tiie 
ri^t to attend public confer- 
ences and meetiztgs, cancelling 
preventive custr^ for journal- 
ists under investigation fbr pub- 
lication offences •(with the ex- 
c^on of tiiose accused of 
violating Article 179 of foe Pe- 
nal Code — insulting tbe pres- 
ident), and protecting jotmial- 
ists frnn search or arrest in 
their woriqplace. 

Salab El-Tarory, rii««"nan 



JonrnaUstsgatba* around Nafie in a victorious general assembly yesterday ph<^: Mohamed 


of foe Assembly’s Media and 
Culture Committee, said foe 
new law was a necessary st^ 
to keep abreast of new soci^ 
and political develc^nnents. 

Howevo*, opposition dep- 
uties were mote critical Ay- 
jiian Nour, a Wafdist journalist, 
crateoded that the tteft was a 
pateb -19 job rather than the re- 
suh of integrated stuth'- “1 ob- 
ject to law because it 
comes sfaMt of our h'ounial- 
ists’] ambitions,” said Nour. 

Mohamed EI-Dohhi, ^>eak- 
ing for die leftist Tagtmmu 
P^, also objected to tiie law 
in principle. *fbe law, he said, 
still included severe penalties 
fix' pubiication offeoces, dting 
the retention of jxeventive de- 
tention of joumalists under Ar- 
ticle 179. Ragab Hemida, 


^waiting fbr the Liberal Party, 
said the new law fell ^K»t of 
the joumalists* totrands, ftirex- 
anqile maintaiinng die right of 
the pob'ce to search foe homes 
of journalists in connection 
with publication offences. 

Sirnilar opinimis were voiced 
Sameb Asbour of the Nas- 
serist Party, and Ali Fatb £1- 
Babof the Labour While 

Asbour. criticised tbe law for 
giving the Shura Council and 
tiie Hitler Press Council the 
iqiper hand in ocmtioUing foe 
press. Path El-Bab said foe law 
did not impose penalties tn 
state officials who give journal- 
ists false infimnatioD or who re- 
fuse to give fnformatkxL 

On Monday morning govern- 
ment o^otiations w^ & 
dicate were still in p regess. 


This gave 20 more dqiuties die 
to speak on tbe law 
in principle. But when In- 
foni^mi Minister Safwat El- 
Sherif and Prime Mfoister Ka- 
ma! El-Ganzouri joined the ses- 
skm, the Assodrfy immedi- 
ately ^ down to business: a 
full debate of tiie articles of tiie 
new draft. 

Ten articles were discussed in 
the morning session, while in 
the evening sessit^ vritich con- 
timied past die As- 

sembly passed 53 articles. The 
most flgoificaht of tiie 

session was die deletiai of ar- 
ticles 45 and 46 of the new 
draft, which imposed penalties 
. langiDg from one year in prison 
or fines ranging from LE5.000 
to LE1S,000 for some publica- 
tion oftfences, sudi as slan- 


foeir demands are realised. 

“Such deniands include tbe aboli- 
tion of the prison sentences and all tiw 
penalties un^tennining freedom in 
case of publication offen^i the un- 
limited access to infonnarion, and the 
inherent right lo publish newspapers ” 
Eissa said 

Under Law 93, autbexities have in- 
terrogated, charged or sentenced 
around 100 journalists. Magdi Huss- 
ein, chief editor of tbe Islamist- 
oiiented AiSkeuxb, was the only jour- 
lulist to receive a final sentence when 
a Court of Appeals coofiimed last 
May his cme-year suqiended sentence 
and a LEI 5,000 fine. 

Hussdn was convicted of slan- 
dering foe son of Interior Minister 
Hassan EI-Aifi. Refusing to pay ^ 
on tiie grounds tiiat die ^wlition 
of Law 93 nullified his case, Hussein 
was detained by police on Tuesday 
monnng. However, a few hours 
later, tiie attimiey-general of 
the Central Cairo Prosecutioo 
Department decided to release 
Hussein, on condition tiiat he 
pay the fine in instalments over 
the next nine months. 


dering public officials or pariia- 
mem^ dimuties. In feet, tbe 
deletion of tb^ ankles was 
automatic, since tb^ bad been 
part of 93, which was re- 
pealed already by tiie Assembly 
on Sunday. 

On Tuesday morning, the As- 
sembly disciBsed the remaining 
20 articles, witiiout introdudng 3 
any amendmems. In the final 
vote; 14 dqxilies — three Waf- 
dists, five Tagamrou dqiutks, 
one Liberal I^trty deputy, and 
five indeprodei^ ab^iined. 
None voted against 

Speaking for tbe Wafdists. 
Yassin Serageddin said tbe new 
law had not taken into account 
die Wafd’s request fbr the ab- 
olition of the Higher Press 
Council and still contained 
some stiff penalties. Tagammu 
member Rmtfitt Seif also be- 
lieved foe new law did not ^ 
far enough, because it retained 
scMiie measures which opposed 
pr^ fieedran, such as tight- 
eoing procedures 00 Ikensing 
sew. newspapers, retaining im- 
prisomnCT for pubUcation of- 
fences (in foe case of Artide 
1 79), arid allowix^ tiie police to 
sea^ journalists homes witii- 
out the presence of a public 
IMOsecutw. The Liberal Pai^s 
Ragab Hemida and iodependent 
Mctiiamed Maizouq, agreed 
The law, they maixiniined, stiil 
contained hai^ penahies. Tins, 
said bfeizouq, would result in 
corruption in a vital period of 
the nation’s history. 


A breath of fresh 
air! 
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Succession feud leaves Wafd tom 

A senior member oMhe Wafd Party has warned of an imminent split after last week's election for the WaM's Supreme Authority. Omayma AMaHuitH reports 


Doctors 

Syndicate sues ^ 
judicial committee 


Endi^ weeks of speeula^ about the 
party's future, and following new^)Bper 
repc^ of an c^>en row betvraen the par- 
ty's chaimum and his tetAher, Cetml 
Assembly of the [ibexnl Party has 
elected a Wefitist Authority ■<— the new ti- 
tle for the Supreme Authnity. — Ac 
ty’s highest body, reqponaible for malor 
policy decisions. However, insidas maun-. 
tain that the power struggle within the par^ 
ty is far from over. 

The struggle centres over the succession 
to the pe^ leadership. Party leader Fuad 
Serageddin is now over 80. His younger 
brother. Yassin views hii^f as his nat- 
ural successor, but be ftces a 
from deputy chaitnuoi No’man Goinu, 
backed by a powerful bloc of supporters, 
known as the Paris Groiq). 

The Genetal Assembly was attended by 
860 delegates ftxxn 25 govemorates. Last 
Friday, Ae assembly elected 40 auAority 
memoers from among 80 candidates. It 
also apuMoved amendi^ts to the party ’4 
internal statutes, allowing party phairn^ 
Fuad Seraggedm to select anomer 20 — 
instead of ID — members of the Waftiist . 
Authority. 

Last w^'s assembly was dornttMigd 
infighting and dissent ovct appointmems 
to leadmhip posts. Disagreement often 
developed into verbal batdes, and eoofHet 
erupted into Ae open between simortets 
of Gomaa and Yassin Seraggedm, wlA 
leaflets being distributed utging delates 
to vote for me Paris Groif). Tlie Gmnaa 




Fouad Seragedtfin 






Yatrin Ser^eddlo 



Ne'man Gomaa 


Ayman Nour 


Action also obstructed Ahmed EL 
Khawaga, the heed of Ae Bar Assodatioo 
and an oppoc^ of Gomaa, in paying ^ 
membenup dues to prev^ him nom 
nominating hiinself fbr membenhip of Ae 
Waftlist AuAoriiy. AdAng to dw fii- 
R»e, some lawyers, including patty mem- 
ber Adly E!-Moul^ are tt^g legal ac- 
tion a^inst the party, ehaig^ tto Ae 
Sections were rigged and dut the results 
should be declared null and void. 

,Aoooiding to obaecvecs, Ae Gomaa 
camp su c ceed e d in gening many of their 
membos elected to the party's ruling 


party's ruunber ooc post.” 

A top pt^ member described Ae re- 
sults as ‘Vlimpointing eqieeially to Ae 
young groups In the party.” 

**liM results will allow dm Aw ageing 
faces who have been coatrolling Ae 


self had declined to attend Friday's Gener^ 
al Assembly in protest against Ae Paris 
Group's dominatTon of par^ affairs. 

But Fuad Soageddin, Ae party chairs 
man, speaking to Al-Ahram two 


Aces who have been eontrolUng dm party days after the elecdon. denied reports of a 

since its ino^on to tighten Aeir hold on “eivtl war** between the Wafa’s lead- 

dw party's afnita and its top posts,” e«n- erahip, partieuiariy his younger brother 



ailing 

ageddin. 

Though Gomaa was not available for 
oommeot, a source eloae to him said the 
restdts have rmsfore^ his pc^on "and 
even made him a strong caimidate fiM* the 


par^ s anaita and its top posts, 
mented the source, who asked that hU 
name be widAdd. 

Ayman Nour, leader of a grwp of and- 
Gomaa Waftfista, said Ae elections 
showed that Gomaa had su c ceeded m 
ousting Yassin Serageddin and his sup- 
pwteia fttun the party's top poshions. 

Nour warned of dm nmninent emer- 
gence of a breakaway movement imdtf his 
leadership “who cannot operatt under Ae 
false democracy of and added 

diat there would be further ri^ widun the 

Nour said Aat Yassin Serageddin him- 


erahip, partieuiariy his younger brother 
Yassin and Gomaa. RunuMus of a po\^ 
struggle had persisted for year^ he said, 
and had their origin in speculations about 
who would succeed him upon hb deaA 
There were, added the oetogensrmn Se- 
raggedin, “teadere and cadres within the 
Waftl espable of continuing our march 
without exposing Ac party to Avision.” 

"The poA-Fuad Smggedin Wafd will 
be sbtmg end united,” ind«art Ser- 
Bgeddin, who fbreeast thet he might not 
live to chair the next General Assembly. 

However, m Ae midst of rumours of fu- 
rious rows between Fuad and Yassin Ser- 


Bgeddin because Ae chairman Avours 
Gomaa over his younger brother — re- 
ports are also circulating witi^ the Wafd 
tbtt Serageddin has been worldng to heal 
a rift between Yassin end Gonias. 

The yt^ger Serageddin himself 
brushed aside reports of competition be- 
twetn him and Gor^ and declined to 
comment on rumours Aat Gomaa had 
been named as his tmAer's successor. 

“These are groundless rumours... The 
leadership will be decided at the next 
General Assembly,” be told the IVedefy. 
Yassin Seragetuln refused to ac- 
knowledge that recent events were synqih 
tomatic of a power struggle. A plurality of 
views was natural and part and parem of 
demoere^, be said. 

Saad Fakhiy Abdel-Nour, me of the 
two newly-elected Coptic Wafdist Author- 
ity members, said tiiat tiie election of two 
out of four Coptic candidates was a rea- 
sonaUe result 

He expects changes in the party wiA die 
emergei^ of new, younger figures. 'Hlie 
party will -wiAess change because many 
of Ae younger groups are represented for 
the first time m Ae Waftiist leadership,” 
hetoldthe Wreity. 

AnoAer member predicted tfatf major 
changes in the Wafa's policies were un- 
likely. If Gomaa, were to be elected chair- 
man, the party would be likely to focus 
mote on “business deals”, but ib re- 
iaiimiship whfa other political parties 
would remain unchanged. 


Constitution versus the iaw 


A study in Egypt's legislative aystem Ae Centre 
for Human Mghts Legal Aid (OfRLAX a non- 

g iveremental organisation, concludes Aat dams of 
WB are In vtoiatioo of Ae eonstihitioa. 

The repitft claims Ae ^typtian ie^lative stracture 
has beco^ comqitedi ana calls fbr lending Ae Su- 
preme Constitutional Court mme powers to put an end 
to what Ae repwt describes as the lAenomenon of un- 
coRstinitional Aws. Officials at ^ legislative m- 
stinitioos, bovrever, assert Aat the rnort exaggerates 
the problems, while accqjting that trumloftw do some- 
times occur. 

According to CHRLA statistics, the Supreme Con- 
stitutional Court has ruled a total of w laws un- 
constitutional. The constimtionBlity of many more 
laws is currently being contested befim the court 
Rulings by dw Simreme Consritutioiial Court Ae re- 
port said, reveled Am aidi uncoostitudo^ htws vi- 
olated nearly 2S per cent of the provisioos of Ae 1971 
constitution, as well as violating human limits and civ- 
il liberties. These include Ae of eveiy citix e n to 
be tried before his “naturaT ju(^, and Ae right to 
frum societies and political parties. 

The study blames die gap between the Aw and the 
constitution on those who took charge of die leg- 
islative authority since the issue of Ae 1971 constitu- 
tion. “Legislatms, during Sadat's era in particular, 
bear the reqiansibility fw neariy 63 per cent of un- 
constitutional laws,” 

As die body reqionribie fbr nJmg on the oonstitn- 
tionality of l^slaticm, the study recommeoA reEcnin 
TO the Siqireme Constimtional Court itsdil, and its po- 
sition wiwn the legal system. 


Commenting on the report of a human rights group, the chtef 
Justice of the Supreme Constitutional Court asserted the 
court's independence, but admitted that litigants should have 
more direct access to the court HespoketoMoneEI-NehiiM 


The report calls for the removal of obstacles de- 
laying die aboUtioQ of unctmstitutiooal Aws. “For ex- 
ample, individiiais and boAea should be entitled A 
eooiett Ae ccnstiAticMiality of laws beftn Ae court 
dbeedy, vriAout die iniervention of the Court of Mer- 
its, and wiAout waiting until ^ law m dispute u ap- 
plied.” 

In addition. Ae rqiort argues Aat the structure of Ae 
court leaves it with^ die iiecessaiy g ua rantees to en- 
sure its conqilete impartiality. The executive audior- 
ity, r e pre sen ted by the president of Ae rqiublic, ap- 
points die court's chief justice. Members of the court 
are appointed by means of a pfcsidential deccee alter 
consulting Ae Supreme Cou^ of Judicial AuAm^ 
ities. 

However, Counsdlor Awad El-Morr , chief jutf ce 
of the Siqneme Constitutioiul Court, maintained in 
emnments made a AI-^Ahram fFeekly that in practice, 
Ae presideDt Ad not mtervene in qipohitmefits. 'The 
diief j'uatice of the court and its general assembly 
joindy take Ae decisioa ooaoeming die court's future 
members,” he expbined. “Names of Ae nonunecs are 
ratified by die Si^xeme Council of JuAdA Bodies be- 
fore being refemxi a Ae president of Ae rqxAlic. 



without introducing anv changes A the court's wtil”. 

“The court's (^ef justice,” El-Moir argued, 
'^biMiid be appointed ^ Ae p^idenC because he 
has executive responsibilities. He is empower^ under 
Ae constitution A temporarily step A as president of 
the rqiublic m Ae event of s vacancy, and the absence 
of tbe ^leaker of the People's Asumbly. “Thiou^ 
app o i n tin g the court's chief justice, Ae president guar- 
antees that m an emergency, the person taking connol 
would be trustworAy and capable of carrying out the 
reqxmribility attncAed A his post pn^ieriy.” 

^-Morr admitted, however, chat Am had been 
•wveraJ sttempts A dimmigh the role of tbe constiA- 
tiooal court, but ass ert e d; "All these attempts have 
Ailed and they will never suweed.” 

El-Morr is in Avour of allowing Uti^ts A bypass 
the Court of Merits when seeking a challenge tbe 
comtitutionBlity of a Aw. Such a move woul^ he be- 
lieves, speed 1 ^}' tbe process of repealing un- 
cTOstitutioaei laws. "Tiowever, it would overload the 
Constitutional Court, because Ae number of Awsuils 
would be doubled,” noted. 


On the question of the efleet of an overwhelming 
National Democratic (NDP) majority on the m- 
dependenoe of legisAlors, Counsellor Mohamed 
Moussa, chairman of the PMple's Assembly's 
islaiive Cumnittee draied Am MPs were 
“NDP deputies do not necessarily take the govem- 
ment's side... Our first concern 4s that a Aw is coo- 
sistent wi A the constitution. Unconstitutional laws are 
a result of human error, and it is tbe Constitution^ 
Court's reqionsibility A abolish them,” he Aid the 
IVeekfy, According A Moussa, the numba of un- 
constitutional Aws mendooed m the rqxiR did not 
coDstimte a phenomenon when placed m the context 
of the hundr^ of Aws passed during thu pt^od. 

“Memben of Ae parliament. legardless of their pt^ 
litical criemation, enjoy complete independeoce and 
immunity, which allows Aem A express A^ views 
freely,” agreed Fawz^ Abdel-Saitar, fimner chair- 
woman of the People's Assembly's L^isAtive Com- 
minee. There were some rare cases, she conceded, of 
MPs wno Ad not give priority a the public Ater^ 
“but AA should not be taken as a general ntie.” 

Draft laws, she added, were fully discussed in the 
People's Assembly's L^sAtive Committee before 
being debated by the wIxiA bouse. “Some draft laws 
need A be pass^ quickly,** she said. “A these cases 
partieuiariy, AgisAiois may make a mistake and pass 
something unconstitutionaL Hus is quite natural. Af- 
ter all legisAtois are human beings.*' ’ 


Edited by Wadfe Kiroles 


THE MUSLIM Brotherhood-dominated 
Doctors Syndicate A currently loelredMO 
battle wim tbe judicial committee se- 
Bponsible for supervising syruticate ete> 
tions, reports Mariz Tadors. The terih 
of office of tbe syndicate's outgoAg 
ccHXQcU expired on 13 April, and a date 
fbr new elections has yet to be set. Tbp 
synAeaite A accusing the committee of 
fMoerastination and is currently p^ 
paring an appeal A the Administrative 
Judicial Court. Some syndicate aiemben 
charge tbe committee of delaying tiie 
elections A enable It a manipulate the 
results. The committee, meam^le, 
argues that the syndkaie has not fulfilled 
its legal obligations. 

Omar Sh^n, protereor of psychiatry 
and deputy chiirman of syndicate 
Aid AMkram JVed^ that Ae propraed 
appeal was an expression of the syn- 
dicate's dissatAftetion wiA the emn- 
mitiee's bdiaviour. “it A also a way fbr 
us A pressure Ae committee A set 0 d^ 
once and fbr ail for the elections, wfaAh 
are long overdue,” he said 
Shahin maintained that tiie com- 
mittee's argument that Ae syndicate bts 
not fulfilled all its obli^tkms under Law 
100, which deals wiA syndAate ad- 
ministration, was unfounded. “We have 
presented Ae committee whh an ac- 
curate voters* list. We have inAcated all 
the changes a previous lists and have 
pMsed the mfbnnation on A tbe emn- 
mittee,” he stated. Shahin said tiui other 
requirements, some of which he de- 
scribed as petty, had also bren met 
The syndicate has sent over 50 aroeals 
A Ae committee's head, asking hum to 
^eed up the teoeess of setting an ele^ 
non daA Shanin maintained that the 
lay was detrimental A Ae syndicate's 
weil^teing, because without an elected 
council it was unable A speak as Ae le- 
gftiinate voice of its members. “We Jiist 
want A bold our elections efficiently in 
the shortest possible time,” he insUted. ' 
Hovrever, a spokesman fbr the judicial 
committee insAted that die synAcaie 
had failed A fulfil its legal obhgations. 
“The judicial committee rules aceordinig 
A the fvescribed laws and prec^ns as 
defined in Law 100, not according A 
any other means of assessment,” em- 
phasised Ae spokesman. He asserted 
Aat Ae voters* lists had not been up- 
dated since tbe last syndicate elections 
two years and claimed that tbe syiL 
dicate Itself had conceded that the lists 
were incomplete. 

“We have adeed the syndicate A form 
a speeui committee A come A court and 
vei^ their proposed voters lists wiA lis 
just in case thm are any discrepancies. 
This is what they should be doing now,” 
hesaid. 

Full names, the spokesman added, 
were required a make it more difficult 
A tamper wiA the voting process, “tf 
you ooJy use two names it makes fiaud 
very* easy, because metnbere can vote 
over'and over afpun.” He asserted t^ 
no dele could be set for Ae election until 
vateis' lists bad been handed in and re- 
vised, even if the syndicate prooeeded 
wiA its court action. 




Chronicle 


Al-Ahram A Diwan of contemporary life 


Scholars generally cite December 1899 as 
Ae birA of tbe Egyptian labour movement 
It was on Ais date tiiat Egypt's cigarette 
rollers launched a success frll strike that 
was only resolved two mmiths later, in 
February 1900. 

Howevn, this dating is singilistic, if not 
inaccurate. The strike was preceded bjf a 
five-year campaign that has yet A receive 
its due share of academic research, and it 
was three years before the strike that 
Egypt’s first labour fbdention was created, 
it was dds Meretiott Aat pr ep ared tiie 
ground fbr the strike. 

More importantly, studies on the in- 
ception of the ^gwthm loibour movement 
tend A lack an explreation of tiie passions 
that generally accompany such majiv his- 
torical events. It is {MMsely this vital por- 
nayal of tbe human fecAr that Al-Ahram 
hag so much A contribute A, A hs detailed 
chronicles of tiie rise of ^ ^yptian ItL 
hour movement 

TTie first stirrings of the' Egyptian labour 
movement took place simultnieously in 
Port Said and Cairo. In Port Said tiie stir^ 
rings began, not wiA tiie cigarette rollers, 
but among the amies of workers enL 
ployed by the Suez Canal Company. Al- 
Ahram records their first manifestatioiis — ' 
the coal workers' and cr ane workers* 
strikes m 1894. 

The crane woricers*. strike took fdace. 
three months after the coal workers' strike. 
On 23 August, Al-Ahram's eonspondMS 
in Port Said reports, “Tlie crane workers 
have g(Hie on strike today and locked thw 
complaints against tiieir employers wiA 
die govenxv. Tliey are ftequemy fbceed A 
woric on Sundays without extra pay. Nor 
do they receive cornpensatioa for tiiose 
days wbeih tiu^ are laid off because the sea 
is too stormy fbr them A work. ” 

.4fter reading Ae woikera' complunts, 
the governor announced that Ite snqieeted 
Aat they were motivated by 'Tancour and 
malice” and advised Aem A report back A 
work. The foUowiog day, infuriated by the 
response, the workers “rushed to the 
wharves on which the cnuies were mount- 
ed and tried A push them isA the caul in 
an act of vet^eance againsi the coinpaDy.” 
Their action brou^ in tiie militaiy woo 
“pursued the strikos until they were able 
to disperse them and drive Aem back A 

their quartera''. . j. • 

In Cairo, Idiour unrest begui m die ag- 
arette iridustry, one of Egyin's major local 
industries at the time. In Cairo alone, tiiere 
were five cigarette manufacturing .plants 
Gianaclis, Khalmis, Melakrino, Diraftrino 
and Faviades. There were several com- 
mies in Alexandria too and as tiw names 
Suggest, most, if not all. were owned by 

Ae cigarette industry should flour- 

ish in Eswt is due 10 1 «atui»^ 

JOT of tobacco smokcig. As Ctohrol 


writes u the Discretion d'EgyfMey “It is 
poarible for us A say tiiat tfte majority of 
Ae Egyptian people spend tbw time 
smoking. While m rich pr^er uAacco 
fitim Lazfleiya, the poor smoke local to- 
bacco whidi lacks Ae same exquisite fla- 
vour.” Nor was cigarette smoking a {xod- 
ua of contact wiA the Wesc Egyptians 
simply substituted cigarettes Ae nor- 
gfA (water-pipe). 

On 18 June 1894 Ae labour leaders of 
some 4,500 woricers submitted ■ petition 
comaoiuiig a lengAy list of cooipimxits. 
Heading the list was a recent reduction ra 
wages. *Tbe individual worker used A re- 
ceive between 10 and 12 fianes a d» and 
now it is no more than 15 piastres.'^ 'Pre- 
viously tiie employera had pled^ .not A 
reduce workers salmes te less man 26 pi- 
astres a dny. “Nevertheless they broke this 
promise, in spite of tbe Act tiiat sales have 
increased considerably over the last year.” 

Two days later a strike was declared 
Fights broke out between the strikers and 
those who insisted on going te woric. The 
police, biou^t in. A quell the unrert, “ar- 
rested one of Ae strilrers, uAose enraged 
co mre des rallied. A bis defbnee and at- 
tacked Ae potice.” 

Empk^^ m tiie cigarette fbcioiies 
were a aiixtuie of Greeks, Syrians, Leb- 
anese and Egyptians. Evid^y, the lead- 
ers were Gredes, however, because'^L 
Ahram rqxms that one of tiie govern- 
ment's fits reactions was to cons^ the 
Greek consulate. It was agreed that *lf the 
striking workers do not renounce Aeir 
strike, tiieir leaden will be expelled from 
Egypt” That the Greek consul should 
sanerinn tius decision, eveo tiiougb Grade 
eiqiatri a tes m Egypt .enjoyed immunity un- 
der the c^itulations system, can be attrib- 
uted K> the Act that the Actory owners 
Aemsdves were also Qredcs. 

A sphe of the ultimaciini, the strike con- 
tinued fiir another monA and a half, dur- 
ing which activity oscillated between 
mUhes between scdi woricers and police 
and negotiations wiA en^oyere. On 7 
July tiie striken rallied in front of tiie MaL 
akhorino ftctoiy and “entered inA a brawl 
wiA the wodem that the ftetoty owners 
had ixou^t m from Alexandria. They 
were disposed by tbe police alAougb they 
vowed Aat they would ratuen.” 

Al-Ahrtun sboEpty cri^ised tiie use of 
fbice against tiie woifceis, “uriw generally 
coo^tute. the weaker party ^ is ag- 
meved and most deserving of siqiporr. h 
men called upon tiie &docy owners A 
^nore lenient unA the dgarette roUezs and 
A at least meet tiieir mmimum demands”.. 

N^otiatHMis were initiated fiiur days 
later when tiie govunor of Cairo and the 
Gi^ coi^ interceded wiA Ae iactqzy 
owners m order A convince Aem A raise 
the workers' wages from. 22 A 26 ^ 
astres, a solution that was accepoAle to 
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The first stirrings of the Egyptian la- 
bour movement took place in 1894 
wi^ the coal and crane workers' 
strikes. In this Instalment of his chron- 
icle of modem Egyptian history as seen through the pages 
of i4/-v4/ira/n, Dr Yunan Labib RIzq traces the struggle 
of Egypt's cigarette rollers against Greek factory owners 


Ae workers. 

Over (be next two years, tiw nascent 
Egyptian labour movement began A gain 
groi^ Most studies subscribe a tiie opin- 
iM of Vallet, author of Contribution d 
Vitude de la condition der owrim, who 
held tiiat tiw Cigaratte Rolleis' Union was 
boro out of tiw strike of 1899-1900. At- 
Ahram does us tiw service of correcting 
tills misoonception. The water^wd year 
wu three years earlier. On 7 July 18^ it 
repoi^ ”We have leaned that, on the fifth 
of this month, tbe cigarette roliera u tbe 
capital fbnned a labtw iteociation called 
tbe Eastern Ecoocmic Society of Egypt ” 

The newspaper goes on A report that tbe 
society hao olrei^ enlisted 70 members 
from among whom it elected a five-tnan 
committee te fbnnulate tiw society's char- 
ter. A monA and a half later. t» 22 Au- 
gu^ Al-Ahram oCEcea receiv^ a botdtiet 
entitled The Code of Hie Eastern Economic 
Society of Otganene Worhars vriiich spec- 
ific tiw aims of tiw m^nisatioa, the niles 
and conditions fbr joining and tbe ri^ns 
and oUigations of hs members. 

Over tiw fbliowing three yeora, up A tiw 
fimous strike, the organisation continued 
A d^ltqi expand. Tbe membership 
of tiw Umttd Fede^on of Cigarette Roll- 
era, os it soon came A be called, n»6 A 
more dian a dwusand. The sub^ptiem 
fees, tbe few piastres contributed by each 
mesnbte' every monA. were pooled A 
create a fund “A aid thoiw overeome by ill- 
ness, Ajury or other misfixtuses.” It also 
q^xiint^ two r^msentatives Ah' each fec- 
tocy. It was tiwtr responsAiUty A collect 
^ unittt fees end anans^ At BssistaDce A 
neklv wMkm intiiu^y this union 
would play a promiiteni role m organisiiig 
^strike of 1899, 

In December 1899 we read the first re- 
ports of the strike. Hie workers of tiw Fa- 
vhidis factory declared a strike. Their mo- 
tives WRC very compe l ling. It had been 
the Actoiy’s policy to demand each work- 
er A roll a tiwusand cigarettes a day. 
However, it hid recently introduced a 
new prociuci — e “laiw cigerette" — of 
which workers could Iwraly manage A 
roll 600 a day. Wcricera were tiierefbre 
earaing only a fraction of their wages. 
Tbe owner of Ae fiwAiy rejectMi the fM- 


erati(»’s bid A negotiate. 

Sbortiy afterwards tiw workers of tbe 
Karyazi cooipany submitted similar de- 
mands. Kaiyazi convinced one of the 
workers A write to a Greek-language 
newspaper published in Cairo attesting 
that aw em^yees of the Aet(^ bad no 
cause fbr ^evance. 'The letter incited tiw 
wiaA of bis co-worken who “insisted be 
be dismiwfff and when tiw owner refused 
they walked out en masse and went on 
Bt^”. 

tiw turn of tbe cenuny Ae strike was 
m full swing. Over 1,500 workera refused 
A report to work, leading A Ae closure of 
Cairo's 'five major cigarette ftcAties. The 
factory owners' mistrust of tbe union was 
one of tbe major fteion befaind the in- 
tensification of the strike. Indeed A coun- 
ter the union, tiw ci^uelte magnates 
fonned tiieir own associaticai, tiie Union of 
Egyptian Tobacco Factories. Selecting 
Nestor Gianaclis as its president, it held its 
fint meecmg on 31 December 1898 A 
adopt B number of resolutions. 

TIw union expressed its conviction that 
tiw Federation of Ggar^ RoUets bad de- 
parted from the humBnitariao aims of its 
charter by not granting Ae worker Ae 
freedom A choose wbeAer to woric or not, 
and “making him a captive of the federe- 
tioo’s central committee”. It also stated 
that tbe labour federatira bad fbni^ a 
monitoring committee which it accused of 
barring noo-membera from woikmg in die 
fecAries. 

The trect of tiie Union of Egyptian To- 
bacco FacAdes concluded, “We reserve 
fbr ourselves the cM&piete Ubetty A em- 
ploy any woriter who agrees te our terms 
and A dismiss any worker who does not 
fulfill his obli^tioBS in accordance wiA 
tbe regulations of the compmy.” 

The (HganisatioQ titen issued an ul- 
timatum A AHak Apootelio, the president 
of tbe United Federtmon of Cirarette Roll- 
era: “if you do not call off Ae worim’ 
strike in die fhetories oftbe Kaiyaaf KoA- 
era Co. within ei^ days as of tin date of 
this notification, we will be regretfully 
fereed A close down operrtions in all our 
f^ories and A dismiss all woricers who 
are members of the above mentioned fed- 
eration.“ 


Tbe strikers bad little Afficulty m inter- 
preting tbe sub^L Tbe ultfautum was an 
attempt A outmanoeuvre the leaders of tbe 
strike, containing as well a threat A import 
scab labour from the coaiqwoy’s other nc- 
Aries m Port Said and Alexandria. They 
resolved A prolong the strike. 

On 9 January tiw tobacco magnates 
proved as good as Aeir word. “Seves fiw- 
Aries have beeo shut tiown and their 
workos dismissed.” rqwna Al-Ahram. 
“There are no less than 1000 workers on 
strike. We had anticipated sudi a crisis be- 
tween the workers and merchants.” 

WiA nowhere else a turn, the strikers 
vented their grievances m the country's 
newsMpere. One major complaint was A- 
rected at tiw company foremen, who 
'^vould exact bribes amounting a 10 te 
20 piastres a week from tiw woricers m 
adA'ticm to gifts and sweets during hol- 
idays”. Tbe foremen would also force Ae 
wtnkers A take part in the lotteries m 
which “watches and rins are raffled off 
m order A raise money tor otiiets. Every 
worker has te dotutte the forenwn 
tells him A. If a worker dared A complain 
to the owner, tbe foreman would find a 
Aousand pretMts A fire him.” The work- 
ers also comitiained that “tile costs of tiw 
cloA tiiat covers tiw Abeceo, tiw glue fbr 
Ae cigarrtte paper and die salatiea of tiw 
cooks and teamen are also taken from our 
wages”. 

It AOk two months A resolve tiw situar 
tion. On 20 Januaiy, 1,500 woricers “of 
Greek, Eoptian, Syri^ Ccfitie, Ar- 
menian and Jewj^ origin, siqmorting xp- 
pioxiinately 3,000 women and ehildre^ 
and who are all young men vAo are ded- 
icated A work and who loathe un- 
loyment,” staged a rally, 
ielieving tb^ could take advantage of 
tills incipient ^oom, Ae frwioiy ownen 
rec^iened tiieir ftetories in tiie hope tiinb 
workers could be enticed back A woik. 
However, tiw ploy met wiA failure. As a 
spokesman for the wotkecs a nno unced to 
Al-Ahram, Ae strikers would not return A 
wrak until all tbeir conditions were met 
Tlwse were that monitors would be pw- 
mitted to be stationed in the work site in 
oidv A inhibit bribery, that tbe fhe^ 
owner submit a request A the fbdetatioD 
for the exact quota of woricers be needs so 
as A prevent tampering wiA tiw wages, 
and titet Ae owner be prohibited fiom fir^ • 
mg an employee otiier than fbr eotiyteiling 
reasons. “We must protect the li^ts of 
every individual worker so tiMt tomorrow 
tiie meitAants do not avenge tiwnudvaB 
on tiie workers on tiw pretext that they had 
incited or participated m the strike.” 

raw fiictoiy owner, Mdaktino, 
tried to bring in wemera Cirom Port 
his ploy backfired. “Having found them- 
selves locked inside tiie feetoiy like pris- 
oners, ^ workers smuggled a message A 


tbe Federation of Cigarette Rollers saying 
that they were of the same conviction as 
tbeir comrades but that they were beiog 
coerced A work. The fedention present^ 
the letter a tiw governor who ordered the 
captive woricers released.” 

It was not Iraig before tiw solidarity of 
tiw owners begun a erode. The first a sig- 
nal a breaking of ranks was Matosian wbb 
suggested that they comply wiA some of 
the wotfcera* denunds. Faviadis, on the 
other baixl, advocated a stauncher line. 
When wori^ staged a rally outside his 
focAty, be called in tiw police A Asperse 
diem. Ten days later, tiw workers staged 
another protest rally outside of his frictory, 
“There was much din and cocunotion. 
Mansfield, the deputy police emnmis- 
sioner, arrived wiA a craps of police in or- 
der to Aael the demonstrators. The si^t 
of tbe praice caused the woricers a 
come Stated and when Mansfield's an^ 
sistant berated them, fighting bn^ out In 
tiw ensuing mfiiie, 15 people were ai^ 
rested and taken mto detention and Ae re-, 
mainder diqwTs^.” 

It was not until two weeks later, on 2I‘ 


Febru^, that the parties reached a settle- 
menL Tiw most inqxirtant provisions stip- 
ulated m tiw B^eenwnt, which was pub- 


lished m full m Al-Ahram, were “A set 
.minimum wage, to permit workers to> 
smoke on site, to alAw Aem A choose tiw. 
feod and dri^ tiwy desired, a exempt- 
them from all eompidsoiy payments and tol 
dismiss tiiose who accept or pay bribes” : 
As for tiw fectoiy ovnwrs, they bad the' 
right A “dismiss any worker who is absent: 
for Aree consecutive days without leave or» 
without a Intimate excuse, to diwnisi'. 
woricers who violate tiw codes of conduct; 
and Asuqwnd workers fbr one if tiic^» 
ruin the Atocco or if Ae cigarettes they' 
roll are not up A standard”. Finally, me; 
agreement rqgulated tbe relationship be-- 
tween the marchants and tiie United Fed-1 
eratioQ of Cigarette Rollers. Worfcera wiA ■ 
seniority would have tiw ri^t A employ-', 
ment before the company hired new work-; 
enand ifa worker lodged a complaint, the- 
federation would have the ri^t a inier^; 
cede. Last but not least they exacted a* 
pledge from Gianacies a “release all the! 
woiTO who have been detained in pris- " 
on . » 

The ftrilowing day, 22 February, the cig- ! 
aretie workere returned A w^ ending* 
the two montii-loiig strike thtt is generally I 
taken A mark tiw birA of Ae Eg^an la - 1 
hour movement 
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Jordan 
breaks ranks 



Washington, with Jordan's help, is trying 
to impose the issue of terrorism on next 
week’s Cairo Arab summit, 
writes Hoda Tawfik from Washington 


The United States and Jodan, during discussioiis in 
Washing^D this week, no se c ret of tbe that the 

amiouDceniexit that Arab leadeis arc convening in a sununh in 
caine as a sutprise to both of ttem. 

Accorcfin^ to die Joidanian oiinisterof infoonarioo, Jordan's 
Kii% was suiprised when ttie c^l for the summit 

emoged die Damascus summit, attended by the leadeis 
of ^rpt, Syria and Saudi Arabia. It seems Jordan was 
ex p ecmig a mini-summit that would inciude Syria, Egypt, 
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the Patestimans. After bis meking 
with King Hussein, US President Bill Clinton's message to tbe 
gmwnrr was that be hoped Arab leaders would reaffirm tbeir 
commitment to die undarstanding reached at Shann El-Sheikfa 
to confiont nenorism in any country in worid. 

Tenorism seemed out of context, as Syria and Ldiaooa were 
not part of tbe Shann El-Sheikh undetstandhig re f erred to by 
Clinton. Tbe American president's mber message to tbe 
summit eiqxessed hope that Arab leadeis would not presume 
Aat pinsuing peaM was inmossible widi newly elected Israeli 
nime Mbiister Binyamin Netanyahu imtil there was concrete 
evideott to die contrary. 

Is ClintOD's call to address terrorism an attempt to divert the 
mminit away from its main purpose, Ai-Ahram IVeekly asked 
Jordanian Infimnation Minister Marwan Muasber. Tte 
miniatar rqili^ OT^ to achieve recmciliatioii, we have 

to have open and fiaidt discussi(»s on all issues and 
difierences between us. Terrorism is one of the issues Jordan 
wants to raise." 

Muasber stressed that Jordan wants to have a larger role in 
tbe peace pioc^. "Jordan can play a prominent part in ending 
the Ai^iaaeli conflict" he sakL Muasber believes dial 
Jordan has to feamre significantly in any reassessment of Arab 
relations wiA die US following the rise of the Likud Party to 
power m Israel 

He dted one important reason for the new role Jordan is 
‘^in die wdee of the recent Israeli elections, Jordan 
stands out as the country which has exercised sound 
judgement remaining neutral. Today, Jordan alone enjoys 
tbe trust of an Israelis, including the new government," he 
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In Washington King Hussein stressed his astonishment at 
what he called “the negative and bleak reaction of some Arab 
countries towards the newly elected {xime minister of Israel". 
Standiog beside Clinton on the White House lawn. Hussein 
said, “Netai^afau was elected in a democr ati c process. We 
have every ass»nange he will build on every st^ agreed upon 
in the peace process." 

The US, m ^phe of its concern about the future of tbe Middle 
East peace protxss tinder the hawkish coalirion Netanyahu is 
lea< 4 ing^ jg stalling for time until the Clinton administratioa 
establisba a rapport with Israel’s new leadership. 

US Seczeiaxy of State Warren Christopher confirmed that he 
will be malring his fiist visit to Israel since Netanyahu's 
^ictOIy next weds to meet wifo tbe prime minister-elect and 
his r* fl m 

Observers believe that ChristO(foer hopes to reach out to tiie 
new leadership in Israel and malm amei^ for Washington's 
ptoent sui^ion of ou^oing Prime Mfflister Stnmoa Per^ He 
stR»sed ti^ tbe US would continue to remain focused on 
preserving the past foree years’ achievements along the road to 
peace. Christopher also promised to remam closely in touch 
witii Arab leadeis during foe nm-up to their suminiL 

Numerous diplomatic chaimds mvc been used tbe 
ClWon adnniustiBtion to try to wattr down the tone of foe 
forthcoming Arab summit Tbe Arab summit has alarmed the 
Jewish lobby in tbe US, who have expressed anger and shock 
whkfo was i^ected in a discusskm onthe Nfidcfle East bdd 
the International Relations Committee of tte House of 
Rqncseotatives. Republican Senator Tom Lantos said that be 
it “extremely disturbing” that Egypt had taken what he 
labelled as a hostile and negative view towards the US 
government by organisiiig an Arab front against Israel! 

In response, foe Egyptian ambassador to Washington, 

Ahmed Maher El-Say^ wrote in a letter to Lantos: “If you 
dibose to support foe elected goveaunent of Israel in ail 
circumstances and in whatever it does, ri^ or wrong, 1 would 
eayect you not to challenge tbe right qf ofoers to take a 
dififereot and more objective stand, particularly if tbeir 
objective is to preanote tbe cause of peace. 

’*We do not threaten anybody and do not acc^ threats from 
anj^mdy. You know tiiat the reUtionship between Egypt and 
foe US is beneficial to bofo sides, and is based on e^ltty and 
mu&jal respect," the Egyptian ambassador said in fais letter. 


No longer 
in a rush— 


Warnings against “heads-over-heels rushing" to normalise re- 
lations with Israel often went unheeded under Peres. This is 
unlikely to be the case with Netanyahu. Sayed Awad, on the 
eve of the Cairo summit, charts the region's normalisation map 



During the celebraBon Mohamad Amin Shafakaml. Egypt’s ambaa s aiior to Korea and 
Dr. Yang Hon, one of the prominent businessman bi Korea, Adel Afifi, president of the 
lAA Chapter, general manager. Advertising Dept and member of the board of 
Af-Ahram EstabUehment 


Tbe controversial issue of normalising relations with Isr»l may 
prove to be too delicaie for discussion at foe Cairo Arab Summit 
next week. However, a number of Arab states have declared foetr 
intention to freeze the oonnalisation process if Israel foils to abide 
by foe principles of foe Madrid conference. 

Israeli diplomacy has successfully imposed economic oonsal- 
isation os a prelude to political noimalisatioo with foe Arab states. 
But notwithstanding such all^egion g ailiiw ings as foe Casablan^ 
and Amman ecmmmic summits, foe process of bilateral txamal- 
isation has varied widely between Israel on the one hand and foe 
various Arab countries on foe other. 

Due to pressures exerted by Western countries, mainly foe Unit- 
ed States and France, tite tide of normalisation was directed on 
two main fronts: foe Maghreb and foe Arab Gulf. 

At tbe first front, increasing political and economic xnteiactioa 
between Israel and the Ma^treb states activated economic coop- 
eration. particularly after the Casablanca economic summit 
Morocco ushered in a tumiiig point in Arab-lsraeli normal- 
isation in 1994 with opening of two offices fix' comm uni ca- 
tions and interest protection in Tel Aviv and the Gaza Strip, and 
allowing Israel to set up a counterp^ ofiBce in RabaL The late Is- 
raeli Pome Minister Yitzhak Rabin welcomed this step wfakh 
would pave tbe way fix establishing full diplomatic relations be- 
tween die two ctxmtties, adding that “it was only a matter of 
time”. 

Political contacts between Israel and Tmusia moved from se- 
crecy to Ofienne^ and from unofficial meetings to fonzud tx- 
latei^ relflions in less than two yeans. In Auginff 1994. Rabin 
seat a special envoy to Tunis to negotiate tbe possibility of setfoig 
an office for the protection of Israeli interests in Tunisia as a 
fust step towards full nonnalisation between tiie two states. In 
November. Tuniaa extended an invitatioo to an Israeli delegstioD 
to partic^te in a seminar on tiw Mediterranean's envirramenL 
By January of 1996, a trilateral agreement between the Tunisian, 

laaeli and American forei^ 
mini'stera resulted in opening Tu- 
nisian and Israeli tiaisan offices 
fix tiie jxotection of the interests 
of bofo countries. The Israeli of- 
fice has begun operating, and 
has been moved near tbe centre 
of the Turnsiaa capital 
Tunisia emphasised that it 
would link raising foe level of 
diplomatic representation to 
■progress in peace negotiations. 
The January 1996 agmment 
came after Israeli re- 
deployment in foe West Bank 
and tbe Palestinian National 
Council elections. However, 
foe actual implemeotation of 
tbe Tunisian-israeli agreement 
' coincided with Israel’s on- 
slaught on Lebanon last April. 


Unofficial conlacts were maintained between Israel and Mau- 
ri tania in order to establish communication offices in bofo coun- 
tries. Maurhania's nonnalisation steps were motiva t ed by the fret 
that establishing relations with Israel and renouncing foe former 
alliance with are tbe only available ahematives to improve its 
channels of cot^ieration with the US and Western countries. 

In June 1995, Jordanian sources revealed tiiat the Mauritanian 
foreign fwiniiet^r met wifo his T«fgipli counterpart in Amman, in foe 
presence of the Jordanian foreign minister. This meeting took 
place only IS days after the latter had met with Shimon Pwes in 
Madrid 

However, under pressure from Libya, which t far e ateued to cut 
all aid to Mauritania, it was compelled to put a halt on normal- 
ising relations with load, following hs latest cabinet change 
which occurted shortly af^ tbe Shann El-Sbeikb Peacemakers 
S ummi t. 

Chi its part, Algeria allowed hs athletes and qxxts teams to play 
against Israeli contestants. Nevertheless, fears that tiiis state of af- 
rairs mi^ further rntensify the Algerian crisis, in addition to pub- 
lic opinion's rejection of nonnalisation wifo Isnul, espedally on 
the part of Islamists, speeded 19 Algeria’s change of heart Tbe 
Algerian foreign minister refused to meet his Israeli counterpart 
on foe fringes of the Barcelona Euro-Med confezcnce last No- 
vember. 

In 1993. Libya considered indaicctly jumping onto tbe normal- 
isation bandwagon. It's decisioa to sieaA Libyu pUgrinis to visit 
holy sites in Jerusalem was not whbout political motives. Tbe 
move ainied at softeniag foe US’s stand wiA respect to Libya re- 
sulting from the Lockerbie inddeoL However, Anurican mirao- 
sigence took foe wind out of Libya's sails. 


tfaroi^ a collective GCC lesoliiiion. The GCC secretary-general 

wifo Israel was Indeed to 


Jswl adopted a st^by-^r Donnalisation strategy wifo the 


AN EGYPTIAN NIGHT IN KOREA; A NIGHT 
OF A THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS 


At the conclusion of ths 35th Congress Of foe lAA Aforertising Assoclatioh) 

held In Seoul, Korea, the lAA Egypt Chapter held an Egyptian hflght 


In accordance with traditions, the Congress host cxxxitry is the one to hold a party 
through which aU attendees get acqudnted wfth the country that will host the 
forthcoming Congress. Egypt was sdected to host the 1998 Cong^. This was decided 
in Zirkfo's etoctim sMGh witnessed the parti^rafion of lAA Boards worldwide. 


The Congress is held every two years in one of foe comtries that win in the lAA elections 


The Egyptian Night, was started with the speech of President Hosni Mubaak. defivered 
forough a tddeo K was dsplayed on three big screens to the 2500 members 
repr^enting the ^ta in the area of mass media arxf advert i s in g. 


500 Mass Communication students in Korean & American Universfties attended the 
event At foe end of his speech, Aeddent Mubaiak invited members of the lAA to >4^ 
Egypt to attend the 36th Congress to be held in 19M 


After the Korean side, the lAA in NewYork and the Egypt Chapter of foe lAA deUversd 
their speeches, Mohamad Amin Shalakami. Egyptian ambassador to Korea gave h's 
speech thanking ■. 

Korean Goverrvnent for^- 

its cooperation andi^^-.-‘-V 

welcomed foe guests. An j v’; ' 
those attendteg or 
participating in foe event .' 
hailed the Egyptian'^ 

generosity and the great I 
variety of Egyptian 

cuisines that have been 
shipped to Seoul. After 
this success, Semeramis 
htercontlnental Hotel 
seized the opportunity 



, . MaTi n ad Sha M ul, 
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Gulf couotries, with tbe hi^ of the US duri^ the time of the Gulf 
War. This strata iochided eftemplB to mitigato the Ai^ boycott 
agaiiA Israel. Tbe 1^3 Oslo Accord between tbe VLO and Israel 
provided an opportuoity to further imixove Gutf-Iscael relations. 
The Gulf Coopeiattco Council (GCCj amxxmoed in early July 
1994 tbe end of foe secom^ txwcott (imposed by foe Anfo 
League on foreign iBrms dealing with brad) and foe tertiary hoy- 
con (Imposed on bnmebes of c omp anies deriing wifo Israel). To- 
dications of positive developments on ifae Syrw and Lebanese 
tracks pruuipted a collective Arab decision to lift tbe direct boy- 
cott Given that foe end oftbe boycott had been a major American 
objective behind settlement eflbrts airoed at ending discrimuation 
against US corporations dealiiig wifo Isiad, bofo foe US and Is- 
rael welcomed this decision. 

Israeli chambers of commerce estimate that tbe Arab boycott 
has cost Israd moce than $40 billion since 1951, and was re- 
sponsible for a 1-3 per cent deoease in y^y GNP. Israel 
iieves that tbe weaker tbe Arab txtycott. tbe greater its export po- 
toniial whh nei^tbouriog countries, Israel’s natural nuAe* (jfoer 
esrimales indicate that tbe ur^uUicised size of trade between tbe 
Arabs and Israel currentiy exceeds $1 billion per year. 

Israel has capitalised on aD available opportunities to p ro m o te 
mutual cooperation with Arab Gulf countries. Tbe aim here was 
to ’fouiki trusT among tbe different parties along the lines of Is- 


enqrfaasised normalisbig xel^rais 
est^iisbing a conqxebensive peace in the legioiL 

Last January, Onon and Isi^ a ua o uii ce d ito they had signed 
an agreement to set tg} offices for ccsrunocial iqxesentatum to 
rexnibice bilateral cooperaticn between the private sectors of bofo 
coDOtries. 

Similarly, (^alar has pro ceede d wifo fost-paced noimalisaticHi 
wifo IstaeL Fesra^ mnustsss of bofo states have been overtly 
meeting since I9M, in UN ootridois and Londrai, to discuss bi- 
lateral coopera ti rai. paxtiarkriy tbe posabiliiy of extending a 
pqieline to transport (Qatari natural gas to Eilat , foea to Eun^. In 
foe beginimig of March, 1994, (}atar officially mvited a ddea- 
tioo of 22 leadeis of Jewish Amcdcan organisations to visit m 
counizy. 

Peres' official visit in Apifl 1996 to both O man and Qatar un- 
derlined tbe qweiai position flie two Gulf occiqried on the 
r^oo's nondalisatiOD m^. Dixing foe- visit Israd and Qatar 
signed an agreement to exchange commercial repfesentation 0 ^ 
Sboctiy after this visit, Oman and Qtoar were lining to^ 
tael m a diim tel^bone network. 

Significantly, this visit coincided wifo Israel's closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza. Tbe closures caused serious damage to die 
Palestinian ecoooi^. 

To bolster. fais image in the election can^i gn , Peres 
about incieas^ trade wifo Oman and Qatar. He wanted to show 

Israelis tiiat fais dream of a “new Middle BasT was materialisii^ 

In a similar vein, Bafaram received an Isradi df if gah qn headed 
by foe minister of environment in 1 994 to take part in wmitiiafcwi 
negotiations on tbe enviromoaiL Israel was selective in 
its delegation in ords to benefit politically fi^ the hi 

tbe same year. Bahrain’s fixei^i minister met with tiie Israeli 
minister of enviiODinent 

The process may well grind to a halt. The formation of 
Benyamin Net^ahu’s right-wing government this week 
Cain 


and the convening of the 


^airo Arab Summit next Saturday 
seem to underline that, for the moment at the wind 
has gone out of nonnalisation’s sails. 


Pieces of peace 


Ahead of the Arab summit, academics and 
dIpkNDats outlined their own views on Bibi 
and peace. Sherine Bahaa listened in 


Diplomats attending a seminar held in Cairo last week 
on tbe results of the Israeli elections agreed that these 
is now an asno^here of ap peeh e u sion prevailing in 
the Middle East “It is not j^ Aral» against Israel, it 
is also Arabs against Arabs," said one diplomaL 

Tbe pros p ect s for peace in li^t of Binyamm Ne- 
tanyahu's victory was tbe topic of the seminar organ- 
ised by ^ Egyptian Committee for Afro-Asian Sol- 
idanty. Oiploaiats and intellectuals alilra expressed 
tbeir hope that future Arab stral^y wiU be consolidat- 
ed at the itpmming Anb sumout in Cmro to be held 
21-23 June. The participants viewed Prudent Mo- 
barak's call for on Arab summit as a pt»itive step and 
a genuine atte^ to bredt the vicious circle of Arabs 
reacting to actions initiated by Israel, ratiter than they 
themselves intiating action. 

Thou^ 00 invitation to the ^afa summit was ex- 
tended to tbe Iraqi government, due to Uxk relations 
with the Arab Gulf countrief since the Gulf War, Iraqi 
Ambassador to Cairo Nabil Nejm recerved a warm 
welcome at tbe seminar. Nejm. however, pr e f e n ed to 
ke^ a low profile, attending the seminar without par- 
ticipating m the debate. 

According to Salah Bassiouni, former Egyptian am- 
bassador to foe USSR, the convening of an Arab sum- 
mit in Cairo is tbe first step towards resetting tbe 
peace procra: “We ha\'e forgoneo that the peace pro- 
ce^ is an indispensable part of the new order tn tbe 
Middle East laid down after tlte Gulf War by former 
US President George Bush. 1 do not thlnif that the US 
is ready to give up its role in this order," 

Many commentators believe that Netanyahu's 
proach to the peace process is likely to follow & 
footsteps of the pre\ious Liktid leader Yitzahk Sha- 
mir, wbo follow^ a policy in Madrid of “not so 
much to settle as to stall" They argue that Netanyabu 


intends to bold oiUo the pieces of peace he inherited. 

Wbefoer Netany^u will stick to his predecessor’s 
policy or not Bassiouni argued tint time foctor is not 
necessariy solely to Israel’s benefit. “Syria bad played 
with die tuns fribor until h killed Peres and corrverted 
time to be a pressure factor against Israel,” Bassiouni 
said. 

A prominent Palestinian participa nt said Ne- 
tanyahu’s victory -came as no surprise to many Pal- 
estinians. AccoitiiDg to foe Palestiiuan source, wfoo 
chose to remain anonymous, the Israeli society is i«i- 
marily governed by tbe military. Ou^oiDg Prime Min- 
ster Shimon Peres's efforts to bolster coopeiatioa wifo 
foe Paleg riniM National Aufiiority did not go dotrai 
well wifo mititaiy generals and foe laneli jxiblic. 

Tbe same source confirmed tiiat Peres bsd presented 
a proposed document on foe finet status agraenieot to 
the Palestinian leader Yasser Ara;^ Tbe broad guklo- 
iioes of tins document proposed foe ggmh ii ohment of a 
Palestinian state on 27.4 per cent of the territories of 
tbe West Bank and Gaza. 

Tbe docomeot also discussed the redistifinition of 
Jewish settiements in the autonomous areas, fire es- 
tablishment of a fund to be by the US to 

condensate those settlers who were forced to move. It 
was is this document that the clarafficstion of settle- 
ments into eitter political settlements or security raies 
was fust introduced. The rehabilitation of refugees in 
auttstotnous areas was also addressed. 

The source revealed that the Isi^lis have indiegted 
they would hand over Azariya and Abu-Deece vill^es 
outw Jerusalem, to tbe Palestinians as tiieir capital 
A secure pusage between these two villages was of- 
fored in foe document, under joinf Isiadi-F&lestiiiian 
adnuoistration. “Anfttt refiised to discuss this issue, 
based on tbe conviction that Jeni^em is an Arab and 


A 




rael's concept of peace — one which advocates exchmging ^ 
lomatic relations, freedom of tnovement .for infovkteals and 
goods, aod coopenRion ^reements pertaming to ecoDOuiy, watex^ 
infrastoictunl prbjectt and regional security. 

There has b^ an increasing openness to Israel fiom some Gulf 
countries more In foe &»itenati» of Oman, direct bitf 

s ec re t contacts wfaicb had taken (dace 18 years ago were fi^y 
made public, tfazough mnltilafeial n^ottezions hosted by Muscat. 
Yossi Bolin, Israd’s deputy fixeign Tnrn»*ter vioted Onun in ear- 
ly 1994. This was his second visit to Oman after having led fais 
counoy’s delegation in meettogs of the action group on water re- 
sources in April 1993. 

In October 199^ the Istaeli daily, JYa tone:, reputed the ^nani 
minicter of State fix' foreign atlBM i c had aimounced his country 

would soon establish a diplomatic missian in Israel The report 
was denied by Muscat 00 the grramds that tiira wonld be reidteed 
only if tangle progtesa wifo Syria Ldreixxi is made, or 








Internationa ca u se," the Palestinian said. 

Dr Qadri Hefiii, professor of psychology at Ain 
Shams University and a member of the Egyptian dd- 
egat^ to foe Madrid conference, told perticipaots 
mat “Netaityahn did not win, latiier it was tbe pfs ^f 
process that fragmented foe IsraeU society," he rtdd, 
m a n t ainm g that as psychologists wonld say: “tension 
umtes, while peace bdps to briitg abcxit ** 

According to Hefiu, tbe Israeli electorate did iwc 
choose between peace and war. “The electorate is 
mw concerned with intenial issues like securitv and 
refogee^" he ^d. The Israeli society is 
^ national bloc, explained Hefin: *t>ver tbe iMflt 
three or four more than half of Jewish^ 
cm tom tbe former Soviet Union wifo a 
am«irt culture trom those wbo came from foe West 
Similarly foe ^ ymeis fhave) emerged as a real 
political force since 1967." 

^ H-Naggar, former vice-presideot of foe World 
chanman^ foe New Choc Forum, attrib- 
vfad^sucG^ of the IsraeU hawks to weak- 
nesK “There is no real force that can stand up to tbe 
Syrte » the only force tbat U in a rod oon- 
ftOT^on wifo lara^ tbe rest of the Arabs lave pur- 
sued aormhsatio^ H-Naggar beUeves fliat*^ 
choom Netany^ Israelis want much more tte 
what they are ge^g so for. 

h is whfain^ context that H-Naggar hailed foe 
IJni^oeetuig^^coi^ ^ 

’"Aether the 
e^teciafiy if the AmCfr 
cans tto^ their various means." He 

find other 

fflde anmms, snefa as foe Damascus formuk 

^ laden cm nep^ reach condDsioiwS 
follow-up on their resolutions." 









rara 


Region 5 


‘A basic human need’ 


Azmi Bishara, one of 1 1 Arab members of the Knesset, 
talks to Sarnia Nkramah in Cairo about the need for 
Palestinian citizens of Israel to articulate a distinct national 
identity if they are to be recognised as a national minority 



'pur maio concem U to Tocongtruct lsrafr> 
li society,” said Azoii Bishacs, lectorer of 
philosophy st Bir Zett Univa'^ in the 
West Ranlf ■ and leader of the Karinwat 
DemocFBtic Ajsembiy (Al-Tajammu). Es- 
tablished a year and a half ago, Al- 
T^aomm was officially declared a patty . 
one month before last May's- Israeli de^ 
dons. 

Bishara said that Al-Tajammu decided 
to run in Ifae'electioDs in lesponse to 
public demand for a geaoiDe political 
movement dial would ^ect Ai^ oon> 
cCTus and tiie complexify of dwir situation, 
in Israel.” 

He beb'eves that the Arabs in Israel 
have to engage in Israeli reality, ^miis re- 
ality includes the Israeli parliament In Is^ 
rael, there is no of axtieula&ag a po- 
litical movement without Jbtxnhig a parfy, 
and you cannot form a party without go- 
ing to parliament,'’ he esqilafoed. 

By articulati^ its nationalist political 
position in paiiiament, the party ^ve 
more access tp foe Bishiaia pofoted 
out It win also bdiefit from 
from fxtiliament *3ut the most important 
gain is greater parliametitaiy repre- 
sentation of foe Palestinian Arws in Is- . 
rael,” insisted Ksluoa. 

Al-Trganmm ran on a joint list with Ha- 
dash (the Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equaltfy), the biggest cboqMneiil of 
which is foe Conmumist Party, rather fom 
wifo foe United Arab List ^AL) and 
Islamic movement He eiq)lained foat AI- 
Tajammu is closer to Hadash in iis social 
and political programme. Bishara bdieves . 
that foe UAL's portion lacks claiify; 
‘They were more coneemed with nego- 
tiating wifo Labour for a c^inet posioW 
for an Arab. You cannot jpm a:, govern- 
ment if you do not agree with h. I call 

Stillborn 

ceasefire 


Israel hasJsroken the April cea^re agreement 
between Lebanon and Israel with its continued 
attack on civilian areas, writes Zeina Khodr 


Across villages in soutbero Lebimon, residents fear foe latest mfl - 
itaiy escalation is a prelude to anodm wide-4cale Israeli attack on 
Lebanon. HuTe are also concerns foal foe April ceasefire deal 
will collapse with foe right-wing vtctoiy in Israd since Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netaifyahu h^ been critical of foe d«il from 
foe moment it was reached. 

On 10 June, Israel lost five of hs soldiers in tire bloodiest re* 
sisbnee attack, gainst occupying forces sinoe Israel's I7*day of- 
fensive on Ldianoa ended. Moby’s attadc brought to nine (he 
number of Israeli soldiers killed since Operation Chapes of Wrath 
last April, laael responded by sheHmg villages in t^ soudu IdD- 
ing a Lffoanese civ^an. It also vpic^ threats that h would, not 
*^esitale m retaliate even if it meairs civilians wQi get hurf*. 

The resistance' attack did not breadi foe 77 April ceasefire im- 
derstanding birdcered to hah Israel's air, artiUezy and naval bom- 
bardments. The understanding bars attacks cm civilian taig^ on 
both sides but saixrtions ann^ resistance on laradi fiHces in the 
nine-xnile wide zone they oc^y in South Lebenon. 

Foimer Prime Minister Siting Peres warned against escalating 
attacks in foe south and Netanyahu vowed to 'take care” of Hiz- 
bullah gueri^ oDcp he forms a goveemnenL 
”1^ atmosph^ prevailiag in the soufo is one of fear and anx- 
iety where vulagers have not erven completed i^nildnig what 
was destroyed by Israel's aggression, in AprQ”, according to die 
Freocb-language L'Orient ieJour d^y. Tte opposition Nida Al- 
Watan daily expressed crmoem at ibe deterimatuig security situa- 
tion in South Lebanon: “Israel's poimfong of ct^lian targets 
showed that it does not respect the ceasefite.” While foe pro- 
Syrian Ash-Sharq daily piefocted a dangerous pedodahead in foe 
region with a new baidlme govenuneot in IsiaeL 
But Aluned Khalife, a senior researdier at foe histitute for Pal- 
estine Studies, said a large-scale attack is unlikely for foe time be- 
ing. Tt is not emmen^ especially in light of foe Arab sunimh in 
Cairo. Likud is not interested in seodiitg a message which is de- 
structive to the peace process,” be said 
Mohamed Mashmousbi, deputy editm-iB-chief of ds-Ss/fr dai^ 
ly, said: “Netanyahu will deal wifo the buffer zone in a tougher 
manner thm Peres. I (k»’t want to say foere wiD be another wide- 
scale operation, but I dmr’t fomk foe shuation in foe south will be 
calm. More heat is e:q)ec^ in foe near fabne.” 

Meanwhile, soufoeroeis are pa^g a hea\fy price for being <xi 
foe front-line. The village of xuhmor^Sdtkief is under cemstant 
surveiDaoce from Israeli militaiy bases on sunoimding hilltops, 
namely Ali Taber, Kelaat-Schkief and Tab^ outposts. 

^ve never lived like twtman beings ed this ^lage, I was 
16 when Israel sorted to hit be^” said Shawld, Nasr, a school- 
teacher. Dur^ Israd's Operation Grapes of Wiafo — whidi 
killed more foan 200 Ld»nese, mmnly womeu and children — 
Sbawki's home was hiL Lucidly, foe Nasr femily were taking 
shelter in Beirut 

Afrer the onslaught, Shawld had no alternative but to return to . 
his village — life had to go on. “I am a teacher, not a resislance. 
gue^la. I can't work at atytiung else because my hedth doesn't ' 
allow me. My salary is not enough. I earn 530,000 pounds 
[US$340] and I have a wife and two childreiL Where can 1 go? I 
have DO money for imit,” be said . 

Sbawki's dtildren were also derived of litdag a notmal child- 
hood They grew up in an atmo^bere of fear and are forbidden 
from playing in the streets at aS times. “The cfailcto are always 
scared, especially after our house was hit They sit in tiie comtf 
and cry. But we have no ofoCT chmee but to stay here," said 
Sbawki's wife, Unan Mohamed 
When asked if fo^ were afraid ofbomMng, nine-year-old Mo* 
and his six-year old brother Ali could cmly say: T am 
afraid of bombing [^] warplanes — tfa^ hit us. Israel kills c^- . 
dren.” The wainwa and fear Shawi's femily feels is not exchisive 
to the south. . . 

The livelihood of 1,300 fishermen is also st stake because of an 
ongoing Israeli naval blockade. The siege, inposed in Febniai:^ 
1995, wfadefo violates Lebanon's territorial wafers, does not aQow 
foem to venture more tlran a few 100 metres into .foe sea. 

FisheemeD in the Sidoo port complain they are unable to catch 
PP ^ . g h fish to make ends meet “There are pone on the coast We 
arcn'table to fish in deep waters. Instead our nefe gather shells 
with sharp edges that cut tiirou^ the medi. This is e^iensive to 

repair," they said - , 

^eir sai^ is also foreatened &i fee.poit of Tyre, th^ mve 

come under attack Israeh gunboats last wed^abdu^forM 

ermen and led tiieir boat to an unknown destination. In previous 
incidents, gunboats detained &bennen and teleas^ tfam 
several bouts of questioain& , 

The situation in the smifo is ptecarious and then are concents 
that the ceasefire will not last even until a monitoriDg groiq> fe set 
uD to deal with violations. 

Meanwhile, inter-Arab contacts have inteaisrfied to axmtff Inc 
nnlitical changes in Prime Minister "Rafik Al-Harui ha 
C^lcomed foe upcoming Cairo summit saying it would stnesgfoen 
i^haoon's position in demanding an Igaeli withdiawd from foe 
eniith. The is etqtected to leulTuui the principle of ex- 

^Mciiw land for peace. Observes ace slzessiiig the necessiiy of 
solidarify. But some analysts here say no tangible results 
Sill materialise because Arabs are deepfy-diviaed and they have - 

no mapped ofo a cleat strategy. If i» conci^ resd^ 

Sim the summit. Soufo Lebanon may agam become foe night- 
ie of foe Middle East when efibits towards fill] peace feiL 


that political opportuntsm.” 

Bishara argues foat one cannot .ask foe 
whole Arab' TMJpuIatioD to be one parfy. 
“This is neither need^ rx»' justifiable as 
Arabs have diffisrent ideolo^ea] and po- 
liticaj positions. Having two parties meant 
more Axsfo votes, and nMve Anb. votes 
means greats, representation in the Kties- 
set The lesohs af foe end indicated that 
the Arab votes were accumulated in two 
big blocs,” he said. 

Neverfoeless, to avoid loamg votes. Al- 
Tqamzrm signed an agreement of surplus 
votes whfa Darawsha, leader of the Arab 
Democratic Party. Under this agreement, 
vdticb is allowed in the Israeli electoral 
system, two parties can agree where foe 
surplus votes go. “Om joint list with Ha- 
da& won five seats, but we got more 
votes than, that, so Dmwhsa got our sur- 
plus votes and this enabled its list to win 
a fourth seat;” Bishara etq>lain^ 

Bishara was foe beSrind foe “blank 
ballot” tactic dur^ foe Israeli elections. 
His main znotivatimi was to difect a mes- 
sage at farmer Ihhne Minister Shimon 
Peres from Palestinian citizens. “We are 
not in his pocket We wanted to put pres- 
sure on Poes. Labour has governed Israel 
since 1948. It is die state of Imael. Wifo 
the. excqkion of seven years of Likud 
rule, Labw is reqxmsible for all the rest 
So we have no problem saying no to La- 
bour,” said Kshara. 

The decision was taken at the height of 
the Isradj mslau^ on Lebanon in April. 
Bishara said that foe Arabs in Israel were 
the only Arab force cqiable of taking to 
the streets to demonstrate against the ag- 
gression on Lebanon. 

. Two weeks before the elections Bishara 
stoj^ied campaigning fix blank votes. Ai- 
fiiou^ he attained Laixxir, be asked the 


Arab population to vote acemding to their 
conscience. In foe end, 95 per cent of foe 
Arabs who. filled in tteir ballot papers 
voted for Peres and five per cent chose 
Binyamin Netanyahu. 

There were 10,000 Arab blank 
votes against 70,000 Je^fa ones. In Tel 
Aviv alone, there were 12.000 blank 
votes. “Peres needed another 30,000 votes 
to win. And had (he 10,000 Arab votes all 
gone to Peres fads problem would not have 
been solved. But I am very happy that h 
has happened. Let the 10,000 blaife votes 
be a of memento for us, for odr col- 
lective memory. There is something mo- 
rally defect about aQ Arabs voting for 
Per^” commented Bi^ara. 

From Bishara's standpoint, foe rise of 
foe religious right was not foe only dis- 
eftitm g in g sign. “We were discouraged by 
Labour and by Peres. We are discouraged 
because foe perqile in Israel did not vote 
for the deformed peace process which fa- 
voured the Israelis. Even the apartheid 
system that was created by Peres was seen 
by many Jews as a concession,” be said. 

Bishara believes that the outcome of the 
Israeli elections, showed the true fece of 
IsraeL There were two ballots: one for the 
prime minister mid the o&er to parlia- 
menL ‘Tbe paiiiunent vote was identify 
politics, but tbe vote for foe prime min- 
ister was political. This split in foe votes 
was a gr^ mistake. It made people make 
compromises between differem affilia- 
tions, wluch is foe opposite of tbe act of 
voting in a democracy. Religious parties 
won at the expense of Labour and Likud.'’ 
he added. 

Elaborating on his party's motto *^181361. 
a country to all its citizens”, Bishara said 
that the most important elemeot in its pro- 
gramme is equity. He argued, “Equality 


is more than rndividuai rigbts. In a b*beral ' 
detsocralic eountiX', eidzoiship should be 
foe criterion for rigbts. We propose cit- 
izenship as tbe criterioD and not ethnic, 
national, cultural and religious affilia- 
tknis. What kind of equality can we aspire 
to when Israel defines itself as a state of 
tbe Jews? We are not even recognised in 
Israel as Arabs, but as non-Jews. We 
wimt to be recojaused as a national mi- 
nority." 

.Al-Tajammu would like to see .Arabs 
run their own affe^. Education and cul- 
tural affairs are a priority. “UntO now 
Arab ettocatioD in Israel has been run by 
Jews. We want to decide on our cur- 
riculum in Arab schools. We want an 
Arab television network, run by Arabs, 
instead of Jewish teletisioo in Arabic,” 
Bishara said. 

But how realistic is foe objective of 
stof^mg the Israelisation of foe Pal- 
estinian population? Bishara charged foat 
what is rn&tic about his party's pro- 
gramme is that it gives Arabs a tool to 
deal with reality and Zionism, “^'e have 
programmes and demands, not slogans. 
For example, if a state already exists, why 
do we ne^ a Jewish Agency and a Jew- 
ish Natkntal Fund or a law of return to 
any Jew who wants to return wiien Jews 
are no longer oppressed anywhere in foe 
world?” he asked. 

Bishara argues: Tsraelisation is tbe ne- 
gation of PaJestinian identify, because it 
means being subjugated to tbe projects of 
others, who in this case are foe ag- 
gressors, tbe colonialists. In an extreme 
case, it is hi^igbted by foe plight of a 
Palestinian serving in foe Israeli army in 
foe Occupi^ Territories. He is part of tbe 
Israeli army, though the Israeli state is not 
his state. The state will accept him only 


as someone who gives it a service. So 
long as Israel is exclusively foe state of 
foe Jews it cannot be that of foe Pal- 
estinians. Tbe process of Israelisation will 
cease only if we can achieve tbe recogni- 
tion of iw'o identities, two nationalities 
within the stete.” 

As for the more controversial conc^ 
of cultural autonomy which appears on 
foe party’s plaribrm. Bishara said that he 
does DIM regard it as an alternative for 
equality. “If you suggest cultural auton- 
omy wifooui dealing with foe question of 
equality first, rt may allow tbe govern- 
ment to avoid giving Arabs equality. We 
reject a scenario where you have a Jewish 
state and foe Arabs have their autonomy 
within it," he said. 

The concept of cultural autonomy was 
an ideological platform Bishara de- 
veloped eight ye^ a^. “It was in re- 
sponse to a question of how to deal uxth 
Zionism after foe defeat of foe Arab na- 
tion and foe demise of foe Arab national 
movement We reject Zionism, morally 
and ideologicaily," he added. 

There were mixed reactions among Ar- 
abs and Jews to Bishara’s campaign. Tbe 
cam^i^ was vefy much at the centre of 
public ^bate, whi^ prompted some min- 
isters to attribute Netanyahu's victory to 
its emergence. Among Arabs, it was wel- 
comed wifo caution and fear. Some feared 
they woul lose what they had. “I ex- 
plained foat our programme was not ex- 
tremisL bur a liberal democratic one,” 
said Bishara. “I am concerned wifo value 
politics which combines humanist values 
and rationalism.” 

Bishara said foat cuitiual autonomy is 
only acceptable to people if you do not 
use the word “autonomy” because foe 
word has been perverted due to its as- 


sociation with the West Bank and Gaza. ‘ " 

“Bui if you say recognising our national ■ ;! 
identity, that is acceptable because people, 
are suffixing from a severe identify cri- ''' 
sis,” he said. In foe villages he visited 
during the campaign, Bishara was sur- 
prised at bow much people needed to-*”- 
have their identity articulated, if not de- 
fined “Tbe need for identity is a basic bu- ' 
man need," he maintained. 

Al-Tajammu has links wifo foe Pal- 
estinians in foe West Bank and Gaza. The. - 
party is assembled from difTerent orienta- 
lions including Fatah, the Palestinian 
Front for tbe Liberation of Palestine, Is- 
lamists and secularists, liberals and left-' - 
ists. Bishara wishes to m aintain a re- 
latiooship of mutual respea wifo foe' " 
Palestinian National Authorify (PNA)."‘ 
“We can be supportive of foe PNA in cer-_’' 
tain aspects, or critical in others such as~' ' 
democracy and human rights. Protecting. - 
and defending people in the occupied ter- 
ritories is part of our str ug gle and pariia-. “* 
mentary work," be continu^ During the" 
Israeli elections, the PNA tried to support ' 
certain candidates. According to Bishara,' " 
they discovered foat they were making a' " 
mistake and, since then, they have not at- ■' 
tempted to in^se political positions' 
upon foe Arabs in IsraeL 

Bishara noted that his party has no firin'"^ 
or official links with Arabs outside foe"'' 
Occupied Teiritories and Israel because it 
functions in another legal system and be-^ ' ~ 
cause most Arab countries are in a state~‘ 
of war wifo Israel. However, Al-Tajammu' 
enjoys good relations with certain in- 
tellectuals and journalists in Egypt and* 
Jordan. “We w'ant to have good re^ons'.''" 
wifo Arab democratic forces and with “ ' 
Arab govenuneots. The questions is 
bow?" Bishara mused. ' 



Taking off the gloves 


Palestinians in Gaza 
watch a TV broadcast 
of the Isradi Knesset 
meeting after the 
swearingHD ceremony 
of the new Israeli 
likud-led government 
fpbmo: AF^ 


. Palestinian human rights chief Eyad Sarraj has been ar- 
rested by Gazan police — again. Graham Usher in Je- 
rusalem follows his trials and tribulations 


Chi 9 Jime, foe commissioner-gmeral of tbe Pal- 
estinism Independent Commission for Human 
Ri^ts (PICHR), Dr Ey^ Sanaj, was arrested 
by Palestinian police at his home in Gaza for foe 
fhird time in six 

As wifo Sarny’s previous detentions on 7 De- 
cranber 1995 ai^ 18 May this year, no charges 
were made against him by die Palestinian Au- 
thority’s (PA) attomey-gaiec^ in Gaza, Khalid 
Al-Al-Kidrahh. There was only a cryptic com- 
ment, on this occasion, that die arrest was “not 
relat^ to his human rights activities, the work 
of his associatiaa or his freedom of expressiooT. 
Unlike die previous arrests, however, when Sar- 
laj wasdeteined but treated “weU”, this time the 
PA meant business. 

On 10 June, 12 Palestinian police officers raid- 
ed the offices of the Gaza Comnaunify Mental 
Health Programme — of vfoich Sarrq is also di- 
rector — where they “fiamuT 95 grazrnnes of 
hflghi.di among Sana’s p^ezs. Meanwhile, in a 


note smuggled out of prison, Sarraj wrote foat 
he had been beaten and that tbe PA was trying to 
tome him on forg chafes. 

Frexn foe moment be assumed foe position of 
commissiooer-generai of tbe PICHR last sum- 
mer, Sarraj Im been outspoken to his de- 
nunciation of tbe PA'S human rights record, es- 
pecially in Graa. His arrest in December 
followed a public meeting in which Sarraj stated 
foat of the 400 human rights complaints foe 
commission had filed to the PA's attorney- 
general, “none had been answ^ed”. Tbe May 
arrest caine after the publication in foe fr/levi' Y6/i 
Times of an interview with Sanaj where he de- 
scribed the Palestinian regime in Gaza as “dic- 
tatorial. of^ressive and corrupt”. 

^ the spark for Sanaj's current detention ap- 
pears less ^ statements to foe press than a “per- 
sonal letter” be wrote to Palestinian Prcadent 
Yasser Arafat after bis release on bail from pris- 
on on 26 May. In an interview on CNN, foe 


PLO leader said that be had freed Sarraj because 
be bad “apologised" to the PA. In his letter. Sar- 
raj countered: 

"You [Arafat] know that is not true. I apol- 
ogised for any personal hurt caused to you but 
not coocenung the fects. You are the first to 
know foat the work of foe PICHR. established 
by your decree, was damaged because of tbe 
PA's failure to cooperate. 1 did not go to the me- 
dia until 1 had Imocked on all tbe doors. My 
press statements did not exceed tbe painful re- 
alify... of com^tioD, nqtotism arxl tmture in 
prisons.” Sarraj conclude his appeal by ad- 
vising tbe PLO leader diat "in^^ of con- 
trolling me you should control foe mechanism 
[i.e. foe PA’s security forces] which imdermines 
accepted standards of human rights". 

On receiving tbe letter, sources say Arafet “ex- 
ploded”, ordmed Sanaj's re-detention and al- 
lowed Al-Kidrah finally U> take off to ^oves. 

After being held incommuiucado for four 


days, Sarraj was summoned to a PA milit^ 
tribunal oo 13 June where he was charged with 
“sfriking a police officer" and remand^ for a- 
furfoer IS days. Two hours later, he appeared' 
at a Gaza magistrate’s court where be was “re- 
leased” on bail on tbe charge of possessing 
drugs. Liking tired and sbak^ Sarraj pleads 
ed not guilty to both' foe drug and assault of- 
fences. 

For Sarny's lawyer, Khader Shldrat, to new. 
assault charge is no less spurious than foe drug 
cluuge. “Sarraj was remanded illegally by the 
military tribunal" he says, “because assaulting a 
police officer is not a security offence but a civil 
crime, which should be tried in a civil court” 

It is a Hoe of reasoning whidi has prevailed in 
the Hi^ Court in Gaza which, on 16 June, de- 
manded that foe PA's attorney-general give 
“clear reasmis within five days” for Sairaj’s on- 
going det^on. Three on, nehl^ Al- 
IGdiab nor Arafat has responded. 


CANADIAN DAIRY PRODUCTS 
m EGYPTIAN MARSETS 
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Ahmed Hafez khafaga, ehairman of tbe 
board of Nefotify Co has had a ki^ nm of 
success in Europe , Canada and tbe United 
Stargg o( America, proriding foodstnffr of 
the hi^iest qualify to their peoples. Tbe fruit 
of his dibits over die past five years, and the 


to KCitistiy of Apiculture in Ottawa have 
lesoltedin to signing of a purchase 
agteemem of dairy produts wid) to 
ranadiiin Daily Commisrion (CDC), a 
(dvtaoD of to Canafoan hfinistry 
Agriculture. 

Ilte first shipinent of dairy products arrived 
m the foon of sailed arid uosalted buoa. A 
Dumber (tf other shipments (tf butter, 



tfabalLnil 


powdered roiD: and dieddar dteese is enpet^ to leadi l^ypc by to end of to year, 

whiefa Ntferdty wiS distribute in to E^ao market. 

Nefeitify has a good reputation in offering qnalify foodstnfis fion all centers of to 
world to to E^pdan marketplace, following the wishes of to CanadiaD Itfinisoy of 
Agricdhire, represento by tbe CliC to inamtam high standards ^lich Canadian 
dahy products enjoy. The ran»Hm San Mato company' has been chosen to expert 

diese products ria Nefertify to sto ioqxnter of Caiai^ dairy products. 

Why did to CIX choose Nefitttity as to role iiqxater (tf Cartaton dahy products? 

Kbidaga tmswered by saying that ‘This choice is not only because d our company's 
kmg-tenn cooperatto wifo Canadiais woridng m to fieU of daify products, which 
iwyn in 1991. but also because we were among tofirst Arab companies to ang to 
ranaHian miaricM aud U) its coD^lcte BusE, wtucb euiaged as a result of our woik 


iridi to Dahy noduceis' Assodatioo. We were also tbe first 

cooto&y to innotbto cheese from Quebec to to Egyptian rnaik^ Our 
relation^ developed widi to CDC which gave us to oppfftttnify to have 
developed a succeskul wakmg leladoislup for aD diee y^s." 


the agre^neid. Is this the first time that such a fixmality has been done 
during die signing of a commercial agreemem ? Whn is yom qnmoQ 00 
this? 

The Egyptian flag was placed next to to Cana£an flag during to sigmiig 
of to contrao, shovring to trust and c^iability of to ^ypiian onnpany 
Nefotify for its role in boosting cooimerciBl ties with to Canadian 
govemmeoL 
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IRA blast 
Ulster talks 


A BOMB this wedc in Manchester, ibr which the Irish 
Republican Amy (IRA) claimed responsibility, shattered 
expectations that progress would be made towards an 

end to the cooflia in Ulsta m die second week of the 
cuzrent all-party peace n^oti^mis, rq»rts Doaa EI-Bq' 
from London. Hopes had earlier bea raised when the 
parties agreed to choose American Senauv George 
MitcheU as ehaiiman of the Nonbem Ireland talks. 

The IRA selected their target well if diey were looking 
fbra hi^ casualty rate. The explosion went off on a 
sunny StUuiday morning, when the str e e t s were iidi of 
shoppers huntnig for Fadier’s Day presents. Also in the 
busy crowds were Gennan and Russian visitors, who 
were in town a day befrue their national tbodiall teams 
met in the Eurq>ean Championships. 

Had the IRA not given a coded warning to the police 
an hour before the bomb e^qtloded, casuwes would have 
been much higher. As it was, the police managed to 
evacuate 60,000 city-centre shoppers. The blast left more 
than 220 injured, a shopping centre shattered and 50 
million pounds worth of damage. 

The Insfa government declai^ one day after 
hnmhing that h was considering cutting all relations with 
Sinn Fra and barrii^ it &t»n enteri^ the talks at all. 

Irish Prime Minister John Bruton sai^ ‘‘Brutal, 
murderous acts of tUs kind are appalling and cannot be 
excused or expiamed away as any form of so-called 
sanction.” The Irish R^niblic bad been exerti^ 
bdrind-the-sceDes effo^ to convince die British 
govemment to allow Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political wing, 
into die mHf* without an IRA ceasefire. 

Sim Fein leader Gerry Adams fell short of . 
denouncing the act, saying on the day of the 
explosion, ‘‘Whatever die cause of dna morning’s 
indent in Manchester, Sinn Fein’s focus remains 
finnly foed on the need to restore the peace process, 
and we will not be deflected from that task.” 

British Prime Minister J(dm Major strongly condemned 
the bombing, describing it as an insult to botii nations. He 
called on the IRA to announce an unequivocal ceasefire 
and denied that the boob or any other act of violence 
would impede die peace talks in Ulster. 

Nortfaem Ireland's unionist parties sre now more 
adamant than ever that the issue of decommissiooing 
IRA weapons must top the agenda of the ail-pai^ talks 
and not come at a teter stage, as dw Irish and British 
governments have been suggesting, (phole: AFP) 
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Jailbird as kingmaker 
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Staring down the barrel of a Ban- 
I. glad^hi Islamist’s there are man y 
targets in sight There is Taslinn Nas- 
'* ' rin, die exiled feminist novelist who 
' was forced to Am her homeland be- 
, , cause ofthreats from milttant Islamists. 

‘ ' llieD there are scores of secularist pff- 
9 bosses who ackjwwledge die Isimtnc 
identity of Bangladesh, but are de- 
' ''’termmed to see secular democracy 
^' flourishing in the impoverished and 
densely populated South Asian cotm- 
"fry- 

' 'The Islamists scored imp re ss ively m 
Ban^ad^’s laa general elections in 
1991. This time loimd. they had a ve^ 
poor showing. All diey could muster 
was five seats in parliament, down 
,,from IS in 1991. The wmnan wtio 
‘."scared best was Sheikh Hastna Wa^ 
'^.’and her Awami League (AL) whurh 
won 134 seats in die 300-seat Ban- 
' ' ^adeshi parliament 

Bangladesh has bad a chequered his- 
' tcay. Persona] tragedy and political 
' ' machitwtioDS have dogged hs leaders’ 
lives and shaped the counby’s political 
destirw. Sheikh Hasina and bn sister 
Sheikb Rdiana were on a private tr^ 
^to Germany at the time of the 1975 
"coup d'6tm in which dietr fodier 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founder 
I; • of Baoglad^ and fais household were 
slain army officers who went on to 
rule the country for over three years. 
The two sisters were the only fomOy 
members who survived the carnage. 
Sheikh Hasina returned to assume die 
^'"political mantle of her fodier. India 
I backed her. The Islamists were io- 
^ ; censed. Sheikfa Haraa has always 
'' played down or deni^ her dependence 
on India. 

*Tf the AL wins die election and gets 
" into power it wiD sell RangiaAshi to- 
terestS to its Indian i n a nwin g and trim 
our countrymai into slaves,” Begum 
, Khaleda Zia, the leader of the Ban- 
' giadg^h Nationalist Par^ ^NP), said 
at a recent election rally. SheilA Ha- 
sina retorted, “Now that she [Zia] is 
shaky about her ertxlri^ populm^ she 
is trying to cash in on anti-India slo- 
“ gans. In fact Khaietb has saved Indian 
interests most" Sheikh Hasina's father 
signed a treaty of friends^ between 
Ranglfldwdi and I ndia with then Indian 

Prime Mrnr^er Indria G a ndhi The 25- 
year friendship treaty is due to expire 

• •;*’ in March 1997. 

All the major parties, including the 
AL, fed that di^ must disassociate 
themselves from ai^ close erdlaboia- 
tion wiifa India so as to win Ban- 
‘ . glad^hi ngrirmaligt votes. StiU, Sheikh 
‘ Hasina’s reputatiem as an Intk)|dxile 
holds. An even more damning accusa-. 
tion is that she is s up ported by Ban- 
^adedr’s 13 per cent Hindu minoii^. 
The exploitation of pt^mlar anti-Hindu 
' ' .and anti-IndiaD sentiment ty the Is- 
lamists did not step die AL nxxn win- 
^ nr^ the elections. 

'' Sheikfa Hasina has never shaken off 
" the taunt oT her detractors diat she is 
an agent of India. Her fodier, the in- 
' dqi^eiice leader, was siqported by 
'' New Delhi in his bid to rid himself of 
the strangldiold of Islamabad. For 
Bangladesh was once the im- 
poverished and disregarded East Paki- 
stan. Bangladesh was, at best, treated 
*' as die poor rdatioD of Pakistan and, at 
worst, dismissed as an embatrassiog 
Pakistam economic backwater. More- 
over, East ftkistan'5 develtpment 
was seen as a drain on West Paki- 
stan’s resources. Ya for prest^ pur- 

* ‘ poses Islamabad hung on to what h 

diqxnagiQgly viewed as a wretched 
psdcdh of real estate. Most Bao- 
• • gladeshB were naturally infuriated 
and New Delhi came to didr rescue. 
Indian intervention was a key factor in 
~~ securing Bangladeshi indqiendaice. 

" But the Ban^ade^ Islamists have al- 
ways harked back to tire good old 


Sheikh Hasina was undoubtedly more delighted than 
Begum Khaleda Zia about how disenchantment with 
Bangladeshi Islamists energised the secularist vote in 
last week’s elections, writes Gamal Nkramah 


days when I-damahml held sway. 

'Today Sheikfa Ftestoa is poised to be- 
come prime minister even though there 
was much uncerlaii^ about toe pos- 
sibility ofiitodectionTCsulisprciduarig 
a bung partiameiibJier most serious ri- 
val is toe widow "of the general who 
se^ed pow« tirree mootos after Mu- 
jibur Rahman, Ban^adesh's first (xime 
minister, was assassinated in 1975. The 
widow, Begum idialeda Zia. also en- 
tered politics after toe assassrnadon of 
a lov^ one — her faud^toid. former 
President Ziaur Rahman, who was mur- 
dered by military officers in 1981. 
Shdkh Hasitia and B^uin Khaleda Zia 
have been feudmg eva* since. Sheikfa 
Hastna suspects Jfaat General Ziaur 
Rahman had a hand in the assassination 
of her father and cannot fiirgive the 
goaeral’s widow. The fact toat the two 
leadiDg Banfdadeshi leaders are at Ib^ 
geibeads is no great mysfoy. %1iat is 
surprising is feat the Bangl^eshi elec- 
torate bKame an interested party to the 
di^iute and has often fuelled toe back- 
biting. 

Overshadowed by toe Indian elec- 
tions, the RangiflAiMBhi election cam- 
paign was a low-key aifoir. Turnout 
was impressive: 73 percent oftfaeelec- 
tocate voted. Over 4^.000 security per- 
sranel and 40,000 troi^ were on d^, 
and the eiectioos ran smootfaiy wito 
very little of toe violence that marred 
earUer elections. Since it gained in- 
dqModence from Pakistan in 1971. 
Bangladesh has -lost two presidents 
• toro^ assassinations. There have been 
three mflitary takeovers and numerous 
— offici^y 17 — coop attempts. 

With most of its population illiterate, 
party symbols assurned greater im- 
portance than is usual in other coun- 
tdes. The boat, an all-impor^ mode 
of transport in a country crisscrossed 
by rivers and streams, was the AL's 
symbol The paddy rice sheaf was the 
BNP’s. Rice is toe str^ie dia of Ban- 
gladeshis and the most iinportant food 
crop in toe rich alluvial soils of toe riv- 
erine country. The symbol of the Jatiya 
Party (JP) was the ploi^i, another 
agrarian sign, and toat of the Jamaat Is- 
Imi toe s^e of justice, a reminder of 
toe impoitance the par^ attaches to tiie 
irnplementmion of 
the Islamic Shari 'o. 

Ihe International 
Human Ri^its 
Wateb/Asia organ- 
isation came out 
with a report on the 
eve of toe elections 
warning tiiat toe 
power struggle be- 
tween Bai^adesh's 
two leading lady 
politicians “has 
forced a situation of 
lawlessness and civ- 
il strife in which 
wanton acts of vi- 
olence have become 
routine features of 
the political {vo- 
cess”. But the Barw 
giaitwght am- 
bassador to Egypt, 

Tufail Haidar, in- 
sisted toat the elec- 
tions were free and 
toir and toat vi- 
olence was kept to a 

minimum. “Twen- 

^-ei^ people 
were killed in van- ^ . 

ous plsK^ all over Hasina 

die country and a 


couple of hundred were injured," be 
told Al-Ahram Weekfy. 

There is a tiiird political figure who 
is sometoiDg of a dark home. He is 
General Hussain Muhammad Ersbad, a 
fbimer military dKiahu- who^ was un- 
ceremoniously driven out of power by 
toe Bangladeshi pccKkmocra <9 move- 
meDt in 1990. Later be was tried on 
comiptioD charges and imprisooed. He 
is serving a 13-year prison term. Un- 
daunted. he directed Us political cam- 
p^gn frmn bis prison cell. His brother 
Ka^ jumped into the political fray 
too. Eishad contested five seats, inr 
clutoi^ his bometowu Rangpur, and 
1^ wifo Rowshan ran for another four. 
Their adopted son, Saad, is the only 
fiaimly member who did not contest 
any seats and is staying put on toe po- 
Utical sideiines. 

Unfortunately, new ideas are not the 
prerogative of those who ^nd a long 
time in prison. General Ershad’s ideas 
of governing Banglade^ have not rad- 
icaUy ch^ed since the days of bis 
dictatrvship. Nex'ettbeless. toe jaUbtid 
emerged as kingmaker. His JP now ap- 
pears to have a decisive role to play in 
toe bung parliamem. He called Begum 
Zia's government “the demonic face of 
democracy’’. The AL is confident of 
fanning a govemment wito the JP, 
which in turn notified President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas toat it welcomes join- 
ing the AL in a ruling coalition. “We 
have lent support to & AL,” said JP 
Secretary-Goieial Mizanur Rahman 
Clnwdhuiy. 

The AL has not held power since 
I97S. To^toer wito toe JP, the AL 
now leads a bloc uf 167 seats. Another 
30 seats are reserved for women poilia- 
roentarians, and re-p>illing in 27 con- 
stituencies has coofijined the AL as the 
most popular parn in toe country. Will 
there be a radical change in foreign 
poKcy? “There will be a shift in accent 
and an improvement in rriations wito 
India. But toe basic parameters will re- 
main toe same.” Ambassador Haider 
assured the JVeekJy. 

There is a widespread feeling in Ban- 
gladesh that toe country's all-powerftiL 
giant neighbour is msensttive to Ban- 
gladeshi pride and dei-eloproent prior- 
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ities. Bangladesh accuses India of 
harbouring tribal Sbanti Bahini 
guerrillas in its Tripura state, from 
where they organise incursions into 
'tiie Cfaitt^ong fail] tracts of Ban- 
gfaiAfifth New Delhi denies the 
charge. In^ is also blamed for the 
cros&4>pider smug^g of a laige 
range of goods. Again New Detoi 
turns a bfind ^ to such peevi^ 
ramblings. 

But t& most sensitive issue that 
dampeos relatimis berweeu tire two 
neighbours is dieir bideering over 
water. During toe onemning imny 
monsoon season, It^a is expected 
to release excess water tfarou^ the 
Farakka Barrage along Ban- 
gladesh's northern border. India has 
done that sort of thing before. The 
Ban^adeshi liveis a^ waterw^ 
ore tiien flooded often causing 
much destruction of life and prop- 
erty. The Ganges River, called the 
Padma in Ban^adesh, is holy water 
in India. In Muslim B.Tngladesb 
only Allah is holy. IHttrog Padma 
aga^ Gang^ the Bao^adeshi Is- 
lamists are stirring iq> trouble. Bat 
fee cornmon nim in Bangladesh is 
more woni^ about floods, power 
cuts, crop failure and cl^ difrikiDg 
water or toe iadr of it When water 
is short in the dry season, India is 
accused of withholding water sup- 
plies from Banghdesfa — causri^ 
widespread water shoitagn. All 
Bangladesh’s political paties de- 
plore India’s'^refusal to give Ban- 
gladesh its fair shore of toe Ganges, 
or Padma, waters. 

Bangiaderit with a current Gross 
National Product fGNP] per csqiita 
of $223, might be poor, but it is no ir- 
relevant country. Ban^adedii 
electorate is just over 56 millioD — 
slightly less than toe total population 
of Egypt Iran or Turkey. Whh over 
120 txtotion people, Bangladesh is 
toe worid's second most populous 
Muslim-znajority couirtry. It fits toe 
classic stereotype of a *rbitxl Werid 
counory with ail the aocoi^ranying 
economic, political and socid ilk of 
the world's tess-deveioped nations. 
Bangladesh is a recipient of su^ 
stantial humanitarian and disaster re- 
lief aid. Some $2,403 millioD in for- 
eign ahl* was promised 
Bmgladesb's Western, Gulf Arab 
and Japanese donors but only Si ,558 
millioD was received in 1993-94. Ail 
economic and social indicators pouit 
to Bangladesh as a countiy in dire 
need of de\*cl(^xiieiit 
The unsung heroes of last wedc's 
Bai^adeshi gen^ elections are 
Bangladeshi President Biswas and 
cardiaker government chief Mu- 
hammad Habtbur Rahnatn. Ban- 
gladesh was embroiled in civil un- 
rest and a ciq^ling political 
irnpassc earlier in tfae year. Without 
the wise leadeishrp of the 11- 
member caretaker government in- 
stalled after oppositkm forces re- 
quested that toe BNP government 
be replaced by a neutral one to pre^ 
side over el^ons arrangements, 
last week's polls would have been a 
flulure. The Fdmiaiy elections were 
boycotted by the AL and otocr op- 
position groiqis. BNP leader Begum 
Khaleda Zia wa.s tiien forced to stqi 
down last March and the Habibur 
Rahman caretaker government ran 
the day-to-day afTairc of state. 

'Ibe most ImptHlant aspect of 
the elections apart from the de- 
mise of toe Islamists is the new 
policy of constructive toalogue be- 
tween of^iosiDg political parties. 
“God rewards those wto forgive 
and compromise,” Bangln^fa} 
President Biswas said quoting the 
Qur'an. The Islamists were cer- 
tainly not rewarded. 


Southern dis-Comfort 

An incriminating Senate report on shady land deals, partners who are 
convicted felons and a sexual harassment suit that won't go away — 
can things get much worse for Clinton, asks Tarek El-Tabiawy 


In Little Rock, Arkansas, “where the men are men 
and the cattle are nervous, toeie’s not much to do 
during the d^ or, for that matter, at nigh* En- 
tertainment is strictly limited to visiting some mn- 
iteums, loungmg in the Capitol Hotel Bar or fre- 
quenting restaurants like Cock of toe Walk, where 
diey serve deep-fried emfi^and de^fried pjckles. 

If this does litie to whet one's ao^ietite, tfacn tbc 
political gounna can sink his te^ into toe verdicts 
t^ided down by an Arkansas jury, deqi-frymg 
three of US President BUI Clinton's frntner partners 
and colleagues. Arkansas Governor Jhn Guy Tuck- 
er and Madison Savings & Loans he^ MCDou- 

gal and his wife Susan were recently found guilty 
on 24 out of :3fl counts of fraud con^iracy. 
McDongal was Clinton's partner in the Whitewater 
land development deal is approaching na- 
tional scandal status for its alleged fiaudulence. 

In a briefing befrue rqxutns, Clinton said, “Tve 
known Jim Tudeer for years and on a personal level 
I'm sad for him and to tomfly." Probatoly not as 
sad as Tucker, who feces up to 10 years in prison, 
as well as anotoer criminal tnal flv tax evashm. 

A momern of sflenoe is alro m order for Jnn Md)ou- 
gpL who feces iq> to 84 years in prison. The fbnner 
S&L bead and Tudrer, however, may atten^ to re- 
duce tiiefr sentences 1^ plea bargains ^ sittgiiig loir^ 
ertoan a canary rixMTt toe C^lintons' role in & White- . 
water land d^ More dun tikdy. this is what ' 
iodqpendent Wfai^ater counsel Komto Stair and his 
team of prosecutrxs are hoping for. Hodf enou^ oftoe 
small playos and you could e^ igi fiy^ the fito. 

Such a turn of events would be toe White House's 
worst nightmare come true, e^recially given the 
mysterious re ap pearance of Rose Law F irm billing 
records in the House long after they were sub- 
poena^ Aftoough CUnton has not been implicated 
so far in any of Stair’s investigations, his wifo, Hil- 
lary Rodham Clinton has not been so fortunate. A 
draft report' released by Senate Whitewater Cra- 
mittee Republicans, etoiGto. was- published in toe 
Washington Post on Sunday, concluded that the 
First La^ tOMt Vficely played a role in restricting the 
inquiiy into White House Deputy Counsel ^^ncent 
Poker's suicide, in «der to ke^ potenttelly em- 
barrassing documents under wraps. 

“Tte evidence sug^sts that Mrs Clinton, upon 
learning of Mr Foster's deato... dispatched her 
trusted lieutenants to contain any potential em- 
barrassment or political damage,” quoted the news- 
paper. Foster ikd worked on questions about the - 
Clintons’ Whitewater real estate venture and a con- 
troversy over White House ‘Travel Office firings. 

Coiq>led]ciiiidirigoftfarsrqx}ftwitod}esexnaIha- 
rassment cfa a igetn^ by PauteJeines against ClmtoD, 
the conviction oftfaree close associates, and toe di^- ' 
doc^ng issue, toe incumbeitt president coitid find thk 
oo matter bow many times Dole puts his foot in his 
mouto, re-election be a fer cry fiiom being ea^. 

To make a bad situation worse, this wedi, Ar- 
kansas bankers Heihy Branseum and Robert Hill 
are standing ^al for allegedly submitting $13^000 
in phony expense vouchers to their banks and then 
chaimelling some of tois cash to reimburse toem- 
selvesft>rcootributi<»s made to Clinton’s 1990 gu- 
bernatorial can^'gn. Clintmr will have to testify 
again at this trial. At the very least a conviction 
here could tie Clinton more closely to otiier wxo^- 
doings while he was govcriMKof/ukaosas. 

Clinton may be shakfaig. Dole and toe RqwUicans 
rejoicing, but for Arkansans it is business as usual At 
toe Capital Hotel Bar in downtown Little Rock, one 
local told a rqMner, “Now, if Clinton were found out 
to be secretly Cadx^c, toen we’d be talking scandaL” 
When Whitewater first suifoced in Jim 
McDoi^ told rqwrteis that toe firancia] figures re- 
vealed that Whitewaia- was no thing . “A sophomore 
accountii^ class would know it Bttt the aiflhm etic is 
b^fond toe comprehension of a ofYankee re- 

poriers,” be said. He then went on to file for Coi^iesSy 
saying, The Rqniblicans have been starving Ameo< 
ica fiv iOOyeais. 1 dislike tiiem intensely.” Ifo adi^ 
that he bad bea “fighting die forces of eppresaoD” 
since be was 12 and then produced a {tootiogriph of ' 
himself as a efaiki in which was dn a o ed as a sr^ 
dicr. A litdemelodrtenB oeverhurt 
Exc^ iKra- — a tinte ntoea Clinton is aDeayttmg to 
tout himself as a moral crusader, a liberal Battnan of 
sorts. The Whiievrater scaraHI sertoi^ tanndis this 
image, e^ieciaily in light of tile feet mat' in tite 1992. 
prendcntial race Clxrnop hae^ awi^ at dte 'Re- ' 


publicatis, duitoing diem sel^serviiig arid dkpiito. 

‘Tor 12 years of tins Reagan-Bush era, toe Re- 
publicans have let S&L crooks and setf-serving 
CEOs (chief executive officers] try to bvHd an econ- 
omy out of paper and peiks,”lte However, dur- 
ing toe Branscum-Hill trial, prosecutors will attenqn 
tb prove that Branseum 's $7,000 post-campaign con- 
liibudOD to Clinton was Ifoked to .a sazne-day dis- 
cussion between tiie two men air aj^inting Bran- 
scum to file state tu^way emnmissian. They wtUR* 
also try to draw parallels wito this md die SI^OOO 
in peisoiiiri forms that Bimscum's bank extend^to 
ClriiUm for his 1 990 guberrratorial campaign. 

either evideoce prorated fay hfidiael Cbertoff, Ak 
R epublican spedaJ coainsd to dm Seiiare Whitewater 
ccmmhtec, reveals that “new testimony before the 
Senate indicates that Mr CUnton himself took an ac- 
tive pmt m obtaaung one of the orignud Whitewater 
foaos---aDeradotoly appeoiredas a fevouraf^die 
bank’s poUtical lobl^'st. intervened”. CbertofT 
toat wfaa Clinton's accountant raised early 1^1 ob- 
jections Id parts of MdJoi^'s Whitewater proposal 
*1\fr CUnten pulled him aside and told him to h^ 
off’. Moreover, some of these loans were'alli^iedly 
frmnelled into Clinton's and McDougal's acoounts to 
cover losses accrued in die felling 'l^tewater de^. 

These m all charges Tucker could shed some 
on if be folds under pressure from prosemtois. 
Bm even immqilained, or periiaps especially tm- 
e^dainedy'di^-'cast a'd^ sfeufow over toe Clintons' 
political educs. 

Democrats, cm their pa^are attenqtting to plug the 
holes in their sinking ifafai ship, arguing the 
Whitewater issue is norf jfe g more *h«n a par ti**" 
witch-hunt aimed at derail)^ ftie CUnton fawnpaign. 

Arkansas state histoty points 'fo toe opposite: that 
dss te iiornnl dafly behmoour for toe state's poUtidaos 
dating back ovct a century. In atoook eotitied Ta<- 
ntanal Ambition, Land and Socrerr* in Aricansas, 
/A10-/540, S Charles Bohon cites an 1819 letter firan 
Robert C Hemy, a Kentucky catpeftragger who is try- 
ing to convince -his brother to move to Atkatsas. 
“Shoufo 1 be feyocued wito toe qipoiiitiD^ 
riiallhaveitgrAfrymmypawertoserveinyfiiends-. 
we c^d do almost as we fdeased,” wrote Hauy. 

ClmtDO, if the charges are suteained, is femfliarat 
least with tteqnritofdie text McDougalfi>Ilowed the ' 
text in ^izit and to the letter. Evidence presented be- ^ 
fore the Senate co nmiiitee reveals that fenm 'the late ^ 
1970s to the mid-l980s^ a symbiotic relationship be- 
tween Governor Clinton, McDougal and his as- 
sociates exist^ Cbeitoff notes, “For a tim^ McDou- 
gal had a say in state rq^intments« eirioy^persanal 

access to the governor ai^ won vahiableis^mSises.” 

Back at the C^>Hal Hotel Bar, toej^QABe^fflibD is 

baaaiiig as freely as ever. Judges. lawy^^^^ess- ' 

men are tossing back d rinks, and feaf-itaarwa \ack- 
badcs, rakc-ofiS, payoffe, construction graft^ bush 
money so oondialaitty tint it leaves die casu^ observ- 
a wo n de rin g if Clinton ever really eniw i f a> i [ ^^ the oo- 
toat he ammiitied a few political fen* pas ataS. 

Prosecutors are, however, not wondering. 

Even in toe best-case soeoario. one where CUrtton 

tener^frQmtiiisscaridBlguiK-fi<^heiiiayiiotbepo- 
liticalW unscathed. In essence, this case has aU die mak- 
ings rfa nationri scai«bJ that couW leave Clinton jo^ 

It has ^ a suicide, bank fraud. inisapproprii£ra 
oftonds^a^depecoCnepodsm. ItcouIrLactiial- 
*y' I* 80^-seiw on ^iine-tune televisioij, 

ForC IimCTi. It is a recurru^ oi^haare. He told re- • 

porters fouowing news of Tucirer’s (xirivictioo that be 






•It* 


sonie questions wfll have to be an- 
.swasd^^ imexplained is why did the White House 
m^ wiftsenyr 'Ttaany Dqranmeot officials to ob- 
tam co nfidently mfiMmation on the Matoson S&L 
OTmB^ ^ 

syinpaftepc 'Iteasury official in place^te 
«jw»torfor^ Madison i^^ 

atommsIiWKni not allow federal law enforce- 

MMSS to Wlritewater docu^ 


, . — ~ M iw fjG uuwD wun anas ago 


Noa^des^whefeerthBte 

«®«ted in toe brodiure 
SES' 2 Wng your fhr^:|[tif >nlr._ 

dnskiiidofaidocewon'tsli^aseSttfo^ _ 
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Generai’s 

star rises 

Yeltsin won fewer votes than expected in the Russian presidential elec- 
tions and, to counter the Communists, he is grooming General Alek- 
sandr Lebed for power, writes AlMeMVIalek Khalil from Moscow 


About 70 per cent, of Rush's 106 mSlion voters 
east b^6(s ' la^ Sunday. Rusaiao Piesidnit Botis 
Yeltsin xtatrowly beat nis tnahi rivaL rnmiwimiirf 
pieskleiitial hopcAd Gesmacfy Zyuganov. Son) aiter 
the declaration of the initial xesuits, Yeltsin said, 
**1116 election results showed that the overwhebning 
majority of voters the course pursued by us 

over die. past. five yeai^** Nevertheless, the Com- 
munists are not entirely out of the race. Tl^ still 
have a chance to prove metde in next month's 
run-oif between Yeltsin and Zyuganov, 

Ihe Conimuidsts have, strong support- among 
impoi^t segments of the electorate and cs- 
pmally in nual. aa^ indnstrial ai^. Yeltsin 
scored highest in Russia's two .largest cities, the 
c^ititi Moscow' and the chief port and fmner 
- Gzuist capital, St Petersbnrg, whm the econom- 
ic refbims have achieved rbsults. The in- 

dustrial caities of die Urals -and Sibe^ stood 
stanncldy behind the Gommonists. 

Yeltsm won 35 J per cent of the vote'and Zyu- 
ganov followed' close .lielund wxtii 32 per cent 
Ultranationalist Vladimir Zbirinovs^ collected 
1^ than six per cent of the vote, while centre- 
right.. candidate Grigmy..YavlinsIty got just ovtf 
seven p^ cent Former ^viet lY^dent MiVbail 
Goiha^ev's score was hardly worth mentioniog. 
However, the greatest surprise was right-wing 
General Aleksandr Lebed who Won 1 1 fniHinn 
votes or about 15 per cent of the dectDrate’s 
votes. Lebed, emei;^ as the higb-fiying star. 
There were even calb for Yeltsin to step down 
and hand over the rei^ of power to him. 

Yehsin, in one of & first post^tecnon moves, 
signed a decree aanouocing Lebed, with his un- 
expectedly strong third place in the first round of 
the {xestdential election, would head Rnssit's Se^ 
currty Council, which oversees the Rusman miHtaiy 
and police forces. Following a brief meeting in the 
Kremtin, Ldied issued the direct endorsemoit Yelt- 
sip had been seeking, saying, **11 milUon voten be- 
lieved I could guarantee tiie security of citizens. I 
am an ofiBcer a^ must be woi^ of tfadr trust** 

Defence Kfinister Pavel Grachev submitted his 
reaigDatiott to Yeltsin on Mond^ after being told 
of-Lebed*s sew af^i^tment Grachev, who has 
been repeatedly criticised for his abysmal han- 
dling of Russian military afibirs, re fused to work 
under Lebed, his long-time rival. Grachev was 
regarded as a close associate of Yeltsin, but of 
late the Russian president has seen Grachev as a 
liability because of his poor p erfo mi ance as head 


of the army and for his military disasters in 
Chechitya. Lebed oj^osed the invasion of the 
brealkaway Russian republic from the very start 
and has accused Gracb^ of inqiediog tte reform 
and modemisatioa of Russia's army. 

Lebed turned do^ Zyuganov’s offer of join- 
ing forces against Yeltsin and forming a *^at- 
fonn of patnotism**. Lebed is very criti^ of the 
Commrfnists* record. “Zyrianov can ofrer what- 
ever he wants. We're through with Com- 
munism,'’ he . said. ‘‘Communism is over, 
and finished.** The Communists are just as crit- 
ical of Lebed, his style of leadership and lack of 
oiganisatimial skills. **Lebed has no party behitul 
him, no mass party oiganisation, just a name," 
cooqilained Gennady Seleanyov, tte Communist 
speaker of parliament, after Lebed's rebuff of 
Zyuganov's overtures. Otiier leading Communist 
Party personalities dismissed Ld^'s alliance 
with Yeltsin as of little ooaseqoence. 

There is a finore about the d^ on triuch the sec- 
ond round of the elections vdll be held. Election 
‘law stqmlalies that the run-off be held on a non- 
woriCD^ dity, preferably at tte weekend. Election 
officials haw so forpnqxised |t on Sun- 

day, 30 June. But the president, b^eving foe turn- 
out would be higher on a weekday, has prepared a 
draft law to declare Wednesday, 3 July as a public 
holiday. Yeltsin, is trying bard to p^ the bfll 
tiuoa^padiamentandwMprabahily win the day. 

Leb^ (he youngest of the prerideotial can- 
didates. was 00 20 April 1950 in tiie Rostov 
region of soutii-central Rnssia. He is a veteran of 
the Afghan War — a war that has b^ped shape 
his idrological beliefs and political orientation. 
Lebed, of wcukmg-class background, was ^ck- 
ly promoted tbrongh the ranks of the Soviet Red 
Arxtty after gradating at the Ryzan ffigtwr Air- 
boame Ttoc^s Command School He is a fervent 
nationalist who has repeatedly called for the ref- 
ormation and rdiuildi^ of tte demoralised Ru^ 
sian army. Lebed feels tiiat the revamping of the 
army is the first step towards foe restoration of 
Russia as a superpower. 

The results of die first round of foe elections 
showed that a large number of Russians see 
Lebed as tiieir chanquon and foe nation’s saviour. 
Lebed went into active polities after his resigna- 
tion from foe niih'taty. He has been a inember of 
the Russian Duma, or paiiiamem, since 1995. 
Many observers see Ldb^ as the real wiimer of 
the 16 June Russian piesideutial elections. 






THE OLD: A Russbui World War n veteran makes hfs past pro- Yeltsin supporters outside the Rossiu THE YOUNG; A yoon^ter peers from a window giving away Yeltria posters in down- 
Dmna. The elderly and pensMHiers have seen their savings dis^ipear since Yeftrin came to power five years ago town Moscow. The yoaa& uiiHke the old, favour the reelertionofYehAi OMokaF) 


Yeltsin’s last hurrah 


Plagued by flawed economic reforms and workers’ protests, Yeltsin had to 
change his tune somewhat before this week's elections, vwites Faf2a Rady 


Modelled (m tiie US vecsioa of campaign poHtickmg and replete with 
a barrage of-ofHitioa potis pnxlmmuig Russim Premdent Boos Yeh- 
sin*s g?ins azid a massive do^ of pro-Yeltsin media propaganda, tbe 
Sunday, 16 June presidential election results in Russia a^>»red ^ly 
predict^le. Altfaou^ most forei^ commentators dismissed Russian 
opiniOD polls for their notorious inaccuracy, political analysts con- 
tinued to use poll results to predict that Yetein would capture about 
one-foird of tbe votes, wifo his Communist opponent Gegonady Zyu- 
ganov trailing behind with an estimated {me^joarter. Voting results in- 
deed confirmed tbe polls’ inaccuracy. Wftb 89 per cent of the votes 
counted on Monday, Yeltsm had cap t ur ed 35 per cent of the vote to 
Zyuganov's 32 percent 

Oa Sunday, voters nationwide flocdced to foe polls wifo an estimated 
69 per cm * turnout Voting, which began in the fornortiaeastem r^ioo 
of Chukotka and moved westawds across Russian's 11 time zones, 
was m(ae active *b»n during the December 1995 pa rf iai MD taiy eleo- 
doos. tte central electoral, commissicai reported. Yehsin can^MUgn 
chief Sergei Filatov told jouroaUsts that foe tnmoitt *1s'pla3dng m for 
votrr of foe CommunuAs". However, an undaunted Ydian east his bal- 
lot on Sunday, confidently dismissiitg foe chances of a Communist 
victory; *it's out of tiie queA‘on,*' he bragged. But Gennady Se- 
leznyov, foe Communist speaker of parliament, predicted that Zyu- 
ganov had ‘^/ery good ebani^ of wini^ foe sectmd round", foe Ros- 
sian news agency Intetfax zqioited. Sinee, as omected, neifoer of die 
leading candidates captured tbe 50 per cent orfoe vote requiiied to 
win. nm-off elections will be held in early July. 

Until election day, Yehsin's (aznp and the Communists were ac- 
cusing each other of plazmii^ election fiaod. To prevent rigging, foe 
Conunumsts mobilised a 200,000-strong contingent to momtor foe 
93 500 voting centres, and stsne 1,000 foreign observei^ jttined foe 
el^on waCT Yeltrin sent itrmmA gna^ to supervise foe polls. Ux^ 
of soldiers patrolled a tense ci^'tal, protecting h from potential 
“acts of tororism**. StiU, there was scattered ioolence. In Bryansk, in 
southwest Rpgrig, a senior police official was wounded when a boinb 
exploded as be was leaving his bouse. And police in foe soufoetn dty 
of Stavropol received calls wanung tiiem foat several .ladings had 

been min^ 

political analysts contend that most Russians mteipret the contest 
between Yeltsin and Zyuganov as a choice between a ^tinuation of 
Yeltsin's flawed refomis or a return to Soviet-era ^licies under foe 
rommuoists. For mfliions of Russians, Yeltsm has indeed be(»me foe 
bogeyman of *e maifeet economy. He is^so profoundly inpopular and 
^v^es such p»«8ir>nfltg resentment that media experts decided to keep 
his picture out of any TV dectidn camprig^ slots. The advestising 
^£ev was simple; a spokesperson for Yeltsin, portrayed as foe avei^ 
^vSer feifolully delivered the packaged Yeltsin messdge: “If-wc 
dSo't ina^ a Tnistalce cm 16 June, if we condone along foe way we 


have (foosen, foe inqirovement wfi] b^ua in one ^ar.** **A familiar 
(heme Ala, '* commented political analyst David Hearsi in The Guar- 
dian Weekfy. “On October 28, lSt91, Yrhsin promised tbe pain would 
last about half a year. In autumn 1992, be pretended to see foe fiist 
signs of increasing productioa... Tbe cynicism of these statements is 
extrurdinaiy.'’ 

In Yaroslavl an indusoriai town 260km n o rtheast of Moacow, where 
Yehsin was vociforousiy bedded foroogbout his camprign speech, 
wodms vented tbeir frny. “AD we ever get fium you are promises," was 
the co mm on refrain, inteoupted by foe owasiooal curae. Miners from 
the Voricotinskaya regUm, like other wedeen had not been pud 

in TnnnAs, mgrity di^ilstyed fodr food cotqxias which they now receive 
in lieu of salaries ‘TTns is not wartune, it is the rtformed for north and 
we get coiqiaiis for G^'s sake!" shouted an enraged miner. **We risk 
our Ir^s dig^ng fru coal and tii^ pay us in bits of paper." 

In efi^ non-payment of workm' wi^ bas become s pennment 
feature of Yehsin's ill-feted adminisuatioa As a result of untenable 
woridng conditions and endemic wage delays, tbe minen' vote — 
wfakfonad helped YeUan win foe 1991 preddendal electkms — most 
probably went to the Communists. Factt^ workers were just as likely 
to vote rnmrmmi.gt- SiDce Russia started its bead-over-heels privat- 
isatioD drive, production has decreased by 50 pm- cent and lay-offs are 
lartqnnt Exiuesring foe workers' de^iair Svetlana Vinogradova, a 
43-y6an<ild unemployed secretary, explained wby sbe voted Com- 
munist. ■ ‘Tn the past everyone had a job and there was no un- 
employment," sbe said. **We used to live in a superpower with a 
strong industry. Now all I see around me is banks, Who needs them? 
What do they (to that’s useful? We barely produce cars these days." 

Siuce foe late 1980s, some 90,000 companies have been sold, most- 
ly at a loss. To fulffl an httematiMial Monetary Fund loan pre- 
condition, foe govenunenl sold about lhree<KpBiters of the public sec- 
tor to foe enmpMiies ’ managers, who paid by borrowing from tbeir 
coQ^Mmy budg^. Many of the new owners reUed on their long- 
established political netwodcs to receive government subsidies. As a 
result TMtfwwt private businesses emitisned to function like tbe public 
sector — wifo the owners capitahsing on state ftmds, while pocketing 
foe profits. In 1993, foe cost of such direct and indirect subsidies 
amounted to 22 per cent of ^ gross national product 

Accon^ to many economists, Russia's p^ to foe so-called free 
market haalwm aberrant — to say foe least Neifoer socialist nor cap- 
italist, the country’s hybrid economy defies theoretica] denomination. 
Unable to otherwise define a s^tem that bas become chaotic, special- 
ists now vaguely refer to *%urBaucratic or political caphallsm", '*state 
omporatism” a^ “clientism". In reality, foe economy's most salient 
feature is its nou-productive rental aito qieeulative base. ’‘Even in- 
vestment banks have no mdustzial planning strat^, no programme 
and no to *»wA»fniBe and restnicture enterprises," explained a 


Russian finance e x pert . Moreover, social and political instability in- 
dnees large-scale capita] flight — at foe anaua) rate of S50 bflli<m. It 
is, therefore, not coincida^ that the left and centre opposition can- 
didates unanimously promoted the return to a measure of state control 
over foe economy, currency exchange barriers and tbe repatriation of 
exported capital 

Wftb the economy in a shambles, large-scale labour juntests and a 
dismal tfiproval rating of six per cent back in Decertfoer, Yeltsin's 
election 1^ may seem miraculous. Tbe man who was until recently 
dubbed as "not smart" and whose notorious alcoholism caused Rus- 
sians to ask if a dangerous buffoon was mimin g tbe Kremlin, maitw a 
remariable comdiack. How did Yeltsin mwmigg the seemingly nn- 
possilile? Manuibeturing consent through media manipuladon may 
partially explain his success story. The la^ly pro-big’ business, pn>- 
Yeltsio media packaged him by demoois^ Gennady Zyuganov and 
playing on many people's ngection of dieir Communist heritage. “As 
ft is impossible to prove that Boris Yeltsin is good, after evnydiiiig 
that has b^giened in foe country, his campaign managers were trying 
to prove that foe opposition is extremely bad," e^^l^cd liberal ecmi- 
ouiist and leader of the democratic oppositioa Grigory Yavlinsky, Un- 
til tbe eve of the electionsi, tbe networks were saturated wifo Yehsin 
ads inter^ersed wifo horror tales of tbe Stalin-era gulags. “When I 
switched on foe TV. 1 had foe impression Stalin had died yesterday,” 
commented s news analyst Among this heavy-handed dosage of anti- 
C ommunist propaganda, Zyuganov’s slots were few and ftr between. 
*Tt is almost as if foe Zyuranov message is carried with an official 
government health warning,^ commented Heaist. 

Beyond foe propaganda strategy, Yeltsin readily acknowledged the 
foiJure of his economic refbtms — seemingly veering from his course. 
After tbe Communists won lak Deccodier's parliamentary elections, 
Yeltria sacked his most visible neo-liberal ministers. He thmi some- 
what distanced himsglf from his long-standing and much criticised US 
foreiga policy alignment by appointiDg Evgueoi Primakov, a Gor- 
bachev man mid long-time ^viet diplon^ as minister of foreign af- 
fairs. He also went to China, vifoere he faid tribute to tbe actuevemenis 
■of a syriem that had realised foe difficult txansitimi to a market econ- 
emy without dismantling its sodri welfere system. But most sig- 
nifirently, be stopped the controversial privatisation drive. 

PoUti^ analyst Bernard Frbd6rick believes that these st^ can- 
not be fo'smissed as mere campaign cosmetics. “Such measures ex- 
prcK a new political orientation. They signify foe victory of foe 
statist nationalist camp over foe Western neo-liberals. And this 
new orientation is determined by foe Russian people's formidriile 
resistance to foe social changes that have been imposed on them 
since the break-up of foe Soviet Union," wrote FrMdrick. Accord- 
indy, if Yeltsin makes it through foe second election round in 
July, he may have to show tbe Russian people yet anofoer face, . 


Capitalist ; 
paradise lost 

Great expectations fbliowed by ; 
disillusionment is how Miso 
Alkal^ describes post-Cold VVar 
economic, pofitical and social 
developments in Central and 
Eastern Europe 


WbentbeBalfflWaUfeUmI990andfoe , 
So^et empire was obviously crumbling, the 
inhabitants of Central and Eastern F u ropean 
countries saw the West as a land of paradise and 
market economy as tbe magic recipe that would 
soon bring tiiem prosperity and affluence. They 
expected magnanimons financial aid as a twattw 
of course. After aU, the United States and ofoer 
Western democracies bad been lamenting tte 
plight of these oftofessed people for so long — 
surely foey would now help tfaerzL 
When given tbeir first chance at free ■ 
multi-pa^ elections, citizens of former • 
communist countries voted for any candidate 
who promised a clean and swift break wifo 
communism. This attitude was nicknamed foe 
“monkey syndrome" — based on foe 
observation of a Polish politician that “if foe 
voters had a choice between a former 
communist and a monkey, foey would vote 
for the monkey". The sooner they got rid of 
the old system, foe sooner foey would Irve in 
capitalism and be rich. 

But soon diea^ of prosperity started to fade. 
Financial aid was scant and whia came did not 
trickle down to tite man on the street Free trade 
brou^ competition from ledmoIogicaUy 
superior companies in Western £01x90, te US 
and Japan; lo^ manufecturas with th^ • 
outdated machinery just could notice^ up. 
ProduenoD droppexl workers were laid off and 
shmy foopdi^b^ofieringtiiewealfooftiie 
world that few could buy became more a source 
of resentmeut and de^rondency. 

Under sodahsm, unemploymait was virtually 
unknown; havmg a job was regarded as a basic 
ri ght Now jobs bexxose a “prt^ege" of those 
wte were wUliDg to make an effort Socialist 
ixleology always portrayed c^italism as a 
tystem based xin theft ^ exploitation, wfaDe 
socialism was siqiposed to be based on honest 
pay for honest wc^ and sotidarhy. As all fr»fog;s 
socialist were being rejected ma^ pex^le 
started to believe tte worst of bofo: foat 
une^Ioyment or poor pay were an 
infrii^inDera of fom rigjhs airi ttet foe only 
way to affluence was thiou^ dishonesty. Social 
discxMiteat and crime soared 
Another problem became evident Newly 
elected xsfficials ixMXriy came fixun tlte 
opposition; thQi were far from power under the 
old regjnie. so tiiey had little or do experience at . 
nmning the oiunny. Even a poor driver with 
experience can har^ a car better than 
sODtefaxxfy who has never sat bdiind the wfaed 
befixe. Basic go ver nm ent did not function 
property. Wtfo their lack of experience in 
hard-ball politics, new leaders were easy targets 
for Western politicians and businessmen who 
wanted to take advantage of them. The advme 
ofWesiaueis was rarely questioned and assets 
were sold at bargain prices. Few realised that 
Westen'enuqMeueins came to make 
tfaemseb^ rix^ taking axtvaotage of 
inexpeasive naunal resources cheap labour. 

Probably foe worst aspect of new 
right-wing rulers was the feet that they 
managed to present themselves as grotesque 
caricatures of communist tyraots: most had 
learned foe style of tbeir politics in one-party 
states and foeir approach to government was 
“And now it's our bim!" 

With foe ap^]^ state of the economy and 
lisiDg poverty, it is understandable foat votera in ' 
many East Eutx^ean countries reversed tiieir 
vxites at their second chance at fiee electixins. 
Former commnnists — who reformed tbeir 
parties* ixleologies into various forms x>f social 
democracy — have already retiimed to power in 
Belarus, Ukraine, Poland and Hungary. 
Comanmist Gennafy Zyuganov is presenting a 
serious challenge to Btuis Yeltsm in tbe Russian 
presideritial electrons. These countries ate 
hardly likely to return to one-party rule, but 
laissez-feire capitalism is defwely on foe way 
out 

In feet, one argue that the right-wing 
regimes who have been elected to power in 
tbe former co mmunis t states of Ea^m and 
Central Europe have gone a long way towards 
rebabilJtatmg foe ideas of socialism anxl 
co mmunis m? tbeiT bungling rule, foe 
wixiespread corruption of tbeir officials and 
tbe colhqise x>f foe exroiromies of tiieir 
countries have convinced many a wter that 
communist rule was not tiiat baxL 
Is this left-to-ri^it-and-back pattern likely to 
keep rqieating itself? Judging from existing 
positive exaptolcs. countries which manage to 
stabilise tbnr economies are likely to elect 
moderate camist governments. Ihe Czech 
Rqmblic, Slovakia, Slovenia and Estonia — all 
of wfaicii enjxty a h^ifay ecotromic recovery — 
are all ruled Ity govenunens which ™nagg to 
avxiid both ri^ii& and leftist extremes. 

Polftkal stability in Eastern and Central 
Europe may therefxire well depend xm the 
success of ecxmomic recovery in foese countries. 
We leam from history tint political extremism, 
soda] strife and aggresdon go band in hand 
with ecoDomic recession. Poverty causes 
deqiair and q»foy — ixleal grounds for the 
proliferatixKi of ligbt- or left-wing “saviours". If 
this is a rule applicable to tbe fixture of 
die former socialist countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe, the out] 00k is rather bleak. 

The total population of foese countries is 
over 328 million. CIA Faetbook 1 995 
estimates the average gross national product 
per capita at S4.SS8. This puts foe average 
GNP per capita of foese countries below tiw 
poverty level of $5,000 per capita, as defined 
by foe Organisation of Economic Coxiperation 
Development. According to CIA sources, 
only some 40 million ( 12.26 per cent) of the 
population of Central and Eastern Europe live 
in a country wifo a GNP of more than $5,000 
per capita — Belarus, foe Czech Republic. 
Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia and Estonia. 

Some estimates are even more pessimistic: 
only tbe Czech RqiublJc, Hungary, Slovakia 
and Slovenia are above foe poverty level — 
some 20 million people or just 8.39 per cteit 
of die population of former Central and 
Eastern European socialist countries. 

The aggregate inflation of foimer socialist 
countries of Central and Eastem Europe runs at 
77.7 per cent — Belarus is foe fecord bolder 
with a whopping 29 per cent ptf month, 
measured ty consumer juices in 1994. Tbe total 
real grx»s domestic product of the le^xm 
drop^by 3.1 per cent in 1995. 


The writer is head qfthesfadsdes centre at the 
Joseph Stefiut Instittde. Ljubljana, Siovenia. 








Privatisation push 

SIX new laws abaed at speedmg vp fiie private 
is^tfopproeiiuiliiieandjaisiqgtiiev ohimft rtfpfi- 
VBte investments in Eggrpt were to die 

Petrie’s Assemb^ wedc fca* dkffn«eBion 

Topping the list is the new Banks and Credit 
Lajn winch was finally pa— last Satsxday, al~ 
lowii^ non-Egyptians to own more than 49 per 
ceiU of the eapi^ of joint-venture bads, on the 
coodidtnt that die shares of eadi indi^^dual nd 
exceed ten per ceot Non-Egyptians will be also 
aOpwed, accnding to a second law submitted to 
ddpaifiameitt on Rules of Cmnmefcial Regjstra- 
ti^ to take part in a number of comnercial ac- 
tivities such as e xpo rtin g Egypt^ goods. 

Ilie thud bw regolales die residence of for- 
eiguers in Egypt Accmdiog to this law, foreign 
e^atnates will be exempted fiom the regim- 
tite system of foreigners. The intedw minister 
will now have ^ aufooiity to extend the res- 
ir^ice period of foreign investoa and tourists 
fion three to five years. 

iSooith on the list is a law which exempts secur- 
ities of die tax on capital gains so as to promote 
private owneiship of public sector assets and at- 
tract smaD-scale investors m trade dtares on die 


Depositors’ luQk 




El-Sherif,. the giant among the defunct Islamic money investment compani^ ;w3S also the 
last to fell, leaving thousands of its depositors clamouring for their life savings- the pros- 
ecutor-general spoke to Mona Ei-Fiqi ijf his plans to refund the disheartened depositors BagaaEt-Aidif 



-Along similar lines, the assembly is also due to 
discuss a DCfw draft law dot exempts mutual 
funds from the income tax. This draft law aims at 
iriUising a tax equality betwoco mutual ftmds and ' 
hxfividuals whore share profits are tax exempt 
The assembty be^m discussioos on a new 
!a^ wfaidt regidates coostruetioai w<nks. The law 
ating at {Romoting die role of die private sector in 
saving the hoosiqg crisis in Egypt and to shelter 
private investors from, onerous bureaucratic red 
ra rw and paying excessive foes to secure a build- 
ing peoniL These complicated {Rooedures and 
foes were a main reason bdiind the private see- 
u^s reluctance to invest in rental bonsing. 

yhe six laws, winch were submitted to the as- 
sembly Ity the government two weeks ago, reflect 
P^bne Minister Kamal El-Ganzoori's efibrts to 
sf je e d up prTvatisation, double fbrnga investment 
and raise narioual growth rates. 


Industrialists aid Iraq 

AjDELEGATION i qptese ntnig the Federatitxi of 
Egyptian Industries (FEI), which recently paid a 
five-day visit to stressed that dwy will do 
d fcV t^ to ensure tfa^ die basic needs of the Ira- 
q^ieople are meL 

Maindoiih Thabet MeUd, vice-presideDt of the 
and head of the Egyptian delegation, speak- 
iifo before over 300 members of die Iraqi Federa- 
tiw of Cbambeis of Commeice (IFCC), said dnt 
Ebjjtian industrialists understand die reason^ 
b«^ the sanctions "npnwd on Iraq by tiie in- 
eonmunuty, but are distiau^it Ity the 
ci|rrent state of Iraq’s industrial infiastnictiire 
and its consequences mi the population’s welfare. 

pffidals fiom die Iraqi Federation of Industries 
a^ tile IFCC told menmets of the Egyptian del- 
egation that greater cooperation betweoi the in- 
dgstrial sectors of botii countries is a must They 
added that Iraq's industrial sector has deteriorat- 
ed to a degree where production has almost 
ground to a hah due to a riion^ of raw materi- 
al and spin parts for the eqmpment 
^ addition to die ofBcial meetings, repre- 
s^itatives of die Egyptian fbod md 
n&ceiiticals industries met with dieir Iraqi coun- 
terparts, who drew attention to the coui^'s need 
for surgical diread, anesdietics, antibiotics and 
^$aie ports fcR^ phaiinacaiticate factories. Also OD 
te li^ ate commodities a»ch as sugar, oil, tea, 
inbnt formula and cereals. 


For depositors in El-Sherif Money Investment Company, tfaoe seeiiK 
to be a light at the end of the tunnel of financial ruin the company is 
in. Govemmeot offldals recently announced diat die sales revenue 
from the sale of EUSberiTs assets to EtSbocouq Company in Feb- 
niaiy 1996 will be used to fiiUy refund dejxiatois by May 1^. 

El-Sherif is but one of 22 money investment conqmies (MIC) es- 
t^lished in die mi^l980s to chmnel savings into investm^ pro- 
jects, and downing to ofifor an Tslainic ahetnative” to the banking sys- 
tem, whose interest payments are crasidered by a sdiool of Jsla^ 
juri^midence to be a form of usury in violation of Islamic 5%ari’a. 
But several years ago, these companies were forced to close their 
doors, iiiwhie to i^iay d^nshrRS after the govemmeot inslnicted them 
to restructure their flawed financial system. Con- 
seqaeody, hundreds of thousands of d^oshors were 
out in the cold, having banded over a tMal of 
LE2.8 bOlioD, S2.2 billioo, 25,000 pounds steiiing. 

160,000 French fiancs and 44,000 Saudi riyals to 
diese MICs. 

On El-Sberirs ledgers alone were the names of 
55,720 depositors, with total deposits amounting 7 
LEU billion. To dale, only about LE333 million of i 
this sum has been refonded. Aceordmg to the deal / I 

struck between the government and El-Shorouq, the / 
first group of depontois scheduled for a refund, r^ L 
ceived 25 per cent of their dqxisits in M^. Hiis \\i V f 

group, however, was ccRiqnised of those adio had do- I | A 

posii^ less LE50,000. Officials add that re- VJ i 
funding of25 per cent oftiiecompatiy's total deposits M f 
wUl continue for toe next four mtRitiis. ‘ ' 

“I've accorted an ££10 million letter of credit firnn 
El-Shorouq,^ Ragaa El-Anbi, the prosecutor-general 
told Al-Akram Weekfy. This move was a step towards protecting the 
rig hts of El-Saimrs depositrns. In other similar stqjs, EI-Arabi ex- 
plained tha* the assets of El-Shnif wfll be handed over to El-Sborouq 
gradually, with the new owner to receive assets equaUmg the sums 
flinded to dqxsitcRs. *£1-Sheiirs assets wfll lemam under se- 


questration until the conqMoy pays off their dqxiatois m foU,'* said 
Et-AnbL 

.Hiose ttto have received nxRiqr fiom JEl-Sherif iermsider tbemsdves 


■fnnnalioD and sad I dtould retuni- ggam 
Saad Khalai ooe of ElrShcrifs 

rf shflnM have, fiom the beanamg, stood by 


pany, Dar El-Wafin TnAistiial and f!mwmair - ial Tnvw f tme n t and 

Nahdet El-Shaiq. 

Whatever success realised in refiinding riqwsitos in gnall MICs, 
however, was tempered by tiie problems encountered when dealing 
wHh larger MICs. 159,670 draoritoits- listed on its bodes, El- 
Rayan Company is a case in point. The compan y holds dept»ts es^ 

_ tinwred at LEU billioo, of 


vriiich only LE466 milli on have- 
beoi rdRmded. 

EI-Rq«n’s depositois have 
iCtSb already received a 10 per cent 

refund, and anodier 10 per cent 
is cunently being doled out 
^ ^ However, said El-Aiabi, “The 

^ conqMmy*5 assets will cover 

i rt-s. oiify 23 per cent of the total de- 

•L posits. Until new assets an>», 

the ooty option we are left , wzfli 
■ is to dose tiie conquny’s file.” 
iN w^- !-✓ Priority, be added, was given to 

' It^ small dtpositara. ' 

[_ r Conylaints on the p^ of de- 

- I tSSS positors were tevelljed at tiie 

government as well as the 
MICs. Some comphined that 
while th^ had invested in US dollas, the government leftnided them 
in ^yptian pounds at the exchange rate at.the time of dqposh, 
not the rate in efiem at tiie time of refunding. 

“When I heard tiat 25 per cent of Ei-Sbrnfs dqioats were to be re* 
funded, I went to the company to but they di&’t give me any in- 


Another El-Sherif droositor, who wished to i«nam anaq ymou^ WM 
even less optimistia ^Be^ite dl tiie dedaratiwis tori tiie cony aiya 
assets .win be 'sold mid the dqiodts reflnided, I haven t ; 

gteporod fiom ttto-I£32,00aiuivBstBd in tiie coop^, she^^-^- 

'file rtiam pRiUem, esplameri El-Aiabi, is that in the ^oas^ttf aonn j 
onaii MKi, tiie assets to cover the depesils are t here, but toaeed:= 
■ more time to sell them, gun ^qli^d^ty and ledhnd dqiosno^ • 

those MICs, however, for whom time is not the issue. B-Ax^ 
ccenpanies sudi as El-Salam hxvestments have no assets ri alL^ys . 
owner sxnqily iJiim ieil tiie conntiy, leaving tte- 1,706 dgw a tor s My . 

and dry and rixirtcfaBnged bot.<xf ££50.7 S3ulio& inyestoistofoiB 

pany, he said,' will only receive tiwir mon^ if a court order is pro- 
cured, or the owner gives the prosecutqr-geiMral the fogd ngitt to Sdt 
the cooDQiBny's assets md refund dqwsitcRa. El-Salam's dqiositoa me 
not tiie only ones left ho I^"g the torrii tty die flame. D^^twitors fiem 

seven erther MIC are ccnfroiited witii a sSmilBr soesisrio. 

Fearing the worst, some dqiositors hmre- exchsnged tii mr r efimd 
voodiets fx goods pnrriissed fiom “iiHkinir* repayment fines a 
ntove 1 ^* B-Aialn stmmrftiy epposes and bas ootiawed. Recall^ 
that- he wrined iteosittRS away fixm tfa^ foira several tunes, 'Ef 
Arabi ad^ ^At first we agreM tiiat some dqwsitns would be al- 
low^ to their refund, vonehers for <hn^le goods.” The idea 

was riURt lived. Dqibsitors b^an - voicing 'orRrqdanits tiiat tiie goods 
were sold at twice tiwir retail value. El-Axrin sufasequentiy dosed 
down tiwse fibs. . ■ ? . 

**I also warned the. caapdaies pertictoatiimiD these fibs tiiri ffti^ 
sdl to deposhofs, tiie general {Rosecution depsrtmest would not give 
tiidn the refimded j^Mtagg of the yonch^” he stated. But tins 
move dd not please some tiw depontocs adio deemed it better to 
purUhase ovo>pri6ed goods instead of takbig tiw risk of nm lecehm 
aity^ of their caaL 


Market report 


GMI slump 


IMF public image 


FOR the third week in a row, tiie General Maiket 
Index (Gh^ wi tnessed a decline slipping by 0.14 
points during the week ending 13 to close at 
202.K. Trading activity was also slunped, trifli tiw 
value oftotal transactions filling to LE75.1 million 
cooqiared to ££ 1 99.4 tiw previous week. 

Capniring dw lion’s sbm of market activity, tiw 
Egyptian Financial and Industrial Conpany traded 
360,975 ofits shares, or 19.71 per cent or total mar^ 
ket transactions. With the value of trading in its 
shares reachii^ LEI2.12 million, tiw company's 
stock gained LE1.64 per share to close at LE34.S. It 
was the shares of the Egyptian Develiped Tech- 
nology CcKDpany, however, that witnessed tiw 
greatest increase in share price. Closii^ at LE14, 
tiw company register^ a 51.35 per cent increase 
during the werit's trading. 

The greatest loss was borne by the Hoeefast El- 
Shadda, with tiw value of tiie ermpany's stock 
dnppingby 11.11 per cent to level off at LE7.2 per 
share. 

In ail, tiw share vahwof 30coropanies inoreased, 
18 decreased and 35 remained tiw same. 



IN A fiirat of its load move, a giom oftep litier- 
oational Monetary Fund (IMF) offidals met bst 
week with memiwts of tiw pnss in an effort to . 
gauge publie opinion oa tiw IMFs policte, re- " 
ports YaiKr Sri^. The viating delegation in- 
cluded membefs of tiw IMFs executive board, . 
wfaidi includes Egyptian natunal Abdel- 
Shakour Stoalan, tiw ZMPs executive director 
for £g^ and 12 other, conntties. The delegation 
met with represeaitatives of tiw hmiring sectM, 
the stock exdwnge, the tax authorities ^ busi- 
neas. 

Altiiough foe executive board is not involved 
in tiw d^to-day policy xie^ertiations 

witii individual countries — a taric typically car- 
ried out by the IMFs technical staff — it ^ fi- '. 
nal say in ^proving agreements reached be- 
tween the and countries attempting to . 
. implement ieFonn | «t> gr am i iws. 

hi a meeting lart Monday, members of the 
press conveyed to tiw dri^rion tiw n^atiye . 


said members of tiw jaefs, tiw IMFs poliews 
Iwve fiOed to bring reoot tangiUe results such 
as hi^er wages and lowe^auenpktyment rates. 
Moreover, the IMFs co a cdtel ia tiQn on tedwica!, 
monetary and issues seem, to the ayer- 

r^coo5nii]ez;tobeattej9men5e(^mareim- 
pMtant issues idated to growth. 

The dd^atiim anrihateditiiis negative im^ 
of tte IMF's policies to tiw dioit tem costs of 

refoc^ felt axist Ity Jow-income grtRps- 

Hwy. explained that tiw IMFs' experience in 
countries sndi as Chile md CdUmAia shows 
flat qwedy t ran sfor m ation lb maiket ecwioQBes 
brings with ft kogtonn gams. Therefocins tm- 
p l e m e nt e d m Egj^ tiiey sa^ attempt to geaa- 
rie growfo by c re a t ing ^ wife inve stniei it base 
sippo^ Ity fioandd balaice and structural le- 
indiidij^ {RTvarisation.^ 

The delefetKRi's next steps on tiw same kind 
of missioa will be Jbite aim Yemen. 


10/6/96 11/6/86 12/6/96 13/6/96 


im^ held Ity tiw public dioat.the fimd and its 
pdfows. In TO ryes of tiw avera^ Egyptian, 


Edited by .GlHid^ Ragab 



PROSPECTUS IN EGYPT CANADA FOR MINERAL OILS. PRODUCTION AND BLENDING OF JOINT 


STOCK COMPANY ‘UNDER ESTABLISHMENT". SUBJECT TO LAW 230 FOR THE YEAR 1989 


Nam* of tbo oompansr: Egypt Canada for Mineral Oils ProcRiction 
and Blending. 

Logal otatut: An Egypt^ joint-stock company, (subject to Law 230 
for the year 1 989 and its executiva charts 

Data of preHmlnary co iitr acila 12/5/1996 
Logal ho adqua rte ra : Cairo 

Tho alin of tho componv: Coilecting and refining mineral oils and 
mixing basic oils and producing mineral oil uSng the modem 
American technology D.C.H. 

The company can carry out other projects or change its activity within 
thefiameworkof the investment law. it can also contnliute or share in 
arty projects that the not subject to Law 230/1 9^ on condition that it 
receives the qiprovai of the Gen^ Investment Authority and abide 
by law 95/1992. 

Loeaftion: Tenth of Ramadan City. 

Fiscal YeoR Starts 1 January and erxis on 31 December. The first 
fiscal year begins on the date of establishment and ends on 
December 31 M of the foRowirig year. 

Comp an y DuraHon: Twenty Five years starting on the date of 
listing the name of the company in the trade register. 

CapHal : Authorized capital : $15,000,000 

Paid issued-in capital ; $ 7,500,000 
Distributed over 150,000 cash nominal shares, each v^ued at $50. 
The founders deposited a quarter of their shares in the capital in 
Banque Misr, the Qasr El-Na branch, ft Is one of the banks licensed to 
receive deritevids for public subscription for account of the company 
being founded. 

Fdonders! 


Hoar to oo bscftb a; 

A subscription appBcation must be filled and the money psM at the above 
meritioned branchesL The appfication must be accompanied with 

kleritification docurnents. 

Sim to bo paid at siibscvfptlon: 

A quarter of the share nominal value (US$12.5) is paid, in addition to two 
Egyptian pounds in issue fees per share. The rest of the value of each share 
is to be paid wittihi a mmdmum of five years from toe date of the 
establishment of toe company. This will be aocordhg to toe way and date 
decided by toe company’s and accordng to article 9 of toe Articles of 
Association. 

lasua faas Includa: In LB 

*eocpenses of prkiting temporary certificates and stock debentures 120/100 

* Marke^ expenses 80,000 

’’Administiative fees arid other eiqrenses 20/X10 

* Bank commission 50,000 

*Fiqrenses and Issue fees for govemmentd entities ao nnn 

300,000 


Nane 

MafionaBy 

iofshares % 

vafoainfi 

BaxpeMter 

Egyptiian 

15/X» 10K 

750,000 

Mr. Ytote Aftnwd G-Sayysd B-Koriri 

Egyptian 

aojjoo 20 % 

1,500/X)0 

The E^ptian Arab Con^^ for Trade 

Egypiten 

isjooo lote 

750,000 

(YeMaB-KbrniandCo) 
TRan Projects Ltd. 

Canadian 

37.50Q 2596 

1875,000 

Mr. Amki Mahmoud Neirr 

Egyptian 

7,500 596 

375/XX) 

Pubfcsifoscftetion 


iSMa 3096 

2ssosao 

Total 


150,000 10096 

TjSOOfiOO 


The number of shares held by the founders represents 70% of the Authcrised 
CapitaL 

Shares offered for piAlle subscriptions 45,000 shares worth 
$2,250 miHion. Each share is valued at US$ 50. Both Egyptian and foreign 
indMduds and InstibJtkms can subscribe to toe offering. 

Date of reedving stock d^mtures riiarriioklers can receive debentures 
vritoin a year from the cornpany’S listing in the Trade Register. 

Date of starting and closing subscription; Subscription wM last 
for two months stai^ 1/7/1986. It w8l be closed as soon as the offering is 
fully subscribed, wfth a minimum of 10 days from toe opennir^ of 
subscription. 

Subscription- lots: A minimum of 10 shares for MMduais and 1.000 
shares for institutions. 

The following bran ch es of Banque Misr will receive subscription orders: Cairo 
branch, overseas branch, Orman, Qasr B-NiL Talaat Harb (MexandrteO* 
IsmaOia Branch, Port Said main branch, Suez branch, Mansoura. Damanhour, 
Z^zlg, Banha, Tanta. Damiena. Beni Suef, Sohag, Assiut, Aswan. 


Board of Direelore: 

Thecompany will be run by a board of dkectors consisting ofaminlmumof 
five members and a maximum of nine members. These are appokM by the 
shareholders' General Assembly for three years, it is necessary that each 
member be toe shareholder of a minimum of at least $10,000 worth of 
shares. This is to fulfil the right of shareholders to be represented in toe board 
cf cSrectors each according to toeir contrfiaution to toe Graftal. 

The General assembly is entitled to bring in an expert who does not comply 
wtih tire premus raquirenieiits, as inernber of toe board. 

Wtihai exception of the previous requ ir ernenl s , the founders have appointed 
the first board cf dkectors to include: 

1- A representative of Banque Misr. 

2- Mr. Yehia Ahmed B-Sa^ed B-Kbmi 

3- A representative of the Egyptian Arab Trading Company . (Yehia B-Kcmi 
arxl co) 

4- Two representative of Titan, projects Ltd. 

5- M*. Mn Mafvnoud Nemr. 

6- Three repreentatfves of the s ubs cribeis to be nominated by the company's 
first genfeal assembly meeting. 

Man agers in Cfiarge : They wBl be nominated after the board’s first meefiig. 

Company plan for the nlBisallon of subscription rewonuos: 

- CoBected used iube oils from the iocal,makel 

- Impoilkg used iube ote fiom other intemationd markds. 

- ReAefiung the used kibe ois coBectsd fiom the local maitot or from the 
kitemational markte to produce Base ofls. 

- Blending the Base o8s and produce finished kibe ons. 

- hryoffing the equipment, machinefy. cars arxl veitides n o ed o d tbr the collection of 
the used kfoe o9s and importing production lines ^lendcUs ad d at^ for the 
piocessr wfit and Bieridng uiits. Irnporfing dilfoisrt Idhds of iubrte 

arfo rnarketing tt fo tiw focal and biternationai rnartet 

- SeiBng ki the focal mwkU the corrpany products ofi Base oBs, firtitoed lube trite and 
differ^ kinds of fobri carts and fcibe ofis. 

-Bcportfcig tiw cofffoafty products. 

- Refekg tiw petrolaim (RDducts. 

- Setting up projects. 

Projected Yield on the paid-in CapHal; 15 96 

Founders apply for the llconse to establtali Hie company in 

bm month after the dosure of subscripflon. 

Hot of contracts ventured Into by the founders during the 
five years prior to the subscription: none 


AodRot: kfr. HassanHamazaAI-Nasherty -22 (^Taha Hussein $trsat. - 
Zamalek - Cairo 

Legal consuttanb Office of B-Nadouiy ^ B-Nahas. 

7 LazoughtystrfeL Isis building -Garden City. - 
■s t abllsl iniont aapen soo i estabiisbmacit oqMnsas including toe Osting 
oftoe comparty on toetrade rsgisterare estimated at LE 50,000. And a 
similar amourti estabBshment and Bcertsa fees. Furthennore, pifoU^iing and 
other expenses. 

■ to casotiwa the offering waa net fully sttb s criboUiiiiWilB 
the apocHled period; tbo bank baa to feHy raftoidt upon 
d emand, the paid aumfc TWa la according to artlciot^ of 
the oaacotivo charter of Law 9S/1992i 
This la to case tha foondera do net cover flia unsiAoeribad 
In abarea^ 

ABocatlon ^ shares: 

ft subscription orders exceed toe offering, each stfoscriber win be allocated a 
number of shares according to the ratio of offered shares to subscribed-ki 
shares. According to article (5^ of the exwufive charter of law 95/199, afl 
subscription order ae to be rnet. taking fo consideration fomi^ small 

stfoscribers orders. 

Profit dtetributlon; 

The company’s nfe prom win be anriuaBy efistributed after deducting an toe 
general experwes and other costs as foBows: 

1 - At least 596 of the profit win cornered to make the legal resenre until the 
total legal reeenre amounteto 2596 toe oompwi/s Authorized CapKai 

2- A maximum of 2596 of the profit wHI be set aside to be distributed as a 
first dMdaxf for diare holdeis bn toe paid sum of their share value. The 
worker'sshareinthedistributedprDfitwilIbewithintheT9igeori096 onthe 
condition that it does not exceed the total of the worker's basic salaries. 
However, If the profit in one year was no« adequate, it is not permitted to 

demand tiris 1096 shrire from the jvofit of the corrring years. 

3- A maximum of 596 of the remaining profits wn be anottsd as a bonus for 

the board of directors. 

4- The remaining p^ wS be distributed arnong the sharsholte and toe 
worirsrs acGortfng to the percentages and HrnHs specified In toe'corrneny’s 
Articles of assodatkm as an extra divkiend, or brought forwaid to toe corrrina 
year on the recommendation of toe board of directors or bund up an 

extraop^nary reserve. , 

When to gri Ca|M MaiM Aallioiny (CllJq accredited P^espeetoft 

Banque Mfe* Investment Trustees departtnent - 153 Mohammed Farid 8L 

Cairo and Banque Misr following br an ches: Cairo branch, overseas bran^ 
Orman, Qasr E^, Talaat Harb (Afexandrte^, IsmaOia brai^, Port rnain 
brandi, Su« branch, mansoraa, D aman hour, Zagazig. Banha. Tanta. 

. Damletta, Boil Suef, Sohag, Assiut, Aswan. 

AuiDtoife report; 

1 frave reMswed the Prospectus end ensured the v^dity of Its contents. It 
compfied with the terms of Law 230/1 989 an Rs executive chart as well as 
Lew 95/1992 and its executive chart and Its supplement no. tl) oonoemed 

with toe contents of putriic subserfotion Bfll 
Auditor. Hassan Hamza El Miieharty- 

FOUNDER’S AGENT 


The Prospectus was reviewed iqr the CMA and was found consistent with iaws 159/1981, 
95/1992 and its Meeuthre diarter. It’s worth mentioidiw that Sie CMA's list approval is not an 
acknowledgment of the company’s commercial feasibility or its ability to post certain results. 

Approval Number 210 dateti 22^1996 


BANQ13EMISR 


tanrestment Tlru^oo Oepartment 
Telf :3561 1 11-3560822 
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dampdovm on substandard food 

IN A symposium held on Tues(^ at.the Nile HHton 
by the St^ Information Service, Fakhry Zikry, head 
of the Administration for Food Supply fnvesfigation, 
announced that a computer protectiQn draft law is be- 
ing prepared and will be put iirto operation; Zncry also 
stated that there wHl be a dampdown on substaridard 
salt producers. 800 tons of substandard sdt about to 
be sold within 10 days were s«zed, apart from arv 
other 300 tons of invalid'salL' 
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Environmental legislation in Egypt 

A LECTURE on environmental legislation in Egypt will 
be given by Saiah Hafez, chairman of the Egyptian . 
Environmental Afeirs Agency in the British Coundl Li- 
brary at 8.00pm on Sunday, 23 June 1996. 

This is the first in a series of public lectures taking' 
place in the British Council Library as part of its 
monthly cultural programme. The programme in- 
cludes lectures on literacy, economic reform, d^n 
and renewable energy, and other topics. 


Economic reform is not at the expense of the poor 


THE INTERNATIONAL Monelny Fund 
(IMF) board delegation, cunentty in Egypt 
on a visiL sad that the ecoriomfo reform pro- 
gramme win irrcrease' the compelifiyenless 
of the Egyptian economy and upgrade the 
standard of fiving. 

At a press oonfierenoe, the IMF delegation 
to Cairor stated that the economic reform 
programme win not add to the burden of the 


poor by rsfelng prices of commodities. The 
only aim of the. reform is to maximise ag- 
ricdtural production arid to redress the bud- 
geCdeticfL 

During the press conference, the delega- 
tion was briefed on the negattw viewpoint 
Gf the man in the street regatdkig the de- 
rnands of the IMF from the Egyptian govern- 
ment, particularty its persistent request to 


CE^ prices atd Its equivocating response of 
the Egyptian government's demand to have 
the last portion of its debts written off. 

The IMF delegation explained that the or- 
ganisation responsible for debt annulment is 
the' Paris Club, which is composed of grant- 
making countries. They set the conditions 
for debt annulment and set the time for it 

The delegation daritied that the economic 


r^bcm programme may be pairtful in the 
short run, but experience shows that this 
pain comes as a result of the late coop- 
eration with the IMF. 

With regards to Egypt, the delegation ex- 
pressed its optimism as Egypt managed to 
achieve a 4.5 per cent growth rate. The del- 
egation atttibuted this success as a result of 
the launching of a strong base for irv 


vestment, plus the other monetary reform.' 
measures speedily taken by the govem- 
ment 

The IMF board's visit to Egypt is the first of 
its kind to any country applying eoorxMnic r^'. 
form measures wife the fund. 

The delegation included Dr Abdel-Shakoiir ' 
Shalan, as well as representatives from the' 
USA. Japan, Canada, Britain and Ireland.' 




LOTS OF TROUBLES 

may come expa(friates’ 
way as they come to 
transfer money to 
their families 

we do it on your 
behalf by telex or 
through the Swift 
System in our 
branches 

in UAE and Bahrain 

(Dutai - Sharjah', Ras El Kheiina) 
j^Uhi Dhabi - Manama 

and get if from the Saudi dii Caire 
Bank and the Arab National Bank 
in Saudi Arabia 

Moti^ trortsferred ean either be' 
depo^t^ at your account or given 
to the bohefidary at his dwelling 
place 






Banqae 



du Caire 


Your Reliable Consultant 


AT A launch event held at Le Mer- 
Idien Cairo, American Express an- 
nounced the offori^ of a new re- 
wards programme for ail Its card 
members in the Middle East 
According to Mr George *Ef- 
thyvoulkfis, the vice-president and 
general manager of American Ex- 
press Middle East The new mem- 
bership rewards programme has 
been developed in appreciation of 
our card members. This is our way 
of saying *thank you* for every time 
they use the American Express 
Card. Afl of our card members in 
the region are being invited to Join 
M^bership Rewards. They’ll earn 
one membership rewards point for 
every dollar they charge with the 
card, anywhere in the world. Their 
I points add up and they can 
j then be exchanged for free re- 
; wards from any of our partners.* 
The uniqueness of the American 
Express Membership Rewards 
Pn^ramme is due to both the 
range and depth of the rewards 
available from the many driforent 
partners: There are sitx inter- 
national airiir^ operating from Eu- 
rope, the Middle East, United 
States, African and Asia; 3 m^or 
international hotel chains and two 
chains of high-quality retail outlets, 
in addition, membership rewards 
points do not expire, unlike other 
»iTulaf: prograiTimes. 

From these partners, American 
Express card members exchange 
their points for-rewards such as a 
tree airline ticket, free room nights 
or large disoounts at hotel res- 
taurants and also for free shopping 
vouchers. Over time, more part- 
ners will be added to the pro- 
gramme offering card members 
even more rewarding choices. 




Maaagen St Amwieaii EqirtBi who attwided llie receptkm. From the left: 
Mr OBur Mend, the G^aerel Meu^ in Egypt; Mr George Eftfayvoelidis, 
dm viee-prmidttt end general jptuta^ in the liCddOe Eatt; Mrs Wafia El- 
i^hhari, the head of muiuringiiigd SE sales in Egypt; and Mr. Kamal Bon- 
ahi, ^ dfreeter. of sales and jDaxilqgiBg for the Middle East 


With an autbnS^ system it 
couldn't be simpler. All the card 
member has to do is enroll irtto the 
Membership Rewards Programme 
and use the Am^can Express 
Card for both personal and busi- 
ness spending. Then the ‘points* 
will just keep adding up with every 
transactfon. 

A Middle East Rewards Service 
Centre has recently been es- 
tablished in Bahrain. The centre is 
staffed by a team of dedicated 
Bahraini customer service staff, all 
e}q>erienc8d in meeting fhe high 
expectations of American Express 
card members throughout the re- 
gion. 

Membership in the programme is 
free for the first year arxi just $25 
per year thereafter for ail American 
Express Cards enrofled. For Plat- 
inum card members the pro- 
gramme wili always be free. Once 
enrolled, card members will earn 
points for virtually anything pur- 
chased with the American Express 
Card. Whether tt is for a femily din- 
ner, a business trip, buying grocer- 
ies or simply petrol for the car, 
sperxiing on the American Express 


Card is rew^lng. 

If card members obtain supple- 
mentary cards for all members of 
their femily they will earn rewards 
points quicker since all spending 
on the basic and supplementary 
cards will accumulate into the 
Membership rewards account 

Rnally, card members will earn 
Points twice when combined with 
some of our partners' pro- 
grammes. For instance, if a card 
member is enrolled in the Gulf fix 
Falcon Frequent Flyer programme 
and purchases a Gulf Air ticket 
with the American Express Card, 
they will earn Membership Re- 
wards points and Falcon miles at 
the same time. In other words, 
they'll be rewarded twice for the 
same transaction. 

In conduston, Mr. Efthyvoulidis 
stated that *the new Membership 
rewards programme makes the 
American Express Card the most 
rewarding card in the Middle EasL 
offering an enormous variety of re- 
wards in a very unique way. It is I 
simply our thank you to our valued ' 
card members every time they use 
fhe American Express Card.” ! 



Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt 

■ Do you have to go to tlie blank eadi time you need 
one of its services? 





. T : 




Never "itrid wcskiog hdiirs and boHdays; Faisal Bank’s automatic 
teller macbine card enti)Ies youtodealvdlhdiebazik24hcn]isad2^. 
(^aid hold^ vriU benefit &om llto fdlowmg sendees; 

- Foreign currency, exchange at the free market rate 
. Cash deposits and withdrawl 

^Account tranters 
^ Balance inquiries 

- Requesting cheque and account books 

- Demanding bank cheques or letters of guarantee 

A card header can issue cards to a specfic peisoii, aUotniig him to 
benefit finran all services except ralmg cheques. 

A card holder can.aiso issue cards to h^ wjjfe, sons or other relatives 
who wffl be entided to receive spedfied funounts of money. 

A card holder^ sdso entitled to receive a deposh card as wellas 
ba ifmne inquiries and staiieingil& : 

Far BureinfonBatioi^ contact head &N14 Cairo 

Teb 7S09iW>,, 57531^5 - 5753109 


Al-Ahram Organisation has established an Arabic ^ 
nwii network, using Al-Ahram’s resources and the 
most nxxlem means to offer communications ser- 
vices via the Internet in Arabic. The network operates 
within the framework of Ai-Ahram Press Organisation, 
which offers the following services: 

For ministries, organisations and banks, the pro- 
vides the use of e-mail, a fast and private way to send 
messages, 24 hours a day, from the organisation’s 
centre to its branches domestically and abroad. 

Additional services offered to businessmen'^ Include 
spedaiised daily bufletiris: late morning and evening 
news; econcxny (banking, money, business, in- 
vestment tourism); culture; daily and weekly political 
coverage and ar^ysis; activities of Arabs residing 
abroad; etc. 

It off^ you e^rything published on any topic which 
you rhight be interested in. Information can be sent to 
you daily. You'll definitely wish to subscribe! 

For more details, contact AI-Ahram Press Agerrcy, At- 
Ahtam, Cairo. 

Tel. 578-6282f 394-1829 
Fax. 578-6906/578-6126 


EL Tariek import and 
export office 
for International trade 


ft V ^ 


National Bank of Egypt 


Sale by auction 

on behalf of one of the bank’s clients 

on Sunday 7/7/1996 10 am 
For sale or partnership ■ 

The Tristar cruise a ^ . 

Length: 50 m2 - width: 8 m2 ^ 
Three levek 
Swimming pool and in 
The fourth level 

■2 Restaurants, 

• Wedding HaU 
•Discoth^ue 

• Bar 

•Sun Deck 

Central Airconditioiung 
4 Maefames - 2 Trafling Machines GM 
2Geaezato[S 
A 9 YearTax Exenq>tion 

Inspection and sale: 

Comicbe El-Nil St, in front of 
National Bank of Egypt Luxor City 


Particulars of sale to be obtained in 
return for L.E. 100 

from Estimator’s office 
Sbukri Mikhaiel Salama 
2 Suliman Halabi St, Cairo 
Tel;5744931/5781907 
Faz:767514 




B^K-QF EOfeSi 

-- ■ VISA CARb' : 




FOR a distinguished lifestyle ^ ! 

IT yon wish to erode the risk of carryii^ lAoiit a hs^ son of money, visa Card fkoiD die • 
NatiMad Bask of Egypt can provide seenrity Is Egypt and dmad nx irillm of the - 
nmoont of year pnrdiases or needs. 

The card is a solid hedge against nnexpected accidents, as there is no B»»» to youT' 
fipefwBnire. provided ttiat the said amomds are confined to the IwflErt set at your 
reqacsl for the card. 

Bren if ynn need to obtain any cash, yon caa sleaply nse Visa Card in the many braoefes . 
of tbe National Bank of Egypt, or throneb any ether bank visa cmrds.' 




We ofier ( Masbromc ) * 
b big quanddes. * O 
We are ready to face s 
your requests for | 

dry Ma^bnome 5 

from May , 1996 f 
ioOetobm*l996 < 
fresh Ma^me is i^dy » 
all the y^ round . 

Please mfonn us by Fax -before three 
month at least to face your request 


Addjoss : 24 . El - Amir street 
El Kiad Tower Alexandria - E^ypl 
T‘j1t: (203 ) 5725325 Fax.: ( 203 ) 5725526 
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The pledge hedge 

Having risen to power on die shoulders of Jewish extremists 
and Likud haidljn^ Netanyahu is now making good on his 
partisan pledges and campaign iKomises to Us supporteis. 
These are, however, the only prom^ he a^jears ready to keq>. 

He has banded over to an orthodox Jewi^ party, which was 
instrumental in helping him form his coalhioD government, the 
Setdement Ministry po^ This not only bodes ill tor West Bank 
and Gaza Palesdnians, it bodes catastr^hic. David Levy, a Li- 
kud moderate relucta^y ^ foreign aflaiis portfolio after 
manoeuvering staunch hardliner Ariel Sharon into the newly- 
established National Infrastructure Ministry. Should Sharon ac- 
cept die post, his authority, coupled with diat weiided the 
S^emeots Ministry, will likely render dreams of securing a 
comprehensive regio^ peace as dead as Rabin. 

Netanyahu lias also given ample indication, outside of his cab- 
inet appointments, that compromise with Arabs is an in- 
ftequemly used word m ids vocabtdary, Altfaoi^ he has stated 
a rtai^ess to meet widi Assad and Ldnnon's HrawL the meet- 
ings. says Netanyahu, will be held oa the condirion that no party 
walks in with preccmditions. If tills was not conditional enough, 
Netanyahu has asserted that Jerusalem is opt an issue for debate, 
Palestine will not be and the Golan will not be exchanged for 
peace between Israel and Syria. 

He encouraged Arafat to continue cracking down on Pal- 
stinian ha^iners. but added tiial security remains his top prior- 
ity. Isaei's army, said Netanyahu, will have **full (reedom to act 
against terrorism'’. Given that tiiCK actions will take place with- 
in Gaza and the West Bank, militaiy manoeuvers on tbe part of 
Israel in these territories are likely to ignite more violence than 
tiiey will tiiwart In essence, be is digging a grave for tbe PNA 
and ushering diem in. 

The Arabs, however, are unwilling to ei^age in any unilateral 
c^itulation or concession-making. The sooner Netanyahu re- 
alises this, ^ sooner peace will cease to be a term thrown 
around as lightly as tbe prcunises be makes. 
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A time for visionaries 

An unambiguous vision of peace by next week's Arab summit conference, and an insistence that Is- 
rael honour its agreements, could save the beleaguered peace process, writes James Zogby 


Tlie Arab summit in Cairo can make 
an invaluable contributioo to tbe 
search for peace in the Middle East 
It can restore balance to what has be- 
come a distmted process and save die 
entire region fr^ tbe devastation 
^ would accompany the collapse or 
even deceleration of tbe current peace 
effort 

Arab Americans, much like the 
Arab leaden preparing to meet in 
Claito, are committed to a peacefol 
and prosperous future for our people 
^ a fuhire in which rights are re- 
gained, security is ensured and econ- 
omies develop^ brii^ing new hope 
and opportunities to our loog- 
sufforing regi<KL 

The summit's final declaration wiU 
have a ^litical impact on many tar- 
get aucuences: the Arab worid die 
US, Eiin^, and the Israeli goveni- 
ment and people. A properly fiumed 
d^Iaration in Cairo can ignite the 
hopes qjaiked on 13 Se p tember 
1993, can present a new chal- 
lenge to the peace m aken. A state- 
ment ttet focuses on vision, em- 
phasises positive fuindples and 
establishes a unified Arab response to 
tbe current crisis will^ much ttf 
counter disillusion. 

While such a declaration in and of 
itself would be of historic izzqMrt, it 
will have an even greater impact, if 
made within a visionary fian^otk. 
Peace, after all, is not an abstractiorL 
Tlie realisation of a just and com- 
prehensive peace will create a da- 
matic new reality for the entire 
regioiL V^t ne^ to be com- 


municated is a compelling Arab vi- 
sioa of the future aixl tbe possibilities 
it holds for all the peoples of tbe Mi(i- 
die East — a vision so attractive that 
people wilt be drawn m it It is imper- 
ative diat tbe promise of this future be 
understood so that h can be accqited 
aod the status quo rgected 

To realise such a peace will, of 
course, require compromise. To this 
die Arab leadas have already com- 
mitted themselves. But compromise is 
not surreiu^, comproinise In ttt 
truest form occurs when two parties, 
of “giving iqi** their asasts, in- 
vest them in each other in order to 
create mutually beneficial dividends 
— so that die rewards achieved by 
each are ^eater ffian the initial value 
of tbe investmenL As envisioned by 
the architect of Madrid, Israel re- 
turns lands, Arabs give recognition 
aod cooperatimi, and both sides ben- 
efit from a future of npanded op- 
portunities for all. 

Investment must be "nmu>i 
oompranuse must be reciprocal: the 
Arab lenders must state this dearly 
and emphatically. The new govem- 
mrat of Israel must eoiztt to under- 
stand that the Arab world is com- 
mitt^ to a peace based on mutuality 
and re c i proc i ty. 

This conumtmeot is no mwe than 
tbe reaffirmation of the fiindamental 
grotmd rules that govern the peace 
process and establish its firm founda- 
tion. 

Only fay affirming mutuality and 
r ec i procity will die beads of state 
make h clear that ground rules al- 


ready established shonld be honoured, 
that the agreements signed and die 
timetables for their iiiq>lea>eDtatiQn 
must be honoured. Mutu^^ and rec- 
iprocity, for example, require that Is- 
rael act in c(^iiance with all its 
commitments in the Paris Economic 
Proioecrf and Osh) I and II: promptly 
resume final status talks on all issues 
(including bofders, refugees, wafer 
and land ris^its, setUemenis, and Je- 
rusalem), in good foidi and widnut 
preeoodHioiis; recommence n^o- 
tiatioQS on the Syrian and Lebai^ 
tracks on the basis of the previously 
agreed-upon Madrid grot^ cutes; 
and cease all attenqits to change foots 
on the ground (by such methods as 
expanding settiaxients or altering the 
STtnatio^m aid around Jerusalem). 

It was, after all, in response to these 
agre em ents and based on a mutual 
commitment to those ground rales 
that several Azhb heads of state in- 
itialed inqionant cmfidence^Muldiitg 
measures. For such gestures to con- 
tinue, they should insist that IsraePs 
enmniTrmwnre m mutuality and rec- 
iprocity must be leaffixmed 

For example, it was an Arab m- 
itiative to ease the sectmdary bctycott 
mt Israel tn respMise to an Isra^ 
ctsnmitmcnt to freeze settlements. 
Since tiien, some Arab states have 
even begun to develop dir e ct trade 
links w& Israel Meanwfaiie, under 
tbe Labour government the settiemeot 
population increased by 30 per cent in 
the three years. What if foe Pal- 
estinians vrere so flagrant in their foil- 
tire to comply with their commit- 


ments? The decteiatioa issued by foe 
fbrthconung Arab summit needs to 
tnw phfldgg that, wifoout mutuality 
end reciprocity, confidence-buildiag 
steps towards Israel become suc^ 
raxler — which is intolerable. 

To insist that sudi commitments be 
made by Isr^ is onty doing what foe 
foe co-sponsors of foe peace pro- 
cess, have been urging the Arabs to 
do: “waiting seeing” wd *^not 
prejiK^ing.” Tbe Arabs must, indeed, 
“wait and see” whether the new Israe- 
li government bonoors hs commit- 
meats .and behaves in a nMoner con- 
sistent wrdi foe jxinciplcs of 
mutuality and re c iproc i ty. And, until 
it does, we will “wah and see” re- 
garding future confidence-building 

measures and nonnalisatioa. 

Tte Israeli people, it is said, made 
a choice. Some say they efao^ fear 
over h(^. Some say thn they chose 
security and peam on th^ terms and 
rejected mutuality and redprocity, 
dioosing'io return to foe. old par- 
adigm by seeking to iMwifani all of 
the gains of foe paft two or force 
years Onaeased recoignitioD, ac- 
ceptance and trade and tiie end of foe 
Intifoda), vriiile giving little beyond 
hollow words in return. 

Now that Israelis have chosen a 
new leaderfoip, the Arabs must give 
that new leadmlnp a choice: mutual 
peace and security, or a zevosal in 
the peace process from which they 
have benefited so greatly. 

As foe Imdas present these 
two ahernative pafos to the govern- 
ment of Israel they foould rest as- 


sured Aat they have significant allies 
in their camp — foe ovawheimiag 
majority of foe Arab people who want 
peace based oo justice, foe world 
c^^unity tiiat has affirmed foe prin- 
ciptes of a just and lasting peace, and 
a e«b<*ani tial body of opinion in Istael 
(and foe US), which will insist that 
foe new Israeli government nuJee foe 
right choice. The Arab heads of state 
■ are ^>erating from a positioo of 
strengfo Peace can continue if foey 
affir m its vxsiOD 3Xid its {Hinciples and 
define, in umuhbiguous language, ^ 
tarma of its eugugement By beo^ 
firm in their cornmitmeni and vi- 
sionary in their approach to pea^ 
fo^ win ^ve stren^ to ^ir allies 
and those 'nfoo are committed to a 
lasting peace. 

This is not foe time for extraneous 
debates, counterfvoducth'e threats, or 
tbe airing of divisvc internal petty 
grievances. This is foe moment to ac- 
cq)t tile challenges of history and to 
besiroi^ 

Presentittg a visiemary commianent 
of a comptdieasive peace, imistiog 
that Israel honour its commiimeiits 
atirf agr ea m mutuality tBid rec- 
iprocity, and iwairing Aiab-Israeli re- 
lafoas cmfotiohal oo fuR compliance 
with the terms of peace will ensure 
that thi s qiwifwit will be an historic 
event It may wdi establisfa that it is 
tile Anfos who occtqiy the high moral 
ground. 

77ie wnter is presidetu of tke Wash-. 
ington^Mised . Anb American In- 
stitute. 


The Arab summit and Madrid 

Mohamed Sid-Ahmed qu^tions whether an Arab summit can stand as an 
expression of the continuation of the Madrid peace process rather than its antipode 


For years, tbe possibility of an extended Arab 
summit seemed as elusive and unattainable as a 
mirage boveringjust out of reach. But Arab lead- 
ers are finally coming togetiier in Cairo tomorrow, 
the difTerences between them paling before foe 
raormity of tbe common threat they fece fol- 
lowing Netanyahu's accession to power. 

While tills long overdue closing of ranks is to be 
welcomed, it must n<» stop at & convocati<n of 
tbe s ummi t or at tbe attempL however sincere, of 
various Arab parties to bi^ their differences. 
What really counts at this critical moment is the 
summit's ability to come up with a strat^c pan- 
Arab vision capable of standing up to Netanyahu 
and of salvaging the peace process. 

From tile many statements Israel's prime min- 
ister has been m^dng, especially during his elec- 
toral campaign, it is clear ^t be is placing himself 
outside the Madrid framework. Hie peace process 
launched hi Madrid was tesed on three Security 
Council resoluticRis, 242, 338 and 425 (on Leb- 
anon), which were distilled, by agreement among 
all die parties who attended foe conference and 
throi^tKiiit tbe negotimions since, into tbe land- 
for-peace formula. In fact, all tiie t^reements 
signed to date are based on tiiis principle and <xi 
the terms of refcreace established in Madrid 

In a flagrant breach of this principle, indeed, of 
die whole concqit of peace as adopted to Madrid, 
Netanyahu has evenly declared that he will not re- 
store the Golan to Syria. While Israel has in the 
past in^reted Resolution 242 as entailing the 
resteratioo of most, and not necessarily ait, of tbe 
Arab territories it occupied in 1967, it has never 
before intetpreted tbe resolution as "waning die 
restoration of none of the teiritories of a given 
Arab slate. 

With the entire pme process hanging in tbe bal- 
ance, die Ai^ F^imes have every interest in dis- 
pelling any doubts as to where the lesponsilHlity 
for tiiis new crisis lies. To that end, I believe they 
sboidd move the summh from tbe purely regional 
into tbe internatiooal plane, not only by projectiog 
their meeting as an affirmation of the Arab com- 
mitment to & peace mechanism adopted by an in- 
ternatiooa] conference in Madrid, but also by in- 
viting the sponsors of the peace process to the 
Cairo summit or to a follow-up meeting. 


The presence of US Secretary of State Wanen 
Christopher, of Russian ForeigD Minister Evguea^ 
Primakov, of rqiresematives from tbe Ell and the 
UN and of other intematiraial observes would 
hi^ilighf the summit's t ^sraeter as an (i ptfataH 
versimi of tbe Madrid conference and a symbol of 
Arab determiaatioa to continue with the peace pro- 
cess in defiance of Netasy|fou's obstxuctioaism. 
While the Israeli electorate is entitled to elect the 
g o v em m cit of hs choice, tbe Arab regimes are en- 
titled, for their part, to require tbe Israeli govern- 
ment to honour its international commitments, 
which may only be rescimted by agreement of all 
the parties involved. 

Pitqecting tbe Arab summit as an updated ver- 
sion of the Madrid conference is not incompatible 
wifo the idea of postponing the wmmvn;.- nmimit 
scheduled to meet in Egypt next November and of 
makiDg hs convocation conditioiial on Israel's im- 
plementanon of agreed-upon peace commitmesits. 
There can be no talk of economic incentives and 
of a MitteDe East market as long as Israel makes 
military dissuasion tbe basis of a process it attrib- 
utes to peace. Nos is it possible to proceed wifo 
economic multilateral talks wbfle the bilateral 
landrfor-pea« formula is not applied. Tbe criter- 
ion at tiiis very moment is wbefotf Netanyahu will 
honour Israel’s commitment to redeploy hs forces 
inHdjTon. 

ftesident Cliotmi is all for the convocation of an . 
Ar^ summit, if only because it can help him cir- 
cumvent a major difficulty. Tbe US (xeskfcnt 
stroi^y supported Peres against Netanyahu duriqg 
tte teiuU election campaign, ou the grounds that 
tbe former upheld the peace process while tbe latter 
op p osed H. Netanyahu's victory at tbe polls has 
forced Clistoo tt> make a U-tum. Because it is b™. 
not Netanyahu, wbo zx>w feces election in foe com- 
ii^ monfos, and because the aU-powofiil Jewteb 
lobby in America is m«e likely to give hs support 
to Netanyahu than to Clinton, tiw American pres- 
ident might find an Arab summh which supports 
tiK peace process a useful CQuoterbaiaoce to the 
pressmes brought on bis administration by the 
American Jewish lobby. 

Russia, the EU and the UN will also be inter- 
ested in supporting tbe summit, the fim because it 
will ro-activate hs role as co-sponsor of foe pro- 


cess, foe second — notably France — because it 
can oversome hs mar^nabsation at foe hands of 
succesave US admmi<tT a finn«, die third because 
the Icgtunaity of tiie whole process is based on Se- 
curity Council resolutions. All intem ariftnyii par- 
ties would like to see an Arab s ummit u phnim*g 
the continuation of the peace process, deq>he Ne- 
anyahu’s defection. . . 

It m^fat be difficult for the Arab l e ghn e s fo sus- 
tain a 1^ endorsing a peace process that has bctt 
abandoned by Israel especially that Netanydia's 
accession to power will confirm the rejectionist ar- 
gument that tile whole peace process was doomed 
to feilure since hs inc^'on. To defeat this argu- 
ment, the Arab r^imes will have to ensure the ab- 
sence of loopholes within their own ranks. . 
runs counter to the pre-suminit decision to 
Iraq from the sumnut and declare, beforehand, that 
it will not be invited, a decision that can only re- 
inforce iqectionism and mba»vT^ its aiqieal for the 
recalcitrant Arab regimes. 

Tbe Madrid process was based on tiie wkle- 
qxead belief among Arab regiines that the baqi re- 
gime had become theix ™rin enemy and on the as- 
sunqition that foe Israeli Labour government was a 
lesser evil than Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. Today, 
these regiines cannot assume that SMkfam is worse 
than N^uyahu. But brin^ig Iraq back mto tbe 
Arab fold is a difficult, if not impossible, ta^ un- 
less Egypt, tbe only country in the region wbicb 
maintains contact with all ^ others, plays an ac- 
tive role in tiiis n^aid. Nor should it beshate to ^ 
so, for peace, in foe final atelyt^ involves more 
than endiDg the coafrootadoD with Israel It also 
eniaite putting an end to Ite reasons wbicb fiiel 
cpnbadictioas among the Arabs themselves and 
expose their societies to various fonns of violence, 
incliidii^ tite spread of tentsism. 

That is why tiie defusion of tiie press crisis ear- 
Us’ this week is to be caqnmraded as a step in the 
right direction. For the absence of press fieeckun 
means tbe absence of a forum for dCTocratic de- 
bate, the only mechanism which can pww m r vi- 
olent clashes between those who call for pursuing 
the peace process to its ultimale end and those 
wbo see foe present developments as validating 
the rejectionist logic at this ciiti^ juncture in tiie 
history of foe entire Tegion. 


A minimum 
of concxjrd 

By Naguib Mahfbuz 


Discussion of the 
j ItiLety ragrificatims 
of the results of tbe 
Isra^ elections, 

! even though not of^ 
ficialty on the 
agenda of tiie Arab 
aammiit, will Un- . * 

doubtedly cast tiidf 
shadow (» pro- 
ceedfogs. Yet the rationale for the 

summit r emains i^ardless Of what 

haj^xns or has happened in Israel. 
President Mubarak, after all initiated 
a series of meetings with Arab lead- 
ers before foe elecfoms. cannot 
be denied, tixRigh, is tiiat tbe electo- 
ral success of Likud has given im- 
petus to tbe seardi for a imited Arab 
stand. 

The summit is most likely to pro- 
duce a short term strata vis-4-vis 
the peace process and Israel, though 
it raay.wdl have a much more pro- 
ibimd efiitet on mter-Aiab tdatirais. 
Certainly tbe expectation is that the 
summit wOI naffinn the Arab com- 
autmeot to pearo, and will demand 
tbe impfementatioD of the terms of 
agreenuaits already concludecL Sixfo 
ctenMnds have the advantage of mak.- 
ing abundantly clear just wbo is ob- 
structing peace. And such a dar- 
ificatioD, by bringiDg internatioDal 
opinioo to bear on Isrul can only be 
to the benefit of the Arab parties to 
peace. 

As fer as inler-Arsb relations are 
concerned our aim should be to attain 
foe minimum of coooord to bIIow (be 
creation of some land of .economic 
int^rerion between Arab sates. I 
am sure that Egypt wifi have ^lecific 
propos^ to put forward in this con- 
nectionl 


Based on an int&view by Mokamed 
Salmativy. 



PxcM 74^ Timely tactics 


Octobers “Netanyahu has caused tbe Arabs to 
awaken finm the dream of a rosy peace and to realise 
that.. they_ have allowed Israel to give or take ac- 
cording to its own desires... Not only is Arab land en- 
danger but Arab lives as well It is inqiortant that 
Arab solidarity should returiL.. yet this time it will re- 
turn not in response Co die wishes and nationalist 
dreams of an Ai^ leader, but as a prerequisiie to sav- 
ing Arab existence." 

(Ritgab El-Banna. 16 June) 

Al-Ahrsms “The keys to success at the forthcoming 
summit is more Arab solidarity, a total rapproebement 
and emphasising that tbe Arab condition for achieving 
peace is a foil Israeli withdrawal. Without this tiiere 
would be DO difference between Peres and Netanyahu., 
nor b^weeo a rotten peace prtyagat^ by an Israeli pre- 
mier or one produced under Israeli nuclear begemocy.” 
(Ihsan Bakr. 16 June) 

Af<Aldiban “While Washington is uigmg the Arabs 
to proceed cautiously, Israel is saying 'NO* to every- 
thin under the sun and [xopagatin plans for Erea 1^ 
rael... overlooking the feet that this notion was made 
void by the Intife^ Perhaps it is testing the waters. My 
advice to those who advocate Israeli expansion and see 
things only from tiie Israeli angle is, ‘never under- 
estimate... the Arabs'." 

(NabiiZaid, 16 June) 

Al^bi: “We call upcKi Arab leaders to take a joint 
decision to suspend evnything until an Arab approved 
peace is achie^ — no nonnalisation, rqire^tative 
offices or exchange visits wifo foe IsiaeiU. Let this be 
foe decision; the key to clearing the Arab atmospbrne... 
In the fece of danger, brothers unite and forget dif- 
ferenees. We do not reject Arab r^roebement — in 
feet we call for iL Yet Israel is not to be l^otten — Is- 
rael... is die real danger which tiireatais us alL” 
(Diaeddin Dawoud, 17 June) 

Ai-Ahram: “The fonheoming Cairo summit 
comes... in the words of President Mubarak, as a dec- 
laration to tbe world that foe in Arab ranks is at an 
end and that a new start has been made to unify Arab 
ranks.” 

(Mohamed Basha. ! 6 June) 


Al-Shaab: “We are witnessing two great events that 
revive our hopes... that tbe clock cannot be turned brok- 
wards instead of move frirwatxis — tbe semi-cQinplete 
Arab summit and tiie demise of the infiunous [press] 
Law 93.„ both at tbe same time.” 

(Magdi Ahmed Hussein, 18 June) 

Al^afd; “The Arab summit has otiier great benefits 
tiiat were never mentkmed — it hastened the dissolution 
of foe Press Syndicate crisis and tbe trap of Law 
(Magdi Mehanna, 17 June) 

AkAhran “Presideat Mubarak’s histtmc stance has 
put tiie brakes on those wbo mess around witii tiie na- 
titm’s welfare. His sense of foe sanctity of freedom and 
the security of the oation is greater to that of any of 
them. Th^ are a mmority that excel only at hypocrisy 
and harming both tbe r^hne aod foe nation.” 

(Musutfa Bakri , 15 June) 

AMvOmhuiiss “Now there . are no extremists tx 
moderates in the Press Syndicate, nor goveromental or 
opposition m emb ers ... journalists are all patriotic Egyp- 
tians wbo vmnt a strong ration, a strong government 
a strong oppositioa. They want press freedom for one 
and all. Journalism without fieedra of exiuessicHi is oo 
more than dead letters!” 

(Kamei Zoheiri, TSJune) 

AMMi! “If the Arabs use their pressure cards sldlfully. 
foe Israelis will eventually realiK tint foUowiog tiie trail of 
r^fois and extirme Zkmists can onty lead to a end. Tbe 

first card should be a unified stance'against nonnalisaticHL” 
(ZoJf? Waked, 19 June) 

Ai-^iaab: “The Press Syndicate U living its most Se- 
rious da^ It is 00 longer confined to defeading the free- 
dom of journalists but has become a betioo of defending 
all freedoms. Tbe resignation of hs bead and council 
along with tbe General Assembly’s stnmg decisions in 
combating attempts to impose Law 93, is a good sample 
to all on bow to fight for one's rights and nc^ to give in to 
foe aggressive attacks oa people’s fieedoms." 

(Talaat Romeik, l6June) 

Compiled by Mala Saqr 



PresMeot IMwrak^ fealnro* ahvasrs.rmiiBd om, ^ ^ 

«lie ffncM of aneiffirt Egypttens, as recorded te PhranM? 
and tt te fbr tbte reason that I fianreclMM to dwlcCMB?te!2L^^ 
Bat tMs aneteirt Egyidian atemairt te meralyVM^!^ 

flat teatewstiiiffiFitsMytolltneedliy tel appreriwH,^^^!^^ 
trees that are genobrely Ms, concreitretsd areondaiTm^ 
cheeks but most apparent in Miiberak^ innile, a smile that 
OHca ^rentsaaous sted aolMi 
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Cio^dc ufr 

Salama A. Salama 


shadows 

While amm^ments for 
convenmg a coni' 
prebensive Arab aummit 
were being 

has^ atteoqia were ma^ 
in certain quarters ID' calm 
. American and Israeli 
“fears" and to stress tbe 
fact that summit was 
not directed against Is> 
raeL Indeed' some of- 
ficial statements stated 
baldly tiat die g mu mit 
had nodung to do widi 
the fact that the fate of 
tbe Middle East peace 
prociMs, post-lsiadi elec- 
tions, was now in tbe 
hands of Nefaaiyafau and 
his sup p o r ter s on tbe Is- 
raeli ri^it Khm Hussein, 
retiHiiing from visit to 
Washington, ‘saw nothing 
to intemie with a re- 
itetation of his optimism 
reganhng peace in the re- 
gion. 

Within a few hours die. 
summit Will have con- 
vened. Yet in die nm iqi 
to- the m ee tin g nobody 
has troubled to allay Arab 
fears, fears that have been 
, fanned by statements 
made by Netanyahu 
• and his su pp o rt e is con- 
cerning tiie pe^ process. 
Neidier.j\meriea nor Is- 
rael has taken the trouble 
to define its current posi- 
tion vis-6-vis tbe magic 
formula established by 
the Madrid peace confer^ 
eoce, the .“land for peace" 
formula that underwrote; 
the Oslo and Cairo agrecri 
meats, the Joidani^, 
Israeli agreement, and* 
which formed die ba^ of 
Syrian-Isradi nego^ 

tiatioDS, j 

The policies of the Ne- 
tanyahu govenxment havjs 
yet to assume their 
shape. Theyi are^ in 
case, unlikely to be 
public imtil after Nb- 
tanyahu's coining visitiio 
Wasbington, where he 
will meet ftesident Clin- 
ton and odier US ad- 
ministration officios. 
These policies will also 
become clearer in -ihe 
light of Netanyahu's ex- 
pected meetings with a 
number of Arab leaders 
led by President Mubandc 
and King^- Hussdn. Only 
' after such Meetings Will It 
be po&ril^ to detertnine 
the intentions of IsraePs 
right wing forces*' re- 
garding the pe^ - pro- 
cess. • ■ 

In die ' meantime, 
thnii^^ certain things arc 
clear. Unto Netanyahu, 
Israel'/ roanageinent of 
die “p«we batfle” will un- 
dergo a raefied trans- 
fonxMon, : least 

tfarougb the 'new prime 
minister’s emphaag on 
tbe at^hite pnoriQi| giv- 
en to the IsiMli cobcept 
of security, a {niority ih^ 
might eventually to 
freezing dw final phase of 
negotiations widi the Pal- 
estinians, a refusal tb re- 
turn tbe Golan Height^ 
and — here I might be 
being r^itimistic — an in- 
sistence on mainla^ing 
tbe status quo in' Je- 
rusalem. 

It is not particulaily 
constructive, at diis junc- 
ture, to pay too much at- 
tention to an ' assessn^t 
of Netanyahu's own op- 
tions. Radier, our cmicem 
should be focused oq ^ 
options with which tbe 
Arab summit will deal 
and . the choices it will 
make, so as to deny Israel 
the abiUty to benefit from 
iotcr-Arab (fisputes. At- 
tempts by Israel to 
Arab countries qne 
against tbe odier mnst^be 
systematically frifii^ 
There are many 
dicatioDS ihai Netanyalm's 
foreign policy follow 
the old colonialist tactic 
of divide and rule, suc- 
cessfully iH'ipleipented |-cn 
occasion by Peres ufid) 
the of the US. < 

Tbe problem now, of 
course, is that fox the next 
few months, as domestic 
considerations come to 
(dominate the agenda in 
Washmgton, the US ad- . 
ifuiustration is unliketii to 
be in a position to exert 
any pressure on 
lanyafau. Therefbr®, ^tbe 
role of “honest broker^ 
will be governed durin g 
the coining the 
period by domesw uS 
considerations on the 
hand, and by 
ability to ¥>«*■ 

mnki on the other. _ 

The danger is ™*r^ 
ing the next phase *e en- 
tiil Middle East 
ter a 

shadows will be darkest 
however,’ if *e sumimt 
fails to achieve a 
mum of sinceia 
standing as to b ^ ^ 
deal with the nxireiM 

right-wing Likud and Us 
concept of peace. 



Law 93: A silver lining? 

In the West tbe press has become so powerful and influential 
that those in power cannot dare to entertain even die thought of 
rmtzzlmg or restricting H. And among the first countries of the 

.jti Worid to r^gnise the importance of press freedom we 
must count Egypt. The press, after all, played an impoiiani role 
in resisting the British occupation, and has bonour^ly battled 
against comqition and tbe dictidorship of minority govem- 
ments. 

Tlw Egyptian fuess has passed tiuough good and bad times. 
But it has survived all attanpts by minority parties to exercise 
control tfarougb toughening penalties aga^ joumaliste, al- 
ready subject to a vast quantity of legislation, some of which 
dates beck 70 years and more. 

In 1960 tbe jvess was nationalised Journalists were turned 
into government officials, their role to appease the regime's 
leading figures. At regular intervals, in 1964, 72 and 81. they 
were remo^ from oewqiapers and given aheni^ve, me- 
nial jobs. 

The latest stonn tbe press has had to weather was the issue of 
Law 93 for the year 1995, toughening penalties that could be 
in^sed against journalists. In the 12 
months following tbe issue of the law 99 
journalists have been referred to court un- 
der its provisions. 

Every cloud, though, has a silver lining. In 
their struggle to annul this law joum^ists 
have engaged in a pattern of sound dem- 
ocratic practice unpr e c edented in the history 
of Egypt's inofessiona! syndicates. The 
struggle, thou^ should not stop at the ab- 
rogation of Law 93. It must expand to en- 
cotnpass questions such as the ownership of, 
and the right to issue, oew^mpers. Such 
questions are, after all, at the beA of press 
fieedom. 



This week's Sot^fbox^teaker is amanber Magdf 
of the cowtaloftheEgj^iem Press Syndiceae. Mehanna 
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No longer the promised land 

Israel is changing. The concept of a purely Jewish state has not been realised, and the dream 
of a promised land has been relinquished. Yet this, writes Qadri Hefni, is only the beginning 


Since the foundation of Israel, Israelis have bad to con- 
oid with two successive proUems cmnected with na- 
tional identity. The first was the relstionsfaip between 
Jefwidi and Israeli identities; tins has bem rqilaced, to- 
d^, by die relationship between Zionism and Israeli 
identily. These sources of identity — Judaism, Monism 
and Israeli nationality — concur upon tire legitimacy of 
tire state of IsraeL Kiforences arise, however, over the 
concquual frnmdations retire state: its rdaiionship with 
Jewish history, with its son-Jewish inhabitants, Jews 
elsewhere in die world, nei^ibourmg countries, tbe in- 
tonational commonity. 

Tbe roots of the problem of the relatiooship between 
Israel and Judidsm predate the foun£ng of Israel, and 
can be found in the very origms of Zionist ideology, 
and tbe prevalence of secular Zionism over the teadH 
ings of religious Talmudic Jews. 

The feet that the creation of Israel was the product of 
a predraninantly secular movement <hd.noc- quell otho* 
le^oQs trends.' On the contrary, the struggle between 
rriigion ao4 die state is stil) vety much alive. Israel has 
rnanwgj^ 10 aCcoomuidato!:diis''r6a]ity. The cooflicT be- 
tneea naticnul and reli^aus identity m Israel has never 
been so..priMfoi^ as to' threaten ^ existence of the 
It stands pertains to the na- 
ture'.ofii]te ^svBiJiiiunt within a country, tbe existence 
and.“in6l^e” bordeis of .trfiidi neidier party has called 
into question: It .would also appear that the conflict be- 
tween state and 'religioD in lanel is part of die worid- 
wide conflict between secularism and religious fimda- 
m ental igm. Fmally, and more importandy, there has 
been no practical cause to clearly distinguish between 
die interests of Israeli and non-Israeli Jews dnotigh<^ 
^ war-no peace" period, which ciihninated witii 
the Isiuti victory in 1967. 

The conflict between state and religii^ therefore, im- 
plies the acceptance of certain prerequisites for die full 
realisation of the Zionist These are: dre total Zi- 
onisation of all Jews and tbe end of any Jewish re- 
jection of Zionism; tire end of the Dia^ora and tiie 
gatiiermg of aH Jews in Israel; the aefaievemrat of eth- 
nic purity within the Jewish state and die removal of die 
Paloitiman pqiulation; Jewish cohesion and ho- 
mogeneity dXFOugfr die elimination of di« - 

criminatioa among Jews; and finally, the alignmeot of 
die state’s politick bouoldaties witii foe boundaries de- 
fined by scripture: “from die Nile to die Euphrates'*. 

Of prerequisitBS, the <mly one to have been fiil- 
filletk at least in pax^ is die last, as a result of foe 1967 
War. 

This achievemeDt in itself brought to foe .fore a prob- 
lem which, until then, hart been latent in the discussions 
of 'various Zionist conforeaices;.,.-“Who is leading 
whom?” Is foe leadership of IsraeT tb-be vested in the 
Jews of teaeU foe inhabitasis of foe st^ that won die 
victr^ of 19677 (m- in die Jews.offoe.ilS^poxa, by vir- 
tne of di^ greater nunbers and wealfo? In foe event of 
foe fixmer, Israel becranes the ultimate audiority for tbe 
rest of die Jews in tbe world. In foe latter case, dre in- 


ternational Zonist movement remains the higher source 
of aulboriiy. 

A heated dd»te continues over this issue in IsraeL 
which may come as a suiprise to many in foe Arab 
worid, who still tend to believe diat tbe Zionism found- 
ed at dre begmmog of this century is as powerfiil in Is- 
rael as it once was. Zionist Jews m dre US still ding to 
Zionism as foe most qipropriate frameworic to mobilise 
an efTective lobby ti>^ suits their interests in foe US. 
On foe other himd, it is sufficient to obsove the con- 
flict in Israel over foe Israeli-Palestinim peace agree- 
ments and tbe controversy, in tbe run-up to tbe elec- 
tions, over foe recent wave of bombing^ in order to 
note foal 'Zonlsm’ and any reference to Jews of the 
Diaspora have no pl^ whosoever in foe bickering and 
back-biting prevalent among Israel’s frelhicians today. 

How can we explain this transitioa in the relaiion^p 
between the Zonist movement and Israel? Has Israel 
really undergone a majer traosfomiation? Or has Zion- 
ism taken a stnu^'c turn? 

The expression "Zonist state" is clearly a contra- 
dictioD in terms.' It is absolutely impossible ^ a pre- 
conceived ideology — in this instance, Zonism ■— to 
conform wifo die tangible manifretatioas of statehood. 
In this, Israel is no excqition to ^ rule that governs all 
fonns of “doebioal" states. No sooner was & state of 
Israel formed foe contradiction be^ to aumifest 
Itself* tbe state rqxesents primarily foe interests of foe 
Jews of IsraeL while the Zonist oigai^tion represents 
tbe Jews of foe Diaspora, particularly in the US. If bofo 
sides have been riile to transcend foe theoretical cootra- 
foction in practice, it is because have reached a 
certain concordance (not conformity) with regard to 
their reflective interests. 

Is this concordance anything new? There has been a 
real change in the interests of the US, and of US Jews. 
There has also been a change in foe economic interests 
of IsraeL as r^ resented by its citizens. 

In contenqiletmg this change, one must take into ac- 
count the conside^le extent to which American , and 
Israeli interests in tbe region overlap. 'When we speak 
of change in the interests of bofo sid^ tins is not at all 
to suggest that an area of shared interests no longer ex- 
ists. Rather, foe issue is whether this area increases or 
decreases, and to what extent. 

In diis context, I must caution against two potential 
pitfalls. The first is the tendency among Arabs to per- 
ceive Israel as little more than a tool plmted in the re- 
gion to serve American interests. The danger of this 
idea is that it strips Israel of any independence as an au- 
toDCanous entity. This is both incompatible whh the 
&cts and counter to Arab interests. 

The second, almost foe reverse of the first, is tbe ten- 
dency to perceive IsraeL or more precisely foe Jeivs of 
biaeL as the agency that steers the course of US policy 
by virtue of their control over Jews in tbe US, who in 
turn control foe American economy, politics and the 
press. The error in this perception is two-fbld. First it 
equates American Jews wifo Israeli Jews in fiite of the 


discrepancy in their respective economic and social re- 
alities. Second, it divests foe US of its autonomous dy- 
namic, whicb is also incompatible with foe frets a^. 
counter to Arab interests. 

— This said, we can proceed to observe foe change that 
has occurred on bofo sides. Wifo reflect to the US, Is- 
rael’s i m port an ce to American interests in foe area 
reached its height during foe pmod of foe Cold War 
and foe no war-no peace situation. One can perhfis 
sum up foe aim of American strategy during foat peri^ 
as “control of the regioD via Israel.” In foe wake of si^ 
sequent events — foe 1973 War, foe Canqi David ac- 
conls, tbe collfise of the Soviet Union, foe Gulf War 

— one can now sum up the new American objective as 
“control of the regioii, including IsraeL" Tbe era when 
foe US needed Israel to destroy foe Iraqi ’nuclear re- 
actor, for example, is over. Now the US can do this, 
and more — destroy Iraq in its entirety and rebuild Ku- 
wait — with no need vriiatsoever to rely on Israel. 

As for Israel itself, changes have taken place on lour 
fronts. The first pertains to the composition of the Jew- 
ish population of Israel, notably the steady rise in the 
proportion of Sabras (Jews boro in Israel). According to 
the 1993 census, 60.7 per cent of foe Jews in Israel are 
Sabras. This means, si^ly, diat foe majority of Jews in 
Israel now lack that dual lustorical experience which 
characterised foe generation that founded the Israeli 
state. Tbe majority of Jews in Israel no longn share 
those memories of Nazi oppression foat constituted a 
strong psychologica] bond between foe Jews of Israel 
and foe Jews of Europe. In Israel, there is a new dem- 
ographic reality. Most of its inhabitants have only ex- 
perienced “Israeli history". They cannot find within 
themselves the memories of Jewish suffering which 
fired foe enthusiasm of the Holocaust generation. This 
fiplies even to adults, given the increasing proportions 
of immigrants from Asia. Africa and, more recently, foe 
former &viet Union. 

Tbe second change pertains to Palestine. From 1948 
to 1967, Arab political discourse was based on foe slo- 
gan “tbe liberation of tbe whole of Palestine," under- 
stood to be the task of all foe Arab countries. Aifter 
1967, foe slogan became “eUminating foe effects of Is- 
raeli aggression". Le. returning to tbe pre-1967 borders. 
It was only nan^ foat foe Palestinians reassess their 
calculations accordingly. Henceforth, tiie Palestinians 
would be directly responsible for solving their own 
problenu. The Palestinians defeated m 1^, too, got 
foe message. They could no longer pin their aspirations 
on the ho^ that Arab armies would liberate Palestine 
one day. In practical terras, this attitude excluded tiiese 
Arabs from tbe general arena of politics in Israel and 
continued to compel others to leave. It soon became ap- 
parent, however, that tbe only recourse was to sed: to 
operate within the context of the a “democratic state" 

— a government for all citizens. As the very antithesis 
of Zonism, this posed a true quandary for the Israeli 
government whicb has consistently boasted hs adher- 
ence to the principles of Western democracy. 


The third change pertains to foe reserves of Jewish 
migration from abroad. The “Law of Return" was foe 
{ffactical culmination of foe Zonist dr»m to draw all 
tbe Jews from foe Diaspora to settle in tbe nascent 
state. Gradually, tbe dream evaporated, against the forc- 
es that govern all h uman migrations from areas of re- 
pulaon to areas of attraction, from poverty to 'weal^ 
from o^MeasioD to security. Israel was not the oasis of 
prosperity and security for all Jews of the world it set 
itself up as. Israel manages to attract only a minuscule 
proportion of Jews from around tbe world. 

The fourth area of change involves foe cunent polit- 
ical prace process, tbe essence of which rests on two 
essential imetrelated points. First, h means aban- 
doning foe notion of a 'Greater Isr^l' and all bis- 
toricaL reli^ous and ideological doctrine which holds 
that foe West Bank and Gaza are an integral part of foe 
land of IsraeL This, however, does not automatically 
mean abandoning so-called security exigencies, tttat can 
be used in negotiationa as justificatiem for continued Is- 
raeli presence in those areas, on a pennanent or. a tem- 
porary basis. Second, it means abandoning the notion 
of the “unity of Palestinian national land" and all foe 
historicaL religious and ideological doctrine winch 
views Is^l in its entirety as an interloper on Pal- 
estinian territory. This, in turn, does not at all imply 
that Palestinian identity must be foregone. 

Careful consideration of these two points is sufficient 
to highlight that tbe price Israel must pay for peace in- 
volves a^doning one of foe fundamental principles of 
Zionism: foe concept of the promised land. Palestinians 
have long been deprived of their hopes of liberating foe 
whole of Palestine, and are now asked to mafcg a s^e- 
ment tantamount to relinquishing their dream alto- 
gefoer. Tbe Israeli Zonists, on foe other band, in fret 
achieved a major portion of foe Zonist dream when, in 
June 1967, they occupied all of Palestine as well as foe 
Golan Heights and foe Sinai. Suddenly, wifo foe Oc- 
tober war of 1973, this reality was shaken. Wifo tbe re- ' 
turn of foe Sinai to Egypt in 1982, h begu to diminish. 
And now Israel is in foe process of negotiating over ter- 
ritories that by all reckoning lie whhin the core of tbe 
Zonist dream's promised la^ 

It is impossible to conceive that Zonism can continue 
to exist if it lacks its traditional components, no matter 
bow it tries to change its guise. But does tbe weakening 
of Zionism ultimately mean the end of Israel’s hostility 
toward the Arabs, in that this was fundamental to foie . 
concept of Zonism? The answer is not so simple. A 
quick look at foe imminent problem over water re- 
sources in the region, the reality of Israel's nuclear ar- 
senal, international pressures to forcibly merge Israel 
into the regioa — all of these are sufficient to keep foe 
hostility between Israel and foe Arabs alive. This hostil- 
ity, however, is being governed by new realities, which . 
require tbe formulation of a new strategy. 

The writer is professor of psychology at Ain Shams 
University and an expert on Israeli and Zonist t0airs. • 
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Niqab controversy 

:Sr- R^arding foe eo nlruv ersy ova* foe mqob, 1 
uifo to say fo^ in s(^ of ha assurances to foe 
contraiy, it is people'like Umm 5;aiatiMifn (Letters 
to foe editor, Al^hram, fFeehfy, 13-19 June), who 
do not tolerate foe new discoiira advocated by Is- 
tnail nsd Mohamad Emai a. 

In her last paragt a^ fo, 'she writes foat foe will be 
iappy to provide readm with evidence of her po- 
sitian in frvonr of foe Mjnb. Whatever evUtence 
sbe mity. pirovtde, it will neither be from foe 
.Qtt'iaD, SOT from foe hadithsahe^. so 1 cannot 
imagine what moK aufooDlative aiguments she 
can ofia us. 

Her tolerance, foe says, stopa forat of “in- 
accurate bistoiy^. 1 am a^d she is foe <me 
who foings ns inaccurate histny. to support her 
cla^ or more predsdy,* an inaccuEate inier- 
pietBtioD'ofbistoty. 

If tisettigait was 'wcan .at ififierent times and in 
numeiKHis countries, vdddr 'no one can deny, that 
certmnty foies not mean foat it was worn in keep- 
ing wifo idigious prece p ts based on foe Qu'ian. 
Until weU past foe lAddle Ages in Europe, 'women 
wore a headdress mufo like foe hpab we see to- 
day. In Me di tenanean, South Amencan and Asian 
crarntties, women, e^ieeially p fea^ t s , still wear 
scarves as part of their dress. This do» not have 


Of couifo political and social tra^ can dictme 
fiiAirtn If 'LA hm . Salfoafoh has ever watched 
Egyptian films from foe l930stivoug^ the. 197(B, 
ofu she to seen any (me of foe conceits of Umm 
KyMiitm, foe win have noticed no ^(mhs'.-and'cerr 
tainty no niqabs in tire aiufience. Could h be foat 
foe enunent foecdogi^ of foe time, Eke Sheikh 
ShallouL or Sbdkh ELMaraghL who bofo bwvtod 
AlrA^iar. did not understand tbe {vecqsts of Is- 
lam? Conld it beperfato ^hat foeir Axabte was not 
as good aS' that of Umm Salahadin? 'She does tell 


us ftia* it was ber increased knowledge of foe lan- 
guage that induct to to go from foe hijab to foe 
niqab. 

1 don't know who Umm Salahadin's friends are, 
but I can ate off-hand dozens of Egyptian women 
in all walks of life who do not wear a niqab, and 
whose strength certainly does not come fi^ a 
pretty free or figure, but from real inteDectual and 
moral value, education and dedication to their jobs 
and There are also the millions of Mus- 

lim women in foe fields, fretories, offices, banlfg. 
you nam e it, who contribute to tbe devdopment of 
their countries, and who do not denve foeir 
Strength from tiie way tiiey look, or dress. 

What Umm Salahadin writes is dangerous and 
mialnadtng. bcciuise it deEboBtely fid^es his- 
toiy, relies on ccmtroversial writings, has no basis 
in the Qu'ran, and contributes to racism and frnat- 
icism, because it sets Muslim women against one 
another, and certainly against foeir countiywomen 
of odier rehgious bdiefr. As Alexander Pope so 
aptly put it, “fools nifo in where angels fiw to 
tnesd". 

DJrauie'Kani3 

Maadi 

Cairo 

Ignored heritage 

Sir- In your front page article entitled .“Chilture 
for the massea", (Al-Ahram Weekly, 13-i9 June), 
Ranift iGiallaf Stressed calls for Mis Mubarak to 
qtonsor a cas^iaign fi>r foe preservation of Islam- 
ic Cairo. Ifighlightiag foe contribution of prom- 
inent Islamic figures to Islamic civilization to 
been included in a canqiaign for enli^tenmenL 
No doubt, cultural and yoi^ centres will take 
part in frilffiliog these basic objectives. 

1 wonder why CoMc 'culture is compli ' ‘ 

nored. Ifo’t ^optic toitsgp^qne of .fop mam 



pects of Egyptian bistoiy? It is a sacred mission 
for tbe Higher Council fa Antiquities to give due 
care to Coptic monuments. It is an essence of 
Egypt, sorrowfully but intentionally pushed out of 
the limdi^ 

References are available and specialists are 
re^ to share, but those who are coocemed turn a 
draf ear. Mere slogans are shouted, but reality is 
something else. It should be taken into considera- 
tioD that stressing the value of culture oecessiates 
objectivity and honesty. 

Zarif Kamel Hakfrn 
Endisli language teacher 
El-Daher Sreondaiy School for Girls 
Cairo 


Summit for solidarity 

Sir- I decided to write to you as soon as 1 read the 
lead article in your paper last week (“It takes two (o 
tango". Al-Ahram Weekfy, 13-19 June) on the iqi- 
coming Arab summit in Cairo. This summit, as of- 
ficials declared, aims at two things; regaining Arab 
unity and aq^inliDg foe peace pnxtess. 

News of foe summit were met with gratificadon 
in tbe Arab worid — a reminder of what we can 
achieve when we unite, sud as the '73 October 
War. 

I write to yew to welcome this siamniL It is sad. 
however, tiaat Iraq was not invited to attend, es- 
pecially as it is a heavyweight Arab counny. One 
can only hope that tbe s ummit would be a chance 
for tbe whole Arab worid to unite and tegin a new 
era, r^ardless of all die previous probtems among 
some of its countries. '9\Ibsp Arabs unite, they to 
canie'a power to cootend with not only in tbe re- 
^on, also woridvrids. 

MohamM Fathy Mohamed 
Suez Canal University 
IsmaiUa * 


Summer summits 


By Salah Montasser 


The last comprehensive Arab summit was convened in Cairo on 10 
August 1990, following Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait In 
foe very same conference hall where the Arab leaders will meet to- 
morrow. President Mubarak bad told the leaders gathered six years 
ago: “The choice facing us is clear — an effective Arab position that 
safeguards Arab interests and preserves bofo Iraq and Kuwah, or a 
foreign interventitMi over which we have no say and do control and 
which v^l have no interest in preservmg foe Arabs' existence and 
foeir rights. Its guidelines will be the aims and wisba of tbe powers 
that support it" 

Unfortunately, that summit frtiled to reach a united and positive 
stand and left foe door open to fovign interventioo which, as Hosni 
Mubarak had predicted, subjected the issue and its solution to its 
own interests. 

Tbe question now is: is foe situation today any different from what 
it was six years ago? At this meeting, photographs of accolades and 
reconciliation, carried around the world by sateUite, are not enough. 
It i$ frr more inqxi^t for tbe Arab leaden to work out the interests 
of foe Arab nation in its confrontation wifo IsraeL Miicb has foe def- 
inite impression that it has succeeded in splitting the Arab front. It 
beUeves foat the Arabs have been br^ren iqi and scattered, and tiiat 
it is DOW easy to deal with ea^ country ii^ivtduaUy. to foe extent 
that some A^ states are concetned wifo creating firmer ties wifo 
Israel at foe expense of inter- Arab relations. 

concerns foe Arab nation is whether peace can become a just 
peace in the true sense, and bow to restore Israel’s respect for foe 
Arabs. foCT^ dispeUing its illusions that it remains unchallenged in 
its regional dominance. The Arabs must also establish foe bat way 
to assist Syria; Palestine and Lebantm in foeir confrontation wifo 
raeL and to solve foe Arabs’ diflerences — once internal, but now 
internationalised to sudi an extent that their resolution is no longer 
up to foe Arabs foemselves. 

The Itoleis meeting tomorrow should also search far mearts to 
instill new self-confidence in foeir people. These are some of the 
main issues which, if not resolved, will allow Israel to dominaio. 
, foe region and Netanyahu to secure undisputed stOFemacy in the 
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A woman of infinite variety 


liUy EMC^hef remembers Zuzu Nabil, actress and enchantress 


the voice and eyes are unlikely ever to be forgotten. Addicts of AJf Leila 
/«f/a (A Tbousand ADd One Nipfats) beard her stories for over 20 yeais, 
di ffing wfaicb Sbeberazade always 0^ dll tbe next day to tell more. But her 
stories failed to help her survive her illness, and she is gone now. Aziza Imam, 
known as Zuzu Nabil, passed away on 1 2 June, leaving behind awards and cer- 
tificates of merit, the last of which was presented during the Festival ofNar- 
rativeJ^ilms only a week before her death. On that p^cular occasion she was 
being honoured for her pioneering role in the Egyptian cinema. Perfonning in 
over 50 films, she was one of the foremost and be^ actresses of her graeiation. 

Zuzu Nabil b^an her career with the Mukiitar Osman troupe, achieving ac- 
cl^intfae 1936 production Dr Yuyu. When, sbt months later, tbe troupe 
went bankrupt, sbe joined forces with Youssef Wabbi, the leading theatrical 
impresario of foe time. lo 19^, with ibe release of ELKhamsa Gmn^, ber 


popularity as a scre e n actress was confirmed Sbe was equally at home in 
riaCTV-fli stage roles, in modeni screen dramas, switching with aplomb bo- 
tween colloquial and classica] idioms. 

Zuzu Nabil never limited herself to one p^cular area. On stage, on foe air- 
waves, befen foe cameras, sbe was, almost inevitably, foe centre of 
Always a strong personality, sbe was foe first woman forector of tbe Popular 
Theatre, a teacher of docution at foe Cinema Institute and one of foe fiik wom- 
en in ^ypt to produce films. 

Her and inconteatable genius aside, whatever foe medium, 

what is now left of Zuzu Nabil is ber public’s love and respect, Sbe- 
berazade's voice whh every Ramadan, and her unforgettable c^es. 


A^zaImant(ZiatNabU), actress, bom J920, Si^eda Zeinab, died 13 June, 1996. 


Horns on the highway 


Cairo S}miphony Orchestra: Favourites 
(7): Cart Maria Von Widier: Der Frets- 
. Mceart: Catcerut in C major for 
Jhae, harp andmvhestra. K 299, Inas Ab- 
dei-Dqyem (Jhae) and Isabelie Courrei 
•0tarp): Rimsh Korsakov: ^jouish Ca- 
price. Op 34; F. Usa: Les Pr^udes; 
. Youss^ El-Ssi conductar; Main Hail, 
.Cairo Opera House: 13 June 


David Blake travels the soundwaves with uncle 


iFavourites seven. Loose botid^ festal at- 
.moqfoere wifo, unfretunately, nofoii^ 
unseemly. Ihe tpening piece, the over- 
ture to Der Fraschutz, was if anytinng 
too loose, too laid back. Not slow but un- 
derdeveloped This is very great Wdier. 
an barbing of tbe Romantic upheaval of 
tbe 19th century. Tbe opera travels fast 
forough the land of demons and angels 
and ends with one of those rousing We- 
berian nines brought dhectly fiom heav- 
ea. The boms and brass wUefa open foe 
overture were tagged, recovering too late 
to bring foe galk^ of horses fiom the val- 
leys of founder a^li^tning. This music 
does demand a figfiam mfldnwM and gran- 
de to ^*e it that extra danensioa which 
wasmisang. 

A certaiD kind of revelation came wifo 
exciting force in foe next favourite, Mo- 
zart's C mtfor concerto for flute, Kd^ 
and orchestra. No words fit tbe music, 
only attenqits. C major is a veiy special 
key. The end of Waller's Siegfried. Bee- 
fooven's 7th sviriphavn’ and some Ba- 
efaian lesohitiom are aU C major events. 
No criticism is in order for tins per- 
formance — merely thanks for pleasiaes 
and visuxis presented 

Ihe two artists, Inas Abdel-Dayem and 
Isabdk Coutret, were made to perfbnn 
tins work. Th^ beemne one, 


each is difierent Courret, looker angel- 
ic, play^so. Energy, flymg fingers, end- 
less varieties of tone and ^leed, wifo no 
eEfottsbowo. She seems, like her partner, 
to become the instrumem she plays. 
Golden arcs of sound q»n o\'«r foe tiim- 
tie. Her pianissimi were ddicale, dis- 
embodied and clearly audible But most 
ofaUtfaeunderstandiDg ofibe music was 
complete. Could a harp ever sound more 
alive, noble and beauti^? 

As for Abdel-Dayon, ber art defies de- 
scr^on. There is satisfoction even in 
watching her pr e pare to play. Imposing, 
the Brunhilde of the flute, harmonious, 
gracious and highly teopered she con- 
quers before ^ b^ms. Then it comes: 
foe phrasing ts quite inimitable — so 
right pure, with not a trace of toarmeristn. 
Mozart's message and the flow of wit de- 
mands splash tiw instrument and a 
disr^ard of all difficulties. Ab^- 
Oayem positivdy lets fly one of Mozart's 
rapturous hymns 10 smmd And wifo 
tb» two great artists foe ofoer Mozartian 
— foe evanescence of all tilings 
eartiily — is exactly caii^iL 

Wb^ came afi^ stood up bravely 
enou^ to these two artists. Firstly, tiiie 
Rimsky Korsakov ^tamsh Ceprice, a 
party piece, like Scheherezade. but vritb- 
oiti foe sliemg off of tbe beads. 

AU evening tbe Cairo Symphony 
done weU enou^ but was not ip to its 
highest standard El-Sisi is a very vboal 
maestro. Afparendy be does not do 
much. He hu no trides, his technique is 
dear and pointed and bis arms arc el- 
^antly dengned to achieve much wifo 


little. He is urbane, almost asbome. He 
respects to an audience, but goes no 
iunher. He is do prude, however an im- 
plied wink to foe side shows be knows h 
all tbe scene, dark and li^ and tbe 
weirid Such urfaaniQr fxesipposes re- 
straint, line, suavi^ and a cooci^on taU- 
oted to fit die m^L At tunes, mwe is 
expect of him. ^ can let loose and al- 
low foe ofdiestia to but on this nigbt 

the urfaanii^ stole away tbe filing and we 
were left tbe dressing. This s^le is 
perfectly suited to Kuit Weill’s music and 
an El-^ night at foe opera, wotdd be a 
baUw^6x Seven Deadty Sins. 

ftimdcy's Caprice blazed on with Ei- 
Sisi allowing tbe thunderous rhythms 
of tbe music to stamp out tbe flamenco 
like beat. 

And It was here tiiat Les Preludes of 
Liszt made its visitation to the orcfaes&a, 
conductor and maestro. It is a big 
of IX) lame, a nak^ emperor and ipste 
proudly so. 

Liszt is UszL MuskaUy, he is the cen- 
tre of the 19ti> century most of the 
20tti as welL He is music — and a litile 
more. He never goes out of fashion. He 
is feshi nn and like Vogue tna gaane aid 
footiaU heroes on forever. Criticismbas 
no truck wifo him }fls uniqueness len- 
dos him impervious. 

Les Preludes was, or U supposed to 
be, an overture — to what never actual- 
ly emerged It all began with a Prov- 
en^ poem and two composers, Con- 
rad and Raffi who set out to musicalise 
it Liszt struck them out and wrote tbe 
musk himself. 


First pan Les Astres. Second part La 
Terre. TUrd part Les Flos. Bei^ T-iio* 
he abided by no rules, making his own as 
bewectalmg. 

Les Prlludes for some reason 
very popular. How Ibe creator of tte An- 
il^ de Peierinag&, the B minor sonata 
and foe Faust Dante ynphome* 
cradd ever have titmeH out this blousy, 
blotched show ts anotber l iggt ntystExy. 
He wrote it along wifo other wofos 
tween 1848 and 1878. 

There it is; repetitive, bald, over-blown 
and over-cooqMsed Of anyfob g it has 
nothing Whathehiiziselftboi^blofitix) 
<xie knows, but what Wagner, who loved 
hirri. foought of h tt on record: Idtac^ 
And Lizst’s search, totally sincere all his 
life, was for tiK new ^ tte unproved 

Les Prouder is like a crealoD^ old Idtcb- 
en cupboanl wifo do food insde. What 
El-Sisi thinks of it is conjectuoL There 
are many bom passages. Tbe Catro Sym- 
phoxiy scramble tiuough tiiem qpxite wdL 
The first violins, wbo h^ done wonders 
earlier to keep Weber livelb'. did saae m- 
stanl running repairs on tbe long .string 
passages of Les PrHudes which needed 
the vibnmey they aktoe could give. 

The love of Liszt’s life. Princess Si^- 
Wltt^nstsm, who battled tbe Pope and 
her own brother tbe Czar of Russia to al- 
l<nv her to legitimise her umou wifo r.m*, 
said “He has hurled his hnee mucb fiir- 
foer into tbe future Chao Wagner.” What 
she of ttil people thought of this broken 
reed is not known. 

Morait and Weber belong to a. past 
Liszt bad long left behind A pi^ su^ a 
festalcoocertcouldootbavegryensoine- 
tiiing of Liszt the propb^ Asbwas.we- 
were left wifo him wahzmg on (be grsve. 


Theatre 


In view of the wide and far- 
reaching popularity of Indian 
films in Eg)^ not to meotioo 
the long historical ties between 
the two natioDS, h is quite amaz- 
ing how IMe tire oidauny Egyp- 
tian tfaeatre-gper knows about 
Indian drama. A few years ago, 
when Tndfam film star Amitab 
Bachchan amved in Cairo for 
the Intemational Film Festival 
he was mobbed at his hotel by 
hordes of screaming fons. One 
of them, so overcome wifo emo- 
tim, tore off her veil and 
promptly fointed. Those young 
people could easOy red off tbe 
full list of Bacbchu's films and 
^ibty convene about them: but 
txy popping die name Ra- 
bindiai^ Tagore at any theatre 
audience and tiiey would look at 
you blankly, with wi^, amocent 
eyes. “Isn’t he some sort of 
•poet” is probably the best an- 
swer you could h^ ftir. 

In the sixties Tagore was bet- 
ter known in Egypt India's cel- 
eixation of foe centen^ of his 
birfo in 1961 bad its rq)er- 
cusams here. Numerous ar- 
. deles in the press focused on the 
life of tbe man and his work. In 
most of these, however, tbe ac- 
cent fell heavily and almost ex- 
dusively r» his poetcy — under- 
standably, perhaps, since it was 
a bode of poems ifjiuugali or 
' AnOffermgofSon^,asmptsidi 
hinudf it in Englitii) 

ufokb wiHi him tbe Nobel Prize 
.for titerature in 1913. If his dra- 
matic wcxks (.which number 
over fifty and qian a period of 
ahnost 03 years) got any men- 
tiem at all it was usially cursory 
and admnbrded. In tlKse days, 
wben literary translatioi was 
•booming and tiieatie offered a 
wide-tattghig miscellaiiy of 
texts, one v^d have eiqsected 
Arabic versions of at least some 
■ of Tagore's plays, and even a 
production. Unfixtunately, only 
one pl^, The Post Office (I^- 
tighar, 1913) was translated into 
Atabk, foot^ ibe project to 
produce h at the Pocte Tbeatre 
soon ev a pw a ted. 

It todc 35 years ance interest 
in Tagore be^ to bring one of 
tus pUys to tile E^fgian ^ge. 
'Not sniprisiiigly, it was a young, 
newly foinxl experiment 
group who acconqilisbed tins 


Bitter 

carnival 


Nehad Selaiha ap- 
plauds the first prcKluction 
of a Tagore play in Egypt 


feat Last wedc. at tbe permanent 
home of Al-Ghad (Tomorrow^ 
Theatre Company, a newly buih 
elegant dumber tiieatre. adjacent 
to Tbe Balloon, Tagore's Rtffa 
(or The King of the Dark Ch^- 
ber, 1910) oproed. Like most of 
tbe g^ poet's well known 
plays, h is a difficult c^Uenging 
text heavily weighted with sym- 
bolism. LQre his great Irish cm- 
tenqxff!^ and fellow Nobel- 
Prize-wimier, William Butler 
Yeats (wlx^ pl^ are fated 
wifo a gwniiar n^ect in Egypt), 
Tagore strove a&r an ori^nal 
and authentic dramatic mode tiiat 
could accommodate tiie l>^cal 
and ntystical side by side wifo 
tbe dramatic, incorporate song, 
dance and mime as organic de- 
ments, and, above all, dramatise 
the ’activity of foe souk of tbe 
charactexs’, in Yeats's words, 
and ‘the rushiiig journey of the 
souT. 

Oiriously, at about tbe same 
point in their careers, both poete 
developed an intense interest in 
music, movement and ritual; tiu 
result, in each case, was a series 
of symbolic dance dramas, or 
'plays far dancers' as Yeats 
chore to call ttiem. In diis area, 
however, Tagore was at an ad- 
vantage: whne Yeats r estricted 
himg elf to tbe Style of foe fbur- 
teentfa-centuty Japanese Nob dra- 
ma he discowred in 1916 (com- 
biiung it with various Ciu^an 
and oftfaer supernatural themes in 
verse plays like The Dreaming 
the Bones (1919), Ctdvary 
(1920), The Cot and the Mom 
(1926) and The Resurrecdon 
(1934), among others, Tagore 
had a vast store of indigenous 
fonns of theatre and a long tradi- 
tkm of Sanskrit classical drama 
and Bengali fbik-diama 00 
which to <baw. Unlike Yeats, he 
did not have to struggle against 
tbe conventions of Western-style 
picture-fianie stegmg and oc^d 
finely choose whatever aspect of 
Western drama suited his wo^ 

Chitrangada (1936), a re- 


woddiig of an earlier verse (ha- 
ma calM Chian (1892) is, pei- 
hqis, Tagore's be^known 
dmee drama. Its central theme is 
tbe meaning of physical and spir- 
itual beauty in foe relationship 
between man and womaa Tte 
same theme infiK^ The King of 
the Dark Chandter.y/dsseasoase 
18 years after Chitra. 'The re- 
cucrence of the theme at difihreut 
stages of Tagore's life reveals an 
intense, life-long f weoociqiation 
vnfo it Hus is iK)t surpiisiog in a 
man vfoo was also a i^osc^her, 
wbo called the (q. 

stihitimi he founded (in 1901)tbe 
’diode of peace' (Sfionti Nihe- 
utn\ vfoo lived asoetically arid 
celebrated his way of lifo in a 
play called The Ascetic (San- 
yasi), and wbo as early as 1890, 
what he was only 29, portiayed 
sacrifioB, in a pl^ tiut bears this 
name, as a ribul pn^titiatioa, and 
deafo as a triumph. 

In The King the Dark Cham- 
bar the questioning of tiie true 
meaning of beauty acquires a 
(Ronounoed mystic^ dnnensk>n, 
achieved throng a deliberate 
and systematic subversioD ^our 
tiadttional notimis of light ^ 
dariniess. AU tiie elements of the 
drama — tiie lively, su^penseful 
plot, tbe bustling action, tiie in- 
trigue. tbe songs, the canuvol 
that turns bitter and the many 
role-reversals — move ui the 
same directioii, and the final 
messi^ is unmistakable: true 
beauty cannot be found in ^ 
outwaid foows of this worid, in 
die dec^ttive pby of light and 
shadow; it has to be sought at the 
heart of datkness. 

In tadding The Kir^ (trans- 
lated somewhat audcvordly Ity 
Abdel-Ghani Dawoud and Ah- 
med Abdel-Fattah), director Sa- 
mih Migahid had to bear in mind 
die logistics of Al-Ghad com- 
pany and make do with a rel- 
atively snoU ca^ This eitiailed 
some cids, some doubling by foe 
actors, some mergiog of char- 
acters and the exciskm of others. 


But neitiier logistics otK' tbe num- 
ber of tiie cast had anytinng to do 
wifo tiie startling refojction of the 
king to a mere voice-ova, and 
foe voice of a young woman at 
that One could easily see the di- 
rector’s point in removing the 
king phy^cally fiom the scene: 
the long in the play, despite his 
^iritual superiority, is too ugly 
to look at and always shrouds 
h i m s elf in darkness wbeoevo- be 
meets his beautiful queen; and 
sinoe it is easier to imagine spir- 
itual beauty in tbe absocc of an 
imrighfiy physical presence, the 
dixeaor saw fit to remove h. But 
gjving the king a female voice, a 
land of androgynous de- 

finminarinn and COOfUslDg hiS 

genda in the lante of ‘^iritual- 
is^' him was going a bit too for. 

it was a teasing md exciting 
proposition, particularly in view 
of the ptoductioa's policy of 
playing up the religious and mys- 
tical aqie^ of die text at Ibe cost 
of the romantic ones. By tbe end 
of tire perfbmnnce tiK kiog has 
been metaphorically built up mto 
some kind of onmiscient, om- 
nipotent and (xnnipreseiit deity; 
to hear tins invisibie deity 
with a female voice wen^ titriU 
any feminis t: but since director 
Samih Migahid would not have 
him (bet?) rgoin die quea in a 
final romantic recraciliatkm in 
which pfaysicaiity and ^trituaihy 
are held in perfect eqinpolse — 
as Tagore intended — be 
placed the scene wifo a choral 
confessioiia] prtyer in wludi all 
tiKCharacterspin. 

Migahid's intei^Ketation and 
many alterations are bound to 
aroure a lot of cootroverty. Some 
will say that the pity has gained 
in focus, coQcentratioQ and 
hua) impact because of th^; 
others may Judge that ^ lave 
adulterated Tagore’s vision and 
twisted h out of all le^^ition. 
Few, howeva, will di^iuie (he 
technical profideocy of the pro- 
duction. Id this lespecl die flex- 
ible seating arrangement of Al- 


Gfaad Theatre arxl the audi- 
ence’s comfortable swivel- 
chairs were an asset You can 
seat the audience anywhere you 
like and set iq> your pa- 
fbnnaoce area, or areas, 
wfaeiever you choose, b is a 
fiee space, capable of being 
shaped and reshaped mfimlely 
wifoout losing tbe virtue of xn- 
timaty. Such a fiee space was 
CTudal for a perfarmanCB that 
required bans platfocms, multi- 
ple settings, tbe mmlmiim of 
highly symbolic pro ps anfo 
above all, room for movemeoL 
For tins production d if ector 
Migahid chose to seat his audi- 
ence on the two long sides of 
the triangular creating a 
Idod of traverse theatre. On ei- 
ther end of (be ball were raised 
platfoons, fitted with "wnlmal 
symbolic scenery, repres e nting 
several locales. In ite 
passage way, travesang die 
area between tbe audience's 
seats, a biack, linoleum square 
r e prese n ting the king's dark 
chambec, and edged valfa burn- 
ing white Light gave way to an 
empty, unlocaa^ area tiiat 
signified the cro s s in g of all bor- 
dm — physical and.spichusL 
Tbe acting was generally good 
and highly discipliaed, but 
could have (tone with a toudi of 
stylisBtion. The «-eakest point 
in tins respect was Samtr Web- 
kTs perfixnBmce of the crucial 
part of the clown 'who nss- 
qoerades as tbe ki^ in early 

carnival scenes; his antics were 
belaboured and heavy-handed, 
and at times ft felt as if be was 
bludgeooii^ us into lau^rter. 
.\nofoa fmle eiement was the 
chor e ograph y of tbe dances, 
which was lacklustre and em- 
barrassingly naive. But the 
most damaging element of aO 
was the music, Wilid El- 
Sbohawi's recorded score, 
though in itsell was light 
years removed fimn the ai- 
mospbrn of ^ pity. A few 
(tercussioa instruments, played 
[iN*e, would have done foe job 
more effidentiy. StiU, cn M- 
Boce, tbe rewvds of tbe eve- 
ning for outnumbered its dis- 
appomtments. A1 tbe very least 
Tagore has finally been added 
to the repert o ry of the Egyptian 
theatre. 




EXHIBITIONS 


Cemria BkBBiie 
Aim Chian ,- . f B-hMohad B- 
Swissri St. Zameido ', Td 340 821 1. 
Dady aee Fri, lOem-Ipm & 7pm- 
lOpm. UnaiOJuBe. 


y«aariMnlMk 


FButS 

FrenehCattardCentnl^d^ 
BJioeoug ElFeraatpB Sc Mat- 
MiM.Td 354 7679. ' .. . , 

tea Afisenibks X (19^), 
by R Benaid sod iiaiiiiig Fnfeua. 
2JAn« 7pm. ^ 

Les Mlserabies XL as above. 24 

ijSiSSa M. Victor (1937); (S- 


Cany CeC 

I 13 Eamferirffn St. Dona. 
Unm. Id 924 830. Dady lOam, 
Imn, 3m, dt. ypnCskm: I 
Shemon, & <3b& Td : 

360 6081. Daily /OJBam; IJOpm. 
SJ0pm.6J0pm6t9.3(^ 


Yo* Were Skepbg- 
EI^Banejm U B-Marreye Udi 

B n^Ua tram . Sm. 


18 Sdi Uetmlli St. near EL 
Aoarin, Alemutria, Td 482 1598. 
UatazOJme. . 


igciedl^ Gffonxikn end starriiQ 
Rannu. l5 Jime; 7pm- 


Rannu. l5 Jime; Tpn 
Malevfl (1980), m 
loege-JdAflie; 7pm. 


by Cba- 


7436 Ddfy lOJOm, 130pm. 
3 .^^ A 9.30pm, 


SuvoDaB (kaphaics 
AlHanuBir, Open House 

Crowds. Guam. Td 340 6861. 
Daily /0lasi-/teR: (hail 26haie 
A sefectioo of works by some of 
ifae most iqaaeidatives 

of foe Slovene graphic art 


Group BxhBddaB (PaintiDB} 
CabthBarOn GaBmyi 17 leiasd' 
EhGuind St, Bdi EI-Louk. Td 
393 1764. Deify exe Seif 12pm- 
8pm. lAiitt 27 Jime. 

Ibe studeBB of the Guro Acad- 
eioy, Facuky of Fine Arts, exhibit 
these wok under ihe tiile ”Old C^- 
ro”. 


Les Eafoats da Panfis 
Frendt Cuburd Crehw 27 Sabri 
Abu Aim St, bmaiBa ^ » 
Uopdis. 7W 417 4S24MJ7 4825. 
Pert I 23 June ^ A Pan 1126 
June 7pm. „ . 

Direetod by M Cam6 (19 43),_!^ 
film )• s «niin-w» ftbw^ tdernug 
Arieny end P Biasseiff. 


Megutf fttolrlTTartq & Ehhfory 
Othmnn (PeiotiDre) ■ 

Opera Bam Seffrij^ Open 
House Grounds, Getira. Td 342 
0598- Deify 9an-^m. UaOi 27 
Jwm 


The Tenfbk Coiqile 
Japanese Ckttarwl CemOt, 106 
Qasr ELAini A Garden Gfy. 20 
Jwm, 6pm. ■ 

Direcled by Sfaisoi Somei (19W). 
Yunke eoioDs in a puallgioas 
artaaf .1 m Ti^o 3nd ptoBa to 
live B his ancle's booses who is 
aboMd «D bi8ioes& He is sopnsed 
to find Rri — bis most beannnl 
elssnnBto *— foe bouse 

him- They Spentt feSB^ 

mg that ibw "■H‘***‘*^***" wjfl be 
tSscovexed by focir sdwoL 


Jter Ooe of The G&fo / 

65 AbddHmaid Badairi 
St. SdlopaBs. Td 293 1072 Deify 
3J€pm63I^A9Ji^ 


HneSleBthi 

Arte iZ IS Emededdm & Deun- 
torn. Id 924 830. Deify Idem, 
1pm 3pm, 6pm di Sfym. 


Sodden Deafo 

Men. 35 Tdaat Hsib St, Doan. 
Unm. Td 393 3897. Deify lOma. 
1pm, ^m 6pm di ^mt. 


Bartera Gref fo Sadbve Nie- 

Q^recagcr 

Jdadnaifya GdBesy, 8 Cham- 
pdhan Downtmen. 7d 578 
4494. Ddfy ase Fri, llam-^nu- 
Until4Jufyi 

under foe tide ‘'Ibe 

TnvelKir. 


Cammerdai cinemas cAnage (beer 
pr ogrammes evmy iioHday. The 
adarmation provided is vsHd 
mrot^ to Swidm ^er vdddi it Is 
vnsetockedymtUiednemas. 


Deed IMea Wifoteg 
Beauds^^n, C w a i c h e £1481 St. 
Td574 7436. Dadyaddifyht 


Beat 

Tahiti 112 Thhrir St. DohU. Td 
33S5726.TharASai,middgla. I 


Abdd Bty, Enn ShaUn 
A Mtfoeased TimSi 
Farnadmiam for BoBmue CUten; 

18 Sdi MetuiaBi SL aear B- 
AamAMeamMa. Td 482 1598. 
UMii4hify 

Piim n gi ^tfer! edobidoo laider foe 
foie “AiatBikie 3x3**. 


Sfoea Rnml, Samfo 134ibaay 
A Leboe ZekKii 
Ehaa EUUethnhy Gdleiyi 18 
B-Maasour Mekmed St. 2am- 

aletTd 340 3349. Daily ase Sun. 
l0J0eai-3p m di Ijpoi ^>m. IhaB 6 
Jufy. 

Exbfohed aider foe coUeetive title 
Tantaty” are tbe p m nti n g c of foe 
*i*m* BtiSlS. 


MltFdl 

BtaB It 26ik hify St. DotnaaimL 
Td STS 5033. Deify Jpim 3J(fym. 
SJOmn. 8pm At l^m. Cesmas t 
12 Eaadeddtn St, OomUami. Id 
779 537. Oo^ lOam, Ipat, ipai. 

A 9pm. awea Mace, ifEL 
Affi St, Emeikddin. Douaamm. 

924 727. Ddfy lOaa, Ipm, 3aa, 
foov A 9pm. ni« n. Near Gfy. 
Id 262 9407. Ddfy 10.30am. 
330pm dJt^ A 9J^m. 


MUSIC 


Madeal EOia 

Prandt Cdtard.Cmn Madnaet 
B-Beqeaq ELFermafya St. Men- 
aim. Id 334 7679. 20 June. 10m- 
lOpuL, 

Aw open d^r 

wifo SBianst ^i*f*‘*** Anoev 


(llJOi^ a film (3po^ 

pino wim Wad Wite ^3(^Va ' 


Ye Doabu. Ya GhamBi (life.. 
MyFMsiao) 

3&ratil, 26hifySt, DawrOmm. Td 
575 5053. Ddfy 1pm, SJCpm. 
630pm A 9J1fyai. Reqx Roty Sg, 
ffeBapoBs. Td 258 0344. Ddfy 
lOem, Bpas, 6pm A ftn. 7&e t 


Zaur with im a iaei is man 
Egypt ,(&3CfpB^ popular maoe 
with foe of The b&fe- 

(^m) nd foialiy. a perifomiBce 
by Mbbaiued Mownr (lOgni) 


lOem. 3pm, 6pm A ^m. 7&e t 
Nasr Gty. Td 262 9407. Ddfy 


Tbe Maseam if Mr aad Mrs 
Mehaad MahsaeBd Kbafi 

i K^aur Et-AHuhid St. 
Dodd. Td 336 2376 Ddfy 
etc Men. lOaaa-^m. 

Egypt's lergert eoBeetko of 
niM J WiiiHi ceflttiy P-»«m p M W 
■t, ■ « «— ax i iiy _ foo bee 
Mafamoiid QaKl ww»hiiitwg 
weeks by Combet, Van 
Go^ nangian, Monet and 
Rodb. 


JOJOem, 3.30pat, diSOpiir A 
930pat. 

Ma^ Ahmed Ali'e deb id Eba exi- 
plores foe byes of tfaree 


EgSfpHia Maaem 
Tehrtr Sq, Domaem. Td 
575 4319. Deify ese Fri, 
Sam-Spm; Fri 9aH-IJ.J5aie 
d Ipm-Spm. 

fh.i»tu.M|nig of 

PfaKBODk and eioksDBc 
t m- wii n- c Btirf tfw OOn- 
iini M imMi mommies* ioodl 


CopdeMoseaB 
Mar Girgis, Old Cotm. Td 
362 8766 Ddfy esc Fri, 
9am-.fym: Fri idm-llam A 


Founded in J91Q, foe iiid> 
seum boiaes foe Jafgett col' 
teciioa of Coptic art and 
aitefocis in Ibe worid. 


UaaieHBMBB 
Port Said Ahmed hhAer 
St Bab Et-Oabi. Td 390 

99307390 1520. Daify ese 

9an- jibanRaouf 

njQam A 2pm-4pm. 

A vast cOUDctko of Isbanic 
■Is and caafts mdndiag saub- 
rabfyu, li Bh ew ai B 'eenanss, tea- 
liles, woodwesk and ooiib, donra 
fou Egyte's Mndd, Ayytfoid 
and Msm ente periofo and oifacr 
conatnas in foe Uante wvld. >> tu 



FremtA Ckfanaf Cadn; 27 Stfrti 
Aim Ahm dfe So, Be. < 

BopoBs. Td 417 4824. 20 Jime, i 
7pm. * 

wifo.RicfaBd Fddm oe ti» pisiav 
dm k m opm sessioD^ibr "»«*— 
yMMaaif jq joio b Wifo 


Mastetof AiaHe Mole ! 
Taaialib j 

CeBbear^” Ibeora ' 
GpoAeurfya St, 20 Jam, ' 
9p "t. ^ . 

OQQQBCIBQ 
by Sdim Sabab, coor- 
uaaDcsatmg tbe wtaks of 
te .te Abdel-Hi^ Ite 
fim 


Cak» ^B^knay Or- 


Al GnmSamlja 7be0n 
os above. 22 Jinw; 

Xjgja woks con- 

foaaed by Abned El- 
SbhB. 


Atea RL Wegead 

BUdm Bldt Qpcni Bouse; 

Gate. Taf 342 0598. 23- 

25hae.9pOL 

Xhe OiiiD Open Com - 1 


yam pmfe""*-. Mmiimm'il 
fay YoniBf EUtey. 


.^laadear Chteber Or- 
eftestrs 

AeaffBaR Cfyaa House: \ 
as above. 24 June. 9pat. I 


THEATRE 


id by Lefie EIwi, El^ 
^IbkSedqL 


at Makam Egyptea 


Abd-Dabidi 

teUnt Sdtba Sq, JAehandnde. 
Td 346 «17. Ddfy 8pm. iOead. 
38 Tdaat barb St Damanm. Id 
574 5656 DaBy noun. 330pm. 
530pmA830pm. 


Et-Aadra Taatoaer (The Praicea 
Awaits) 

Zdd Tdmaat HA ELlbS'a 
Theatra, Atabe. Td 937 948. Ddfy 
en Teas. 9.30pm. 


Opera Haae Qrmads. Gete Td 
340 6861. Ddfy esc Mon. lOmn- 
Jpm A 5pm-9pm, 

A peeoiaaea dEipIty of 
BU sculpme cfaMbig dm moden 
art BovoDcst B Efopt fiom to 
ewfirst piiBie e is to kteat ptacii- 


EH^BaagiCTbe Woden) . 

Zlte- 23 Fmadaddm St Deum- 
Omt. Td 934 284. Ddfy JOem. 
Jpm, 3pm, 6pmA9pm- . . 

Rfi Abdon and El-Sobat 
Msbioiik 


El-Sat Ada (Laity Bodi) 
Nadand Theatrg Ataba i 
911 267. Daify exe Wed. 93 


EUAarte FI Warto (Tbe Map Is 
laQisis) 

Hmdand Theatra, as dove. Tbr- 
Sat 9pm. 


Moteaed Nagai Mbbw 

Chdmaa Ifyramub, 9 Mah m oud 
Al-Gamdi &, Gte, 

A niiiJciuD devoted to tbe panii- 
ings of Mobamad Nagiii (1888- 
1956). 


ABiriaShbBBa 
Nmaandy (outdoord.31 ’ EL 
AJoom St, HeBopoBs. Td 258 
0254.Ddfy8pm. 


Sl-Zaim Cfbeliaader) 

ALBaam Ihean PyreadA 
Rood. Gita. Td 386 3952. Ddfy 
ae Titat, 93CpoL 


MabBMd Mabbtar MascBB 

Tbhrv St Gate DaSy axe Stoc 
ad Men, 9am-l31fym. 

A pe n B aDail coSection of woib 
by te scutyior Mafamoud Mokblar 
(d. 1934), wboee gmite moou- 
ama to Sand zughimii mmOa tma 
QaaELHUBiUga. 


Dm Snaa de Mbco 

Tahrir. 112 Tdtrtr St. DddcL Id 
335 5726. Ddfy Spas. 6pm A 9pm. 
MGM Maadi Oramd MeO. XoL 
ieya ELNasr Sq, UaedL Td 332 
3066 Di^ lOeSn, Ipm, 3pm, (Ebb 
A 9j^ AtMrraya t BSarrqya 
MaL Rtm- BeUepoSs. DaOy 1pm, 
3pm 6pmA9pm. 


Dasapor Ya SMaa (Wifo Your 

ELFamu fhe^a, Ramses Sl Td 
578 2444. Ddfy Kfym. Sat 83(fym. 


Norbaa Wei Aafr Mesgea (No-. 

nieoi and Tto Prince MoMaiO 

8^^ Thame. Atabe sTfd 591 
0954, Ddfy 630pm. 


FILMS 


neSbooter . 

tedfe 24 'Tdaa Hob St, Doum- 
awn. Td 575 6562. Deify lOam, 
ipm. fyxu. (jpm A ^m. Mar^ 
sunte 31 ELAhram St, Be- 


ItoHaaFbe 

baSat CAurd Centre. 3 Ei- 
SteddiB4ihnsA St. Zondek. Td 
3408791. 

ScBtoe H RUardo (I982X stairiia 
Maasano TroU aad L Anas. 23 
June, 7^ 

la Se Che Ta Sal Cbe la So 
(1982), dit e c ted by Alberto Senfi 
Bad sivriBg Ititoaica VbtL 25 June. 
7pm. 


Td 258 0254. DaOy 
3.30pm, 630pm . A 


12.30pm., 3.30pm. 630pm 

9.30pm. . ■ . 


YaakaaZtoB 

Bamais Batam n, Conddw Bm 
St Td 574 7436 Ddfy 1030am. 
130pm, iJifym. 630pm A 
9,30pm. EMBaaa, BSawu St 
Gte Td 385 8358. Ddfy 10m, 
Iprn. 3pm, 6pm A 9pm. 


All wrihiiiiafinw xCBCCt Bt ***"«*- flf 

goiag to prera However, it len m i ' 
vnaa to rSinA wifo venuas fiiat 
aiaee pregtananeB, dmas and timea 
■e fidgert to ciiBagB at my short 
notice. 

Please tr l ijihone or scad te 
fiamatioo to i mtmg- Jl-Ahnaa 
Oafaa St, CBbo. Td 
5786054. Fax 5786089/833. 


CongiBedty 

it^gy BfoKaahwf 


Around the galleries 



roURai^ fiom itaree. coimnia (Spain, O^. and 
AigMnM)^hibrt at A 3 flan«ger. TTie 17 paintinff 
^.faviar Oltyo mcotpozate a variety of > - 

md and wood; Muttai ReeaBdondLala 
Dd Casw concentrate on colour rebtiaiB while tire 

anons on me theme of me rectongle; 

by acvoi artists are on 
^ collective ti- 

teSoofli^lQiyfans. Tlieae mchide dra wmga ofiblk- 
lonc sulMCteltyHMStoi H-a^ NublmSaisra 00 
^S«El Abdel-Fattah, batiks by Nahed 

&ti* phys host to 40 paintiiias ^ 


MinaSaroflm 


n j fihrf 


Seven 

H 12 Emadeddn St 
jrpimiBiiTT Td 779 337. Ddfy 

JOem, Jpm, fyxn, (fyof A 

Tbe sevaa deadly sms are saves 
vraga 0 foe; ueuiiB Moegaa Free- 
inn'aai Bcid PitL 
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Spirit of place; to coincide with thfe week-s Durrell conference Hala Halim examines the precarious future of the house 
once occuppied by Durrell, while Hoda El-Sadda reviews a critical study on the P&rsonal Landscape poets 




Deconstruct i ng 
monuments 

Hala Halim traces the twists of fate that obscure the future of 
the houses where Lawrence Durrell and Effat Nagui once lived 


Ten mootfas after a laige-sbale'i 

tipn of two bouses in Alexandria ^t^ear witn^ to the 
city's social and cultural bistoty, signs of official insensst 
remain promising, thougb no more thaw tii«r 

Tlw threat of dexnolition posed to much of Alexandria’s 
architectural fieriiage is all the more iqirehensitto in the 
case of the property that once belonged to the Ambrooa, 
an Italian Alexanchian fhmily. In »ddfTioTi to the wider 
cultural si^iificaiice of the two buildings the Twain Am- 
bron mansion housed, during the second worid war, Brit- 
ish rwvelist Lawrence Dumdl ( 1912-1990), while the ate- 
lier in die garden'was for her last 30 years the tesideoce 
of artist Effat Nagui (190Sil994). 

In May 1995 the Ambrui heirs sold the p r op er ty on 19 
Al-Mamoun Street to a constructioa conqiany. A/- 
Marika Al-Aratna Ul-fstiihmarat AMgariya. ■ Grven its 
location in the once smart, notably Je>n^ but now pop- 
ular quarter of Muhazram Bjey, toe large proper^ was a 
potentially lucrative investment, providing land 

for the constructKM of leadential tower blocks. 

In this and similar cases in Alexandria the impedanent 
that faces eonstrtictois is the decree issued a few years 
ago by the govemoraie, prt^bitzng the demolition of vil- 
las as well as buildings of historical distinction, an im- 
pediment construction c o mp an ies circumvent by ill^al 
demolitioD Iks- at night, ensuring whenever possible ttwt 
what remains of the structure the ftdlowing morning will 
be bey^ TestoratioTL Aftm the fact, die rneagje fine for 
breaching the law is settled and construction bttips. 

This pattern would have been rqteated wim^e ex- 
Ambron property had it not been fix' die ixeseoce of an- 
tiquities in the gardert Bid tw the time the Stqxeme 
Council of Antiquities (S(l\) placed the pn^ierty under 
its temporary guardiandrip last August, the roof and part 
of tlM upper storey of die Nagui amlier tnd been de- 
molished and the maiUe bahistrade of the main staircase 
to the mansiM vandalism Meanwhile, a campaign for 
the preservation of die ex-Amhroo p rop er ty was spear- 
headed by a number of non-govemmental tMganisatirais 
dirouki letters o^ appeal sent to die {xoident’s rtifice and 
various ministnes.- ^ ' 

The cati^gners involved were Mohamed Awad of the 
Alexandria Preservation Trust, Adel Abu Zahra of die 
Friends of the EnvircmmeDt Association mid Nawal Has^ 
san of die Centre for Studies of Egyptian Crviihmion, as 
well as individuals acting on their own initiative: The 
work of the NGOs wa^ paiallded by a media campaign, 
both locaHy and interaatuKially. But wh& ^ ministries 
of culture and tourism leqxioded by dh^ntching com- 
minees to look into the maner, the SCA had removed 
most of the antiquities,* leaving ^ premise unguarded — 
an iromcal move, in view of the fto that die SCA is an 
organ oftheMhukry of Cuttiire:' - 

While SCA giuads woe oil the premises, Ali AbuZeid 
Ibrahim, chairman of die board of die coostraction com- 
pany stated that dim were no danolhion plans, that in 
Act his company intended to tiim the two hou^ into 
schools. The lawyer of die conquiiy, Thah Kfaamis, aflCT 
the departure of the. SCA guards, averted that diemun 
Ambron mansion would he turned into the cornpany's 
headquarters while' die . EftaC Nagui atelier ^ sur- 
rounding sinictures like tbft gg^ would be . 

and replaced by a numberiiniesda;i^ los^^ ^ 

irmer cour^aid accommodating part of die gaiden. 

Books 


Ihrot^wut, the conqxmy flatly denied re- 
.sponsibifity fbr de demolished roof of the ate- 
lier, ctgiming that it was already in a ^bpidat- 
ed condition when piochased. Their claims 
ate thrown imo question by Oosi Nagui, £f- 
fat’s Qqphew, \dio testifies that the bouse was 
in habitable coodhimi when his aunt died. 
Furthennore, officials at Alexandria’s Central 
District, undo’ tiriiose jurisdiction die property 
falls, have confirmed that the company has 
twice been fined for illegal detmlitioa. 

The past few decades have seen a iransiiion 
in cultural identity, one that makes it nec- 
essary when calting fbr the fuesemAion of 
eififices of.oosm^litan E^pt to restore to 
them dieir assodationa. It is this ri^ emn- 
. pounded by the dearth, at least in Aikiic, of 
documentation on cosmopolitan Alexandria's 
social and cultural history, that allowed the 
construction company’s lawyer to claim that 
Durrell ‘s tenaiMty of &e Ambron mansion was 
no more than a figment of local folklore. 

His argument was bked on the assertion 
that Durrell, bemg British, could not possibly 
have resided in the “house of an Italian family 
during die second world war’*. This leasoniag 
. does not hold. The full name of DufreH’s Ital- 
ian landlord was Alda Ambron Alxamo Isaac. 

The Ainfarons were Sephardc Jews. 

Thty were an artistic bunch. Aldo, a civil 
engineer, was a patron of the arts. His wife, 

Amelia was a ptKtmtist, as was her daughter 
Gilda. The atelier in the garden was buih for 
Amelia's use. It was from die son, Emilio, 
also a painter and sculptor, now resident in 
Florence, that Ef&t Na^ rented the atelier. 

As to Durrell, accor£ng to Ian MacNiven’s forthcoming 
biogrB^ky: December 1943 Larry (Durrell] had 

moved [to] die Ambron residence at 19 Rue Al-Mamoun 
m die Muharram Bey sector..” 

It has been ar^ied that the ambience of Alexandrian 
manaims in The Quartet was in^tiied by Durrell’s so- 
journ at die Ambron house. It may also have been through 
Amelia or GUda diat he first met Clea Badaro (1913- 
1968) — thou^ in the memoir by Badaro’s sister the sug- 
gestion is made that OuneU was a chance acquaintance 
who had dronxd by her atelier one day. 

It is satisfying to discover that Dunell and Efiat met, as 
revealed in die diary of E)urreU's trip to Egypt in 1^7 
kept by Peter AdaoL In the entry fix 18 October Adam 
records drab “The rumour that the finiaus Lawrence Dur- 
rell is in town has spread. The lady who owns the house 
has invited a few local celebrities to meet him. Laity 
doesn’t want to go but is too polite and too much of a so- 
da] coward to refuse." EfM*s tenancy diviously misled 
Adam into-believuig kie was the landlady of the Ambron 
property. In any case, Efiat's presence was not as tedious 
as “La^” had dreaded, as indcated in Adam’s entry the 
following day: "DuErell’s hostess from last night, a s&m- 
ningly beautiful woman, a Tnhr of Anais Nin aTid l<alc 
Dmesen, lets us into a drawing room filled widi ber own 
paintmgs. She knew 'Clea’." 

- Adam'sbxqvessioiisofEfifatconfinnthaseofberAlex- 
-sidriao acquaintances who invariably found ber company 



Top, clockwise: the atelier in the garden of the Ambron mansion, where Effat Nagui worked (photo cour- 
tesy of Asmaa El-Bakri); DnireU climbs the steps of the tower (photo courtesy of Manos Haritatos). Clea 
Badaro’s portrait of Darrell, loaned by Mohamed Awad, wbicb will be exhibited at the Cecil Bote! 


uplifting. With ber husband Saad EI-Khadem, a pioneer 
of foUdoric studies, Effat kept an open bouse, a land of in- 
formal artist salon, much in the way that Amelia Ambron 
had, though with a difierent ambiance. 

The preservation of Egypt's social and cultural heritage 
was an integral part of Effat Nagui and her husband's life 
work, a fkrt that makes the thratened demolition of the 
arelierall the more tragic. 

There is little to rep o rt by way of official commiimeDt 
to t^ conservation of the ex-Ambron property. Cam- 
paigners have long since proposed that the Ambron man- 
si<» be turned into a museum and tesearcb centre on 19th 
and 20th century Alexandria, housing Awad’s collection 
of engravings, paintings and sketches of the city, in- 
cluding Clea Badaro’s portrait of Durrell. It has been sug- 
gested that the atelier could be utilised as a gallcry-cum- 
culture centre, refurbish^ witii Effot's works and collec- 
tions which her ^hew is willing to donate. And fol- 
lowing the intensive campaign of last August, the issue 
has exajmned by officials. 

In response to a request from the Ministry of Culture 
the SCA established two committees to examine the pos- 
sibility of listing the buildings. Unfortunately the SCA 
docs not appear to have a mandate over such early 20tb 
century edifices as the Ambron mansion which, though 
“not an outstanding example pf the eclectic neo-Baroque 
styte**, in the words of Awa^ makes claim to preservation 
through its socio-cultural bistoiy. Not surprisingly, from 


the perqxctive of an SCA committee made up of ar- 
cheologists and engineers rather than experts on Alex- 
andria’s literary and social history, no reasons were found 
to preserve the property. Fominately the Ministry of Cul- 
ture has since instigate a committee better qu^fied to 
evaluate the issue, which includes the artist Adam Hen- 
ein, the bead of die Museum Sector, Ahmad Nawar, and 
professor of architecture Mustafa Sonbol. 

In a recent interview Henein commente± “With its 
original architecture and garden the property carries a 
whifT of old Alexandria... the fact that it is the last bastion 
of old Alexandria in an area that has changed completely 
is all the more reason to preserve it We all agr^ on 
that In the report, we recommended that the property be 
preserv'ed by the SCA and Ministiy of Cutniie, and 
turned into a museum as well as a cultural centre." 

Meanwhile Nirvana Khadr, of the Social Development 
Fund, has attempted to endorse the committees findings. 
She is optimistic that the Fund, working in tandem with 
the Ministry of Culture, and calling on foreign donors 
such as the European Union and UNESCO, could de- 
velop the ex-Ambron property into a museum and voca- 
tional training centre. 

Ten months after the instigation of a campaign to save 
the buildings, then, the promise remains ihm two build- 
ings at the juncture of Alexandria’s modern history — 
cosmopolitan and Egyptian — might be safeguarded. But 
in ten months more, will such promises have borne fruit? 


Dexterously disentangled 


"Many Histories Deep”: the 
45, Roger Bowen, London: 


Personal Landscape poets in Egypt, 1940- 
Associated University Presses, 1^5 


Between 1940 and 1945 Curo mtnes^ an interesting 
influx of English poets, writers, and painters who came 
with the British amy to take part in the Nortii African 
ffampaign or who'had t>^ frxcMto flee from Greece af- 
ter the invariem of tte islands. Mititaiy ciicumstance 
brought John Fta^, Keith Douglas, John Cromer, Haish 
Henderson. John Qawswortii, Ian Fletcher, Erik de Mau- 
ny, John Waller, Davin ^ — to mei^on some of the 
more prominent figures. Airiving on a steamship from 
Greece came Olivia Manning with her husband R.D. 
Smitii, Harold Edwards and soow Greeks, notably tiie 
young poets George Sefecis and Ellie Papadimitriou. 
They were soon jcmied Ity Lawrence Duir^ who had 
been notified entire evacuation in time, and bad had 
to to Crete with his wife and baby daiq^iter on an 
open caique whence he was shipped to There diey 
caught up with a few friends had left Greece before 
the invasion: Robin Fedden vdio had resigned his post as 
cultural atta^ in the Athens legation, and Banaid 
Spencer,.who bad been attached to tiie Biitisb Counefl at 
In Cairo they took up various jobs and mov^ 
in diffa^ circles. 

Ro^ Bowen’s book recalls an almost forgotten liters 
ary history associate with Egypt The poets who found 
themselves on Egyptian soil produced work which .is 
largely ignored,'or at least not fully incorporated, in the 
canon of English literature of the second world war. He 
concentrated on the Personal Landscape group of poets 
while drawing upon the bulk of wodc {Moduced'^ otiler 
poets, novelists and artists. P&'sonal Landsaxpe was a 
literary m^azine created \xy a groiq) of these exil^ Eng- 
lish civilians who found themselves in Egypt during the 
war. ThQf met at the Anglo-Egyptian Union, a club f or 
Pnp jighman Egyptians wim an interest in literature 
other arts. In (aactice, and as Robin Fedden lec^ls. 


Eng 

and 


•very few Egyptians actually came to tiie club except fbr 
one or two sura as George Henein. 

The founder members of tiie magazine were Beriiard 
Spencer, Lawrence Duirell and Robin Fedden, who bad 
aU bad positions in Greece, where they met b^oie their 
arrival in Egypt Between 1SI42 and IMS the group suc- 
ceeded in bringrog out ei^ issues. They eventuaUy ac- 
cepted weak by officers in tbe army, for example Keitii 
Douglas G.S. Fraser. Members of the group were 
uaited in exile, a conditioD of “stagnatioa" as Fedden de- 
scribed it Cta ^ whole, the En^sh exiles lived in an 
isolated world. In their eyes, Egypt was an “unreal city', 
rampant vritii contiadictioiis and extreme conditiras; all 
die pleasures and con^it of peace were profieied on the 
doovstep of a deva^atisg war. Caro's unreality and mo- 
ral decadence were over-emphasised m the writings that 
came out of tiie Middle East 

Reviriting the battle ate at Al-Alamein, Roger Bowen 
sets tbe tone to his btiUiant recapturing of a moment in 
histmy„ He puts his finger on a basic incongruity in the 
scene. The &iti^ ,war memorials 'are strewn with bou- 
gainvillea, roses and other floweriiig shrubs: but “tbe 
desolation beyond the walls will invoke Hardy's Drumer 
Ho^. As Boweo remarks, “this is both a memorial to 
empire and an invocation of a native pastoral; foreign 
soO is made England, a garden is tended”. 

Bowen's text is situated between the niytbs about the 
desert war which dominates tiie representation of this pe- 
riod in history and the imperial or colonial tiieme. Ac- 
cor£ng to hmt all tiie writeis under discussion “par- 
ticifnted, to vatying degrees, in that discourse [of 
entire] as they struggled to come to terms witii tiw 
Nev East". On the other hand tiieir contributioii, again 
Bowen mamtring, carni nt be Simply classified as just an- 
other mqiression of ^pire and finds in Durrell's (^ar- 


rer, fisr example, "traces of a pcA-colonial discourse". 

^wen represents bis wartime poets, the Personal 
Landscape group in particular, as caught up in a conflict 
between exile and empire. On the one brad they were 
heirs to a iraditioD of colonialist assumptions of super- 
iority which allowed them to discover, colonise and con- 
trol Oriental otherness. Tiaveileis. writers and ad- 
ministraiors had played out their Occidental dreams in 
the malleable ibeatricai space of tbe OrienL When Olivia 
Maimiog arrived in Egypt, sbe felt that everything wu 
“suffocatingly familiar". On the other band, these Eng- 
lidi writers aiod poets did not bring with them “tbe same 
swa gg er or the assuziqitions of their nineteenth and 
early twentieth ceohiry forbears. Tbty bad less freedom 
and less space to discover or roroanticise. They were re- 
luctant travdiers and Egypt was not their chosen destina- 
tion. It is witiiio this comext that Roger Bowen reads the 
poetry written by the Personal Landscape group of poets. 
In many ways, their rejection of and hostility towards 
their exile in Egypt was the exterior manifestation of 
ibeir own interux exile. 

Bowen's chapter on Durrell is especially interesting. 
Due to Dunetl’s reputation and literary standing, more 
attention bos been given to the “Orieotelisf* aspects of 
his work. Mahmoud AI-ManzBlavri was the first to cbal- 
lenge Durreli’s representation of Alexandria and point 
out bis many borrowings from “Orientalist" texts. In his 
article “Curate's Egg: An Alexandrian Opinion of Dur- 
lell's Quartet", {Etudes Anglaises /5;2 April-June 1962). 
be sets out to pro%*e that Durrell’s rep r e se nt a tion of Alex- 
andria is tased on falsehoods and preconceived orienul- 
ist ideas. To reroember Edward Said, “tbe Orient was al- 
most a European invemion and has been since antiquity a 
place of romance, exotic beings, haunting memories and 
landscapes, Temarkable experiences.” 


Bowen acknowled^ tbe tradition of European writ- 
ers, travellers and artists who re-discovered Egypt. Eve- 
rybody did it and so did Robin Fedden. Dunell and tbe 
rest of tbe Personal Landscape group. He notes that Dur- 
rell, in particular, was an assiduous “borrower and a re- 
vivalist”. He points out that “Flaubert's Notes de Voyage 
en Orient, with its embrace of decay, of tbe grotesque 
and macabre, could be seen as a model for a number of 
episodes and encounters in tbe Quartet." 

However. Bowen argues that despite the obvious com- 
monalities between DurreH's repr e s e nt a tioo of Alexandria 
and tire (^entalist, imperiaiist discourse of en^tire, there 
is a crucial differepce between tbe two. “If Orientalist dis- 
course is a form of political control, of knowings compart- 
mcDtalising, and stnicturing an alien culture... then Dur- 
rell's participation is more often ironic, self-ranscious, 
and playful." This is boro out by the fact that “not know- 
ing" is the chief preoccupation in the Quartet, that all tbe 
sources are deemed unreliable and the whole inquiry is 
never completed. Durrell was aware that the event of the 
war, which coincided with a rising nationalism, signaled 
the end of an era and a way of life. “The Quartet becomes 
an epitaph for a lost world, for a political and aesthetic bal- 
ance of a power DO longer in place." 

'The West 'writes’ tbe East and is at the same time 
forced to record its own decline. Postwar Egyptian his- 
tory, and tbe postwar erosion of Britain's imperial pro- 
file, give these novels a resonance that is at once elegiac 
and ironic." Many Histories Deep moves in this pre- 
carious space between discourse of empire and dis- 
courses on empire. Layers of histories arc sensitively and 
dexterously disentangled and the reader manages to get 
yet another view of a highly complex literary and cul- 
tural encounter. 

Reviewed by Hoda EhSaMa 


Durrell Conference; programme 


I was heartened to receive a 
note from Magda Moheiddin, 
manager of examinations at 
the British Council, about the 
great academic acUevonents 
^ our students in the IGCSE 
(International General Certif- 
icate of Secondary Educa- 
tion). This certificate is of- 
fered by the University of 
Cambridge Loral Examina- 
tions’ Syndicate (UCLES) 
and gives access to Egyptian 
universities. At the same 
time, h can be used as a 
q^gboard for entry to a 
Imdging course for those 
wishing to study at a British 
University. 

This year over 3,000 stu- 
dents from 30 schools in 
Egypt are currently sitting f^ 
the examinations, which, in- 
cidentally. are taking place in 
the grat hall of Ka^ El-Aini 
Ho^ital. 

According to this note, 
Egyptian candidates con- 
sistently achieve a very hi^ 
percentage of pass marks. Tbe 
IGCSE is offered in over 100 
countries and the results in 
1995 were probably tbe best 
ever for EgypL Tte UCLES 
reported tbau ‘The proportion 
of candidates awarded grades 
A*>* or A in ma tbe ma tics ai^ 
science subjects was much 
higher than elsewhere. For 
example, in IGCSE Physics. 

1 7.5 per cent of Egyptian can- 
didates were awarded A-^ 
compared to 5 per cent for 
others. Out of a global tOial 
of 2,298 candidal for A/S 
Mathematics (tbe majority of 
whom were British) 36 were 
awarded full marira; 27 pf 
these candidates were Egyp- 
tian. Of the two candidates 
scoring highest marks in A/S 
Biology, one was British, the 
otiier Egyptian. Four of tbe 
top 10 candidates in “A" level 
literature came from Egypt." 

Under tbe terms of a proto- 
col between the Ministry of 
Education, UCLES and the 
British Council, schools wish- 
ing to offer the IGCSE are in- 
spected to ensure they have 
tlte necessary human and ma- 
terial resources to fulfil the 
curriculum. 

The IGCSE examinations 
this year are coinciding wi^ 
an on-going debate abrat the 
pros and cons of language 
schools and the teaching of 
foreign languages. A con- 
frt>Dtation — almost a battle 
— is going on between those 
who support the language 
schools, underlining the im- 
portance of Iraroing foreign 
languages, and those who 
lieve foat language schools 
undermine tbe national iden- 
tity and that foreign languages 
should be taught at a later 
stage to order not to be 
learned at tbe expense of ^- 
abic. 

Tbe National Specialised 
Councils are currently dis- 
cussmg these issues — tbe 
Education Council from a 
teaching angle and the Coun- 
cil for Culture and In- 
formation within a cultural 
comexL One tiling, however, 
is clear; those students who 
have scored hi^ marics in 
IGCSE exams serve as an ex- 
ample of the achievements of 
lan^ge schools and their 
ability to compete with inter- 
natio^ educational in- 
stitutions. 

From the cultural point of 
view there is no doubt that 
learning a foreign langua^ is 
more than Just a linguistic 
achievement. It opens iq> new 
horizons, helps to enrich 
one’s life and increases the 
understanding of other cul- 
tures. An examination of our 
literary history reveals that 
writers who have enriched our 
culture are those who have 
mastered a foreign language 
and have been able to imbi^ 
from its rich sources. One 
can think of Taba Hussein, 
Tawfik El-Hakiin, Ydiia Haq- 
qi, SaJama Moussa and Huss- 
ein Fawzi, each of whom con- 
tributed to our cultural wraltii. 
These great figures excelled 
in producing Arabic works of 
tbe highest standards. 

Mursi Saad El-Din 


23 June 


aeardk./63HomyaAve. 

9anfllam: Opeoiog eoofaw 

rector. Soad Hutsem SoUu^Umveraty m 
Alnaodria. pregramiiK difccto r, Jam o R 
Nichols. Georgii SombaD UnivrtBty, Zei- 
nab Baafti, Aamss Area “d Dm Smm 
Abu Ali. Univosity of Ateamha. Keyo^ 
kSbss b>- Edwar El-EOwr^ “Alexa^: 
Inwes oftheCty ofSaffinn 
/ST/tJftwf; Pujt i it s non by Mebasaed 
Awad "The Durrell House m Moharnmi 

//Jftim-r ’ 45tm. Hath ASeMaaitiam Par- 
M SeR Soad 

Duiwll's Quartet? . HanaS Hassanem Aly: 

deKWsandTheCenBerZone . 

24June 

fieul Ceol ^ . KkK Of 


' CenaatFIorids. 

Jack F SfCHM "Obfects' te SracB and lliiie: 
Metonyo^ in DundTs Travd Bodes", Mi- 
cbaelGiv^TatherofUisLanckcape: Dur- 
rdlS Cieaiiao of L andscap e and Ounaer 
in Cypni^, Adrian Barlow "Tiiesias and 
The Stebbess Swoe ^Voman: Dundl, TS Ei- 
iot aaoRrilecdM on A Marine VeniaT*. 
itoasi A: Alcxancirin; Cky af Memory nad 
Meaaia^ modentor Ridnid pine, Didifo 
UnivGMy. 

Sof d Hossein Sob^ "Alexoakia as GrocL 
dede's ft", . Corinne - Alexandre-Garnen 
“Alexandria: Piffirgr or.Oq^T* 
JOJOan-J_2J9am, Pi wma tion,' 

iniroduoer Corinoe • AlexandieOBiBer. 
Jacques Hwmim. Pais 
IlMSam-lpat. HaB\ Dnrrtf’s • Boery: 
Readii^ aad Dkcsaskuis; oibdeiaior, read- 
er ("Dimetl's 'MedhenaoeBa Poeby") 
Da^ Radavich, Eastwn lUnaas Uniyasity. 

Kaby^moh OamiClMnc 
hie Ttoasfaiog-floois': Cbsdcal Myth in 
DundTs PoSiy". MaUc Hasbem: The 
of Exile.in Durrell’s Alexandria", 
Petriefc McGuinoen: “DuReU and The 
aona/ Londinpe Poets in Bi^tdi hietn". 
IteOM 4: City of Creeds, modeiaiw M 

Roae, Goucher CoUegB. 

Alice Hidiec "S(M of Plats, SjriikBel 
Places: 'Kdidiiol see dic.teiritiia) City be- 
neadi-die tenqmal one"*, Suzame Hmg: 
The Elenedls of The C«la In The Alex- 
andria , Ricfaaid A HoocL-"Coidn- 
riety, Refarivtty, and The Hemetice in Die 

Alouodrie QinteT. 

Jteonr B: Dutch rad Odsr Wrilen, mod- 
wiitnr EasD EFKBmwuty. lAnveoiiy of 
Alexandric. 

A 2 S MH El-Kboly: "Juitiiw and 7br 
g^ahedble Romancer., Where Oontfl and 
Hiwtbome . Meet on . Conunon . Crotaar,. 


' MarM Badno: "Gender, Natioa and The 
Empire in The Alaandria Quartet end in 
Coaungtd'Age in Aksmidria, The Memoin 
of Wadida Waasefr A Conqmdve Inqniiy" 
Abdalla Soioun "Durrell's influence on Ar- 
abic Lnenture". 

25 June 


ffamCeeO. 

Sam’Iihm. HaO: Key Presentaaons: Dar* 
refl fai Egypt, introducer Hala Y Halim, At- 
Ahram, American Itaivetstty in Cairo, In S 
MaeNivaa, SUW Maridrae College, Musi 
&Din, Al- Ahram, Chtro. 
iO.iSan-1 1.30am. Hath Gender Roles in 
The Alexandria Qaartet. loodeiaior Joseph 
ABoone, 

Sicily Ekfadar "SubveitiDg The Female 
Bo^, The Body Poetics of Oundl's Alex- 
auikan Women” PeuIiM Beard: "Thai 
Whore Among cities and Her Sidu Solitary, 
SexDaUy'Woaoded Men”, Helen Wuasow: 
"Women and The Sea in The Alexandria 
Quartet". 

Roam A\ DsrreB’s Stagecraft, modern 
George B Dowell, Goueber CoUm 
Kmlh f^is ii piiiii- ^yngutiiy With The Dev- 
0; Duran's iFansrur, Joan W Pmbey: 
War aid I^iamiodani: An HtsUCK 
LoOk at DuneD's Plaj^, Hala Y Halim: 
aain EI-Arof end Lawrence Ouireir. 

Axra ft Literary Iheory and StriKtaic, 
oodeiBlor Lawresoe B Gamache,' Uoi- 
vennyoTOnawa. 

' Earl Q h^ersoD: "The Pasonodeniiam of 
The AleamAja Quartef, Linda Stmop Ra- 
chuti* .-T nwKhfin g ReiUty: t ingntoie StTUO 

ttaa in The AJexatdria QutoteT, C 
vindiaD Nanibiar “The Cuhuia Hero and 
The Boom-fiangu: A Study of The Char- 


acierAflbd". 

ll.45am-lfm. Halt Myth and Tbe Cod- 
dem, modentor Jane Eblen Keller. Uni- 
venhy of Baltimore. 

Carol Pe tro e: "Breadnof Myth Imo Owr- 
acter Some Refleetxns on Dunell and 
Nin", Enn El-Kanmay; “Bliodtea Apb- 
rMfite and Tnaiaa m Tbe Alexandria Quar- 
ter, James R Nichols: The Mother Figure 
in Donell's Novels”. 

Room A: The I msg i utd Lusfsape of 
AlexaDdria, awderator Altys Abdel- 
Salam Said, Universty of Aioandria. 

Nabi! M Abdel-AI; TV Sfirir of Pteee io 
OtmeU vs Foss", Marie-Rose Logan: 
"Alexandria io Caitemporar>' French Fic- 
tion; The Wrak of Pscal OutenanT. More 
Hemed Sallam: "Women in Roben Liddell's 
Novel Unreal Qif. 

Room B-. Carreats WkNo Tbe (Cartel, 
oaodenior Marie Ft kg Jean. Uoivesity of 
LyonU. 

Aok R Zahlan; ‘“Crossmg The Bonier'; 
Ouireil's Akxaodrin Farewdl to Modeni- 
isra". Araara Ti^filc TV Motif of The 
Matflatun of Character and Setting in The 
Aiaamdria Qi/armt,”, Nahla Sweto: "De 
Side's and De Rell's Justine’'. 
6J0pm-7,4Spm. Room .4: W iitktg About 
. Durrdl: Aa Opes Dkctssioii, moderator 
ftitick Qunm, Nene College. 

Rt^ Bowen; "Coriaruame 'Many His- 
tories Deep*: TV Pemeal Landscape Poets 
id Sg/pi. I94(M5”. Richard Pine: "Cnsatirig 
Lawrace OurrelL TV Mindscape". 

Z^Juno 


HotdCeed. . 

9atn-i0am. HaR\ Mappiag DuireB’s 
Tboo^l — OM (JoesUons. Nen In- 


rfgbts: A Panel Dbeusshm. mtroduoer 
Carol Pence. 

John M Rose: "Durrell and Plotinus; 
Mapping Tbe City, Mapping Life". Rich- 
ard Schiunaker. "Durrell Between Fou- 
cault and Fukuyanu; 'Tbe Question of 
(Anti-) Humanism". 

lO./fam-ll.JOam. Hath TV Paris ar- 
ete. moderator Susan S MacNiven. 
SLfNY Maritime College. 

Jane Eblen Keller "A Strange Breifa- 
eihood of Saints: Georges Simenon ud 
Henry Miller". Joe Bratcher III: "Pros- 
pero sod Colossus on Vacation; A Sty- 
listic Comparison of DurreH's Pros- 
pero's Cell and Miller's Colossus of 
Maroussr. Jean L Bradford; "A Multi- 
plicity of Selves: Tbe Search for A Cen- 
tre of Gravity in The Literature and 
Lives of Anais Nin and Lawrence Dur- 
teir. 

Room A: DumObtD Echoes in The 
Pesimoderns. moderator Earl G In- 
^rsoll, Biwkpori SUN)’ College. 

Charles L Sli^: "Reading Tbe Divergent 
Weave: Dunell. Connzar, and The Rad- 
er in The N-DImeosional Novel”, John 
t^synard: "On DeM Ground: On- 
daaije’s The English Patient. Egypt, and 
Dunell's Shadow", Sahar Hainmouda: 
"The Figure of The Copt in Lawrence 
Durrell's Alexandria Quartet and Edwar 
Ei-fChami*s Alexandria Trilogy". 

Room Bi Durrell Amoag The Poets, 
moderator Brewster Chamberlin, United 
Stareit Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
James A Brigham: *^iiy Full Of 
Dreams: DurreU's Alexandria and The 
Ghost of Baudelaire", Anna Lillios: 
"Alexaodrun Mirages: DurrelTs and Ca- 
ve's Refiacted Views of The City”, Ian 
Firli: "AITectioas; Gra%‘es' and Dunell's 


Notions of The 'True Poet’", 
tt.45am-tpm. Hall: TV Lesser Knsmi 
Durrell. moderator David Roessel, Adw 
ens Gennadius Library. 

Patrick Quinn: "Down Into The Lab- 
yrinth and Beyond The Ego”. Niehelu 
Moskovakis: "Kaisioibalia. Durrell, and 
St Joan", James M Decker "Dunell’s 
Venereal Baedecker Locating Tbe Spirit 
in ‘Elegy on The Closing of The French 
Broibcl:t'”. 

Room A: Worlds Within The Avienoa 
Quintet, moderator Susan Vander Clos- 
ler. Rhode island School of Design. 

Paul H Lorens "‘O World Of Little Mir- 
rors in The Light': El-Kheimia in TV 
.Avignon Quintet”, Annick Durand: “The 
Gypsy — Reflection on A Theme Of 
Duireirs Iconography”, Dianne L Vi- 
pond: "Vinual Persona (lily): Steret^ 
scopic Character in Lawrence Durrell’s 
Avignon Quintet". 

Room B: Egypt in The Alexandria 
Q'nartd, moderator Anne R Zahlan. 
Mona Monte: "Linitaxions of Viskn?: 
The Egyptian People in Durrell's Alex- 
andria Qiumei", Rosalind Ward Gwynne: 
"blam And Muslims in The Alexandria 
Quonei”. Sherry Lutz Zivicy; "Coptic 
Christianity in DuneH's Alexandria 
Quanei”. 

27 June 


Haut Cecil 

Pam-IOam. Hall: DnrreD's Uaftnisheil 
Novel ’A Vilhge Of Turtle-Doves’: 
The Story of New Gonnia, Egypt, in- 
troducer James R Nichols. 

Omar EI-Hakim: “Hassu Faihy — Ao 
Enigmatic .Arehiieci”. Gerald L vineem; 


"‘A Tale of Two Villages’ — A Visit to 
Couma and New Gourna, Egypt", David 
Roessel: "Lawrence DurreM's Un- 

flnished Novel: 'A Village of Turtle- 
Doves'". 

IO.I5am-IJ.30am. Hall: Tbe Oty and 
TV Quartet: Visions end Revisions, 
moderator Virginia Kirby-Smidi CamiUi- 
ers. University of Ballimore. 

Kelly Keen Chalfanc "‘Slender and 
Naked As An Eastern Lily': Passion As 
Purification", Frank Kersnowski: "Me- 
lissa and Her Resonnances", MoharUed 
Yehia Mohamed Hassan; “Images of The 
Other In Durrell's Alewtodria Quanei". 
Room A: CohrafailisiB and Orientalisni, 
moderator Lyn Goldman, Univoaitysor 
Alberta. 

Khani Begum: "Lawmee Durrell's 
Alexandria ()uanei: Tbe Nexus of Co- 
lonial, Post-Colonial, and Gender Dis- 
courses", Maty Roussou: "Colonialism 
and Orientalism in Tbe Alexandria Quar- 
tet", Maik-Tdrtee Abdel-Messih: "Dur- 
rail's Aletandria Quartet and M Said's 
The City; Literary and Visual Texf'. 
JJ.45am-Jpm, Hall: Receptions of Dnr- 
reO, East tnd West, moderator PauLH 
Lorenz. 

Stephane Hcrbreehter "Lawrence Durrell 
and The Canon: 'Receiving' The Avig- 
non Quintet", Sudmilla Volodarskaya; 
"Durrell in Russian Critical Liieranire". 
Teresa Brennan: "Psychoanalysis and 
The Alexandria Quartet”. 

Room A: Behind The Qnarfet. moder- 
ator Jouathan Peaiman, Cenual Antik- 
verietet, Sweden. r 

Waffiya Mursi: "Justine. An Anglo-Irish 
Perqi^ve". Susan Vander Closien 
"The Plastic An of The Atexandria 
Quartet". 


14 Living 
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Encroaching on agricultural land or building in the desert, which option wiB solve the problem of 60(M)00 new families a year? 


fOHJto: Randa Shaa^ 


ast and maybe least 

Wagdi Riad reports from Istanbul on the fiery debates of Habitat It's last session and its finai disappointing declaration 


Heated debates on unresolved issues have extended 
Habitat li's closing session undi the early hours of 
Satuj^y IS June. The session which started on 
Thursday momii^ with a debate over a proposal pre- 
by Arab ^legates refen^ to the occupation 
by', foreign powers and the creation of settlements by 
those occupying powers in old dries — in a clear ivf- 
er^ce to the erty of Jerusalem — has ended on Sat- 
urday at dawn with Arab delegates withdrawing their 
proposal after Turkish mediation. This was the long- 
est session in the history of UN conferences. Since it 
ran against the UN conference charter which stip- 
ulates that the deciaiarion should be announced no 
la^r than Friday .midnight. Shafkat KalkMil had to 
st^ the dock at i 1.59 until the conference finally 
came to a close. 

Following a week of bargaining in which several un- 
resolved issues pitted countries of the north and the 
south against each other, the United Nations Confer- 
ence on Human Settlements (HABITAT), the last 
UN mega-conference of this century, released the Is- 
tanbul Declaration and the 21 st Agenda for the Fu- 
ture of Human Settlements in an Urabarusing WoHd. 


The declaration, notes one reptesentative of a donor na- 
tion, aims to outline a clear-cut vision that will govern 
the work of die UN institutions and donor countries 
over the coming years. 

During the conference, HABITAT II delegates 
seemed far from reaching a compromise on many of 
the diluted issues on die summit’s agenda. Ammig die 
issues to be contested were ones related to new forms 
of die family, imroduemg sex education into the class- 
room and die rights of homosexuals. Along with sever- 
al other delegates, representatives of isiamic nations 
objected to tn^ topics on religious grounds. Voussef 
Hayasat, spokesman for the Arab delegates, asked ^t 
the pt&ase "farms of fenuly” be stnick from the sum- 
mit's agenda as "it runs counter to our religion and tra- 
ditions." Delegates from Groiqi 77 and China also 
voiced tbeir objections to diis point But while a work- 
shop was set up to discuss the issue, according to Rah- 
man Youssef Zein, a meinber of die Pakistani delega- 
tion. the outcome was tnconclusive. 

Also disputed was including tbe right for all to have 
shelter as a basic human right on tbe conference's agen- 
da. This issue was strongly promoted delegates from 


countries of &ie south, but staunchly opposed by the US 
and J^ian. Another committee was set up to debate the 
ti^ic. 

Although many countries are still at logg e rheads, do- 
nor countries and several UN institutions have stressed 
that any financial aid to be e.'Ctended to developing 
countries is contingent on tbeir radf^ng tbe declara- 
tion. A conference source stated that aid wiU be allocat- 
ed to those who sign, while the requests submitted by 
those who do not will be taken li^idy. Additionally, 
most western nations have lefiised to extend cash fw 
the UN Housing Fund, opting instead to hammer out 
separate deals with devde^g countries as a way of ex- 
ettii^ politicai pressure on these nations. "Efforts on 
the part of countries of tbe north to delay discussions on 
intemational cooperation points to tbe fact that they do 
not want to be held re^osible -fn; or committed to- 
wards. financial aid to developing countries,'' said a del- 
egate frtffl one develc^ing country. 

This air of conditionality and discord has elicited a 
great deal of criticisni abi^ tbe conference itseif. US 
Senator Jesse Helms, head of the Senate Forngn Re- 
lations Committee, leveled accusations against UN of- 


ficials for ^mding miUioos of dollars on "a confer- 
ence that is doomed to failure.'" 

On a bri^der note, Isnaafl Senageddin, depuQF- 
bead of ^ World Bank, amwunced in die "elite ses- 
skm" diat die WB and noidiem countries were, se- 
riously considering ‘’reducing the debts diouldesed 
developing countries." 

But as a prevailing cloud of uncertainty hovered 
over the summit, on the sktednes of die couferenoe, 
events came to a bead. Re piesen t ad ves of several 
noD-goveramental organisations (NGO) staged a 
march in Al-lstikhilaJ Street, black ribbons covei^ 
tbeir raoutlis as a sjdzibol of how diey were being 
muzsied by tfaek governmenis. They were also pro- 
testing the summit's agenda. Maltera went from bad 
to worse, however, when Turidsh police aire^ 
some "environmenla] extremists". 

Tbe Istanbul conference wound iqi hs work marit- 
ii^ only one m^or victory, namely lo haw the pro- 
vision of shelter declared a basic human right Toe fi- 
nal declaration reiterafod die programme of action, 
including the terminology, previoi^ agreed upon at 
the Beijing ccmference. 


Going home 


Will the national youth housing pro- 
ject solve Egypt's housing prob- 
lem? Gihan Shabine investigates 


Medhat Salah. 27. broke olT his engage- 
ment after he was unable to afford an 
apartment in the private sector. So he 
rushed to apply for one in .Al-Obour. 
whore units arc nou being erected for 
young people like him. in "search of af- 
fordable housii^.Nluch to his dismay, 
the flats wcre w'eiqKnsit c. 

Tweniy-one' kilometres cast of down- 
town Cairo, Al-Obots' city appears on the 
horizon, iii^iring hope for a new life in 
the desert M the cninmee. a tree-lined 
road meets dust>' graicl where construc- 
tion is now at its Four-storev apart- 
ment buildings, a school and a hospital 
already give the aura of a city in the 
malting. 

The 1 5.000 housing units in .Al-Obour, 
one of gc«ucr Cairo’s six satellite cities, 
are pan of a national youth housing pro- 
jcc^.aimed at serving newly-formed low- 
incomc ftmiilics and young bachelors 
planning a married life. .Applicants are 
required to be between 23 and 37 years 
of age. possess no other apartment and 
preferably already be married. Having a 
Job in Al-Obour is an asset and ap- 
plicants are entitled to only one apan- 
ment. There are no guidelines on income, 
however. 

In spite of the barren desert view, the 
apartments might be considered a luxury 
for low-income youth: e\'cry flat houses 
a reception, two bedrooms, a kitchen, a 
bathroom and balcony in a. 100 square 
metre area. Promised will sur- 

round the buildings and owners arc free 
to choose from the "best brands" of wall 
paipt as well as ceramic decorations, in- 
cluded in the overall sales price. These 
perks, however, have made the apart- 
ments rather unaffordable. . 
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Zucchini in yoghurt 

Itigredienis: 

I ^ zucchini 

1 1 Q cups minced meat 
(cqoked) 

8 NTtons plain yoghurt 
1 whole' egg,, (b^ten with 2 
drops of vinegar) . 

1 tbsp. crusti^ ^lic 

2 tbsp. dry cnis^ mint 

2 tbsp: corn starch 
1 beef or chicken stock 

I )^. com oil 
Blitter 

Saft, pepper, allspice, 
c^mmon^ bayleaf 

N^od: 

Scrub zucchini and stuff with 
Seasoned minced meat after 
emptying their insides. Cook 
ovi^ low beat in stock with a 
pidee of butter and season vrith 
alFthe above ^ices. Remove 
ZDcttami and bayleaf from 
stock, reserving sto^. It should 
not exceed half a cup. Stir .yo- 
ghurt until creamy, then add 
and vinegar and heaL stir- 
ring vigourausly until thet. yo- 
ghurt boils and is liquefied. Stir 
com starch in some cold water. . 
add to the yoghurt stirring un- 
tiHt boils and thickens. Add rt- 
$l>'ed stock and stir boil again, 
tl)^ add zuchini and cook in 
thf yoghurt for 5 minutes. 

Itepve the pan uncovered. In a 
^ucepan, beat oil and stir-fry 
^ntly the gariic, then stir 
qantin and pour over zucchini 
^ yo^uit shaking the pan to 
qI^ it in and leave over heat 
two minutes only. Serve 
w|^h rice and tabouleh. 

Moushira Abdel-Malek 


An q»rtmcnt costs LE4S.000, but the 
government has subsidised LEI 0,000. 
bringing the price lag down to LE35.000 
and payable in instaiments: a down- 
payment of LE3,SO0: LE6.000 over two 
years (about LE250 a month): LEI I.S00 
on receipt of the apartment: and the re- 
maining LEI 4.000 over 27 years with a 
subsidi^ interest rate ofsix pCT cent — 
about LE84 a mondL If the appticam can- . 
not afford to pay tbe LEI 1.500 in cash 
upon receipt, foe money can be added to 
die 27-year instalments, but at the current 
interest rale. 

Many believe that both foe conditions 
and foe prices arc unfair. "How on earth 
can 1 pay LE2S0 a month when my 
monthly salary is LE200." protests Ah- 
mod Fafoi, a 26-year-oid civil servant 
who has tried to augment his income with 
afternoon jobs — even that of an assistant 
cook at a small hotel. "But foe compensa- 
tion was never enough." 

Gi\'cn foe frusuation of many who 
come to realise that their dream home is 
not affordable, some criticise the project 
as "impractical" or "of limited bcMfit to 
low-income youth". 

An estimated 660.000 families are 
fonned every year. 60.000 of which live 
below tbe poverty level in urban areas, 
says Abu Zeid Ragch, member of tbe 
Specialised National Councils and head . 
of foe Housing and Planning Section at 
the Academy of Scientific Research. 
Though unofficial, it is generally agreed 
that an income of under LE800 per year 
qualifies as under the poverty line. Since 
these 60,000 fomilies cannot devote more 
than 16 per cent of tbeir income to Ikhis- 
ing, foe government should provide for 
them, recommends Rageh. But some say 


foe government is not able to subsidise 
60.()00 housing units per year. 

Though Milad Har^ a veteran hous- 
ing expert, says that the goveminent "is 
certainly adopting the wrong housing pol- 
icy," he also sa>'s that it is assuming "too 
much financial responsibili^ compared 
to what is supplied." Statistics at foe Min- 
istry of Planning £foow that subsidised 
housii:^ loans cost foe govenunent one 
billion Egyptian pounds in 1995 and 
1996, he says. 

The problem is mainly due to foe fact 
that the units arc being sold, rather than 
rented, says Hanna, which creates a dual 
financial problem: for the government 
and for foe youth. In ofder to sell, foe 
goveroroent needs to build. If the govera- 
raent subsidises foe bousing units and 
rents them out, residents could move out 
and buy affordable housing (if their in- 
come increases) and leave foe subsidised 
bousing for others in need. The youth, on 
foe otl^ band, cannot spend thousands of 
pounds on living accomodations. And the 
government has never managed to offer 
60,000 units per year at low prices. 

The subsidised project does not seem to 
be solving many problems that low- 
income youth face with housing. Some 
expect the project to serve primarily as a 
commercial business. “Only the a^ueot 
will be able to buy foe apartments, mmtly 
for reasons of investment, and de^ite foe 
strict measures taken against any abuse of 
foe project." says Hanna, re^tfoUy. 

That foe project is beneficial for the af- 
fluent, ratbCT than the needy, is more than 
just an assumption set by Hanna. In fact, 
the percentage of occiqxition in satellite 
cities like tOfo of Ramadan. 6fo of Oc- 
tober or the newer AL-Shorouq. docs not 

•teoceu^ 


exceed 20 or 30 per cent of all tbe hous- 
ing units, says Dr Hamdy Mobsen, bead 
of the Civil Works O^artment at Ain 
Shams University’s Faculty of En- 
gineering. Tbe consequence is that tii^ 
have not relieved any of the crowdedness 
of Cairo, which was their main goal. 
"The government should not have 
thought of starting a new project for 
youth before makin g; full use of already 
established high and middle income 
housing in foe satellite cities." he warns. 

Rag^ claims that no mote than 1 1,000 
appUcants showed serious intcicst in the 
Al-Obour project a claim that is refuted 
by officials at foe Ministry of New Dc- 
veic^pmem Communities. Undersecretary 
of Slate Mahmoud El-Sarnagawi boasts 
about the high deomd for the apart- 
ments. Official statistics at foe Housing 
and Development Bank, the body in 
charge of the project indicate that foe 
1 S,(^ units were applied for and sold. 

Ragch and Hanna suggest that foe gov- 
ernment provide direct financial as- 
sistance to those in need, rather foan sub- 
sidise foe apartments themselves and 
make them available to those who can 
manage the cost Rageh also suggests 
that "a social study to de^e target 
groups of a lower income" be conducted. 
‘The government should then offer them 
small flats at subsidised rents, and grad- 
ually lift a yearly 10 per cent of foe sub- 
sidy till it terminates it in 10 years time, 
whM a young man would probably be fi- 
nancially independent," he says. 

El-Samagawi defends the ministry's 
policy and categorises youth into four so- 
cial sections; the rich, (he fairiy affluent 
who cannot afford steeply-priced private ' 
sector apartments, the 1^ affluent who 


cannot pay in cash but can affoiti in- 
stalments, and die nee^ ones udio cannot 
pay in ca^ or even in instalments. 

"The Ai-Obour project can solve tbe 
problems of tbe first tittee categories, 
leaving only one to be addressed at a later 
stage." says El-Samagawi. Tt is only 
then foat foe government con consider ap- 
plying the rent ^stem to help foose be- 
low the poveaty tine." For the time being. 
El-Samagawi is satisfied wifo the {KojecL 
The government policy has opmed ip 
new fields of work for youth„has encour- 
aged than to work and h^ unproved 
their financial status in one way or an-. 
ofocT, rafoer than sit and wait for a gov- 
ernment subsidy," be says. The govern- 
ment is not re^ to help those who do 
not help foemsdves." 

El-Sarnagawi says, however, that foe 
goveromcDt has never been totally tfolivi- 
ous to foe poorer sections of speie^. It 
established 38.000 apartments in several 
satellite cities and as^ fora 1£1,500 to 
LE8.000 down paynient and a LE84 
monthly instalmenL "The apa r tments are 
certainly not as luxuriously bniit as foose 
offered by the recent youth habitat pro- 
ject, but AJ-Obour could offer a partial 
solution for some you^" be added. 

Mohamed Ibrafafoi ^liman, minister of 
tbe New Development Communities, 
says foat the prcgect is a stqi tovrards 
solving Cairo's housing problems. "A 
problem cannot be solved over a year. 
This project will certainly help tbe gov- 
ernment solve other pnfolema faced by - 
(he poor. In the long run, tbe new satellite 
cities will (^lerate on full power and that 
wilt be a gre^ relief for Cairo's over- 
populatiM and housing problems.” says 
SoUmaiL 



Who sits 


When I first beard of a women s can^ ot the 
metro, I drugged. Why the seg effl^ - Siu^ 
one is no more likely to be taita^ m the 
me&o than elsewhere. Curious, bow^ y. I wto 
to inspect it and, likbis what I saw. 1 decided to 
ad o pt it. I 

Women riding together show gr^ 5®“”^ “ 
each other, are always ready to lavi^4 beir a tieiH 
tion on children travelling alone and coiyol their 
occasional rowdiness wifo affiretionare firtnn^ 
Young boys up to the age of ten are allowed to 
ride with the women and. when an oldCT man ms- 
takes tbe carriage for an oidioaiy one. be is polite- 
ly advised to get off promptiy at the next ^on 
to avoid paying a fine^ The atmosphere is always 
pigacatif^ regardless of the number of passragets. 

Last week 1 was sitting on my fovounte seat, 
next to the door, when I beard a commotioo. Two 
boys were boarding, tradine insuits at foe top of 
foe'u- voices. 1 looked up in surprise and so did 

most of foe other women. Tbe language th^ were 

iiatng was quite unusual. The boys, foe oldw no 
more foan ei^ bad the appearance of tenniral 
delinquents. Everything was rough about them, in- 
cluding tiieir gahbfyas and lai^ wooden clogs, 
lliey were stout, heavy-limbed, and had the gen- 
eral allure of little thugs. The boys stared in- 
solently around, foen the younger opened a plastic 
container, exttaeted a couple of sticky dat^ 
hiiroduced therp in his mouth, s mackin g his lips 
noisily. A few seconds later he spat tbe stones out, 
in no particular direction, then leapt into a seat, 
l^iTKHng on an elderly Jaefy. The older boy, mean- 
while, was surveys the pas^ngers. Suddenly his 
attention was cau^t by a young girl obscrvmg 
him quietly. He matched ^eat determination 
towards her and "I'dgaH her rudely. "Stand up, my 
good woman, 1 waiu to sit down," said foe young 
bully, trying to pMiU her out of her seat "Can't you 
see a man is s tandin g while you are sitting? 

. Where are your manners?" The girl obviously 
ffightened but clung stubbornly to her place nev- 
erfoeless. Tbe boy turned around and addressed 
ite passengers; "Do you see what ! sec'.r be 
shouted. "L a msm, am not being shown doe re- 
spect" He was indignant and no doubt thioddng 
about his next move, when a middle-aged wmnan 
rose from her seat arid whispered something in foe 
gjri’s ear. The two quickly changed places. 
The boy was now confionted wifo a much laiger 
specimen of the sex he seemed to despise. 
confiised him. ‘^eU," said the woman. *‘^ow me 
what kind of a nmn you are and. if 1 am satisfied i 
- will stand up for you." The boy turned around and 
yanked his young brother ferociously from his 
seat Ihe Ihtie fellow afanost eboked on another, 
pit he was (n^qiaciiig to sph onto the floor. "Let's 
get off," yelled foe older brother. "God will pun- 
ish there women who have no respect for meo." 

Hie metiD was entering a station and tbe two 
boys got off, ^ older pt^ung foe youi^er in 
fhmt of him and shouting abuse as tiiey dis- 
. appealed. They were repiac^ by a mother, her fet 
son and two young daughters. The gi^ had a hard 
time steadying foe nK^Mr mid hdping her to- a‘. 
seat vfoere ^ coU^ised noirily. T^ woman was 
obviously not used ID tiiis mode of transport. 

“Your brodier,” she gaqiecL “go see if be is 
comfiMtable.” The bc^ secured himself a seat 
and, ignoring bis mother's difiicuhies, was look- 
ing out of foe window. I'm foirsQr," fae wailed as 
soon as fae saw his sisteik Ctoe tif the ehis ex- 
tracted a bottle of mineral water frixn foe huge 
bag she was canying,. while foe other wiped foe 
boy's sweaty face T'm faungiy,*' he whimpered 
■Tlfliat does he need?" cried the mofoer. "Give it 
to him.” A packet of biscuits emeiged from the 
ba^ He polished it off in oo thne^ stuffing the bis- 
cuits into ids mouth force by tl^. The rno^ 

. was worded Ts he all rigb^ she called to her 
daugfateis. Tle^i him down when we get to (Ik 
station. I don't.want him to hurt hhnself' Tbe two 
girls stood next to the fat boy — who was at least 
twrive and quite capable of looking af- 

■terhimsdf — waiting for him to express a need to. 
which they could cater. Alfoou^ dim was plenty 
of room, neither of them saw it proper to sit down. 

1 ind-.unfbrtun^ly reached my destination' and 
was therefore unable to find out whether foe fei 
txty eventually made it off the carriage, with or 
without die of his womenfoOc, but I did won- 

der a ffest deal about tbe future of women’s em- 
powennenL Pechqis, I thoiigbt. someone should 
surest that next century's UN mega-conference 
on gender ' equality target pre-school boys and 
girls. 

Fayza Hassan 


Thai me up 

Good Thai pie in the sky? No, writes Nigel Ryan 


The fecade of Bua Khao is an unassuming 
alTair, a wooden clad exterior that is peibaps 
more Swiss chalet than far east. Tbe interior 
is equally unassuming, with plain tables, lad- 
der backed, rush seated chairs arranged in a 
brightly lit interior. There is a bar in one 
corner and on foe walls are watercolours, it 
is certainly not the version of the orient that 
is most commonly presented in high street 
restaurants. Not a hint of a pagoda, no piped 
far Eastern ambiance. A refreshing cb^ge; 
But then Bua Kbao. alas, is an uncommon 
place. 

The watercolours are of Bangkok. When 
you enter there is someone sitting cross- 
legged besides a multi-holed poaching tray, 
dropping spoonfuls of coconut milk batter 
into the holes and removing them when they 
are almost, but not quite, solid. The results 
look like miniature (toacbed eggs and taste 
delicious. 

The menu, though it does not over reach it- 
self, offers plenty of choice. We selected 
Yum Neue Yang, a sliced, grilled beef salad, 
Kao tung na tan^ a dish of minced shrimps 
served with a crispy rice pancake, pad bua 
kfaad, fried meat and seafood in oyster sauce, 
and a version of Thai noodles. 

The shrimps, finely chopped rather than 
minced, were refreshingly li^i, tlunks to foe 
addition of herbs and lemon. The beef salad 
was excellent The meat, afiCT being marinat- 
ed with coriander, mint chili, garlic and on- 
ion. had not been grilled to death, as is too 
often the case. It was allowed to remain 
. moist, was served warm in a little liquor, ac- 
companied by salad vegetables. Generally f 


am not overly fond of such cold-hot com- 
bif^tions. nor am a great fan of coriander 
which, particularly when it is fresh, can easi- 
ly oveipower eveiyfoing it touches. But at 
Bua Khao dishes are constructed wifo del- 
icacy and this particular combination could 
not be faulted. 

Tbe Thai style noodles comprised crisp 
strips of fried duck, grated cabbage, cour- 
gettes, finely chopped peanuts and prawns, ft 
managed the difficult task of being sweet 
without being cloying. Pad bua khao con- 
tained. alongside prawns and beef, strips of 
carrot, tiny florets of broccoli and string 
beans. The vegetables . bad been lightly 
steamed before being added to the oyster 
sauce, which meant that they retained both 
texture and taste. 

Together wifo an order of steamed rice and 
two local beers the bill came to LE83, which 
included a small order of foe coconut miUt 
dessert which are cooked to order. This is far 
from expensive for food that had obviously 
been cooked wifo care, and with an eye on 
fresh, locally at'ailable produce. 

Bua Khao does not attempt the impossible, 
ft does the possible, thou^. extrao^inariiy 
well. By paying attention to marketing, and 
by knowing what is what in foe kitchen, it 
I»oduces food that seldom, if ever, dis- 
appoints. And in this price range that is more 
fo^ enongb to encourage foe paying of a 
, visit, and then to return. They do not, in- 
cidentally. use 'monosodium glutamate. 

Bua Khao. 9. Road 151. Old ISIaadi. 

Tel: S5 00 126 ' 
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ACROSS 
1. Virile (4) 

5. Music balls (4) 

9. Ethical (S) 

14. A crystalline 
compound (4) 

15. ^uth African hill (4) 

16. Mindfol (5) 

17. Fly high (4) 

1 8. Small spirit stove (4) 

19. Napes (5) 

20. Mi^ievous child (3) 

2 1 . Cereal used in bread 
making (3) 

22. Play a practical 
joke on (3) 

24. Sup^ative suffix (3) 

25. Dismiss from service 
wifo disgrace (7) 

27. Seine (3) 

29. Finale (3) 

30. Do an injustice (7) 

35. Committee (5) 

38. Frosts (4) 

39. Entreaty (4) 

40. Sped (3) 



41. Fully grown (5) 

42. Pose (3) 

43. Jot (4) 

45. Putrefies (4) 

46. Scottish Celts (S) 

48. Capable of being 
moulded (8) 

50. Curve (3) 

5 1 . Initials written on certain 
ttansport vehicles (3) 

52. In short (7) 

56. To...with love (3) 

59. Crumbs (3) 

61. niuminaied (3) 

62. Deer (3) 

63. Goodbye (5) 

65.,French friends (4) 

67. 'New star (4) 

68. Commit to memoiy (5) 

69. Mi^lace (4) 

70. God of War(4) 

7 1 . Mixed cold disb (5) 

72. Weather directions (4) 

73. lmpudent(4) 

DOWN 

1. Food of love (5) 

2. Fragrance (3) 

3. Hops (5) 

4. Spike of com (3) 

5. Cran^lied with (6) 

6. Intimidate (5) 

7. beagle (3) 

8. Culture ni^um (4) 

9. Troi^ in stable (6) 

10. Obligated to (3) 

11. Contest (4) 

12. Boxes (4) 

13. Unless (4) 
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21. Outer fiuh covering (4) 
23. Feeling of guilt 
or remorse 
26. Pronoun (3) 

28. Incline (3) 

30. Sbaip; pointed (5) 

3 1 . Semi-solid colloidal solu- 
tions (4) 

32. 'OtiKrwise (4) 

33. Yashmak (4) 

34. Devoui3(4) 

35. Ladies' mneigarmeat, 
pL(4) 

36. Pledge (4). 

37. Small wild 
ox of Celebes (4) 

38. Aiijple.of one's eye (4) 

41. kindle on \ifoich ■ 
sonfenung revolves (5) *■ 


Last week's sointion 


44. Merabets of Council of 
both Houses, abb. fS) 

46. Clench teeth (4) 

47. Expert (3) 

49. On all sides (6) 

50. AsceiKted (6) ' 

52. Extreme b^hess (5) 

53. Poetic for "frozen" (Si 

54. Dqn Juan (5) 

55. Bn^ necessity (5) 

56. Indian tree yielding 
dl^founarTejtiii, pL (4) 

57. Concept (4) 

58. Asian monetary unit (41 
60. Story (4) 

Time pe^ (3) 

66. Do a gardenins 

job (3) • * 

67. Forty winks (3) 
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“A step in the right direction", seems tol>e the consensus on the new unified child code, whose executive bill is to be issued soon. Although children un- 
der the age of 1 8 constitute 40 per cent of the population, Dina Esat finds out that a lot still needs to be done before children's rights are folly protected 
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Little 



The prepress of a n^on is measured by Ac- quality ofliie giyeo to its 
child^ Id acbuntiy like Egypt, udimchildreD under tbe age of 18 
constitute 40 per cent of tfae popula&n, in ^w avm g -tiie quafity of life 
fer the young is inq>eiative to susDunable development 

Egypt has made great strides in itduc^ ch3d mortality imd malr 
nutritioa, bccmfii^ to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). Buttfam 
is a lot of room for improvement in other areas; hence a iiatininfti uni- 
fied law on children's rights wilLsopn be on foe books. - 

The executive bin for the umSeid. child code is correndy being 
draAed by the Cabinet Once issued, it wiD inclement ^ypt’s new 
legisladon oo chfld rights. 

The new l^islatfon contains nine dmpeers encreiqjassmg the areas 
of educatiott, beahfacare, social services and 1^1 ri^iis. In fee^, 
its 1 44 artid« should in^irove die Uves of some 25 million and 

boys from die day diey are bom until they turn 18. 

Reactions to the new chOd code have varied widefy. Some have 
called it a landroarit on the road to iizqirovii^ childiea’s living con- 
didons. Others have dismissed it as an uncreadve rewrite of the 
1,200 current l^sladve texts on children. But moA commei^ators 
seem to ^ree feat it is a step in the direction ’’whiefa cannot 
stand on its own". 

“There are three mam (^ectives for diis law •— the chikl’s well- 
being, develc^pment and jmtcction,’* said Amina El-Guiadi, sec- 
retaiy-geaeial of the Coun^_fbr Modieihood and Cfailtfeopd, the. 
sponsors of the new l^slatKKL 

According to its s up porters, the l^jslatkm breaks new ground in 
several domains. It raises die l^al age ceiling ofdiiidhood from 16 
to 18 and the legal muimuini age for child labour fimn 12 to 14. It 
also mamiains that diild enrolled in sdiool riuwld have a med- 
ical record and predubHs the jAyacal punishment of any child under 
1 8 wdm is char^ wife connnitting a crime. And it simulates 
penalties for fectory owners who breach the international standards 
of children’s food. 

But those who were not too impressed say feat fee new law steexs 
clear of controversial issues and feus feds to address the acute prob- 
lems fixun-wbich of diikben suffer evq y day; 

For exanqile, over 30 jra cent of the c srimatR d 6 millxoo' 
pl^sicaUy handie^ied children in die cmibby were defonned due to 

bfrMi"»*y rfieeMeg, fef fpw fffwfa ftils tn itientiow tftem A proposed 
article diat required ad men and women to undergo pre-mantal med- . 
ical testily to avoid exacerbating the problem, was scrapped during 
the puiiairientaiy discussion of fee draft lepsladoiL 

“Parliament was completeJy against this article,” said Fathi 
guib, senior consultant to die Minister of Justice and a major archi- 
tect of the new le^sladon. **Had we insi^ed on it, die entire text 
would have been hijacked by this one article,** he added. 

Critics also protest diat die text of fee new law feiis to ^peD out fee 
criminal nature of female genital mutilation (FGM) to which, it is » 
tifnated, at least ^.000 gi& are subjected monthly. 

The of chOdien Wbo are denied Egyptian dtizensh^ 

because they are bexn to an ^yptian modier and rotei^ fether are 
not included in the text either: *‘We really wanted to include all of 
this, but you cannot shock society. You need to jnove slowly ” El- 
Guindi said. 

Though recent media reports have spod^fated accounts of pareM 
who bnzta^ and sometimes even torture dieir difldren wnfe 
electric riiocks, heated in» ban and cigarette butts, the new code 
makes no m«tirfnn ofcfaild abuse. “Ibe law chooses to act as if it did 
not exist,” said one duldren's rights activist 

The problem, aecortfing to sources at die C«ntie for Human Rigte 
Le^ Aid (CHRLA), is tiiat die Illation does not consider the is- 
sues at hand wtdiin tiidr larger context 

For ample, in a bid to counter die growing trend of school drop- 
outs, the code stipufe^ feat aQ children must attend school fw 12 ' 
years. Noti-govenunental st^stics si^gest. that amerng primary- 
xbool stride^ at least 36 per cent — mostly giris living in rural tf- 
eas ^ to fmish then {uim^ school edumttkni. 

However, t h**" came statistics riiow that 80 per cent of dtr^Mxils 
fiom very poor families who not only cannot affori tn send 
their r^dreo to school, but who also are dny rnby rfl re economic 

eircurnsimices to encourage or even force their ofSpnng to work arid 
bring minoney for “niore necessary things” than ectecaliaiL 

Mobamed Mamdoub is a I2-year-old boy wfeo dropped out fiom 
school at the age of hme to woifc at a car repair wiraiop in Ab- 
bassiya. He euje^ goir« to school even timu^ his femfty could 

not afford to get him “nice clothes arid new shoes at tito beghmiog of 

everv Other academic yeai^ I3re hb sdiool antes. Mdouned waited 

to be an engineer, bm because his fether suddenly deserted fee femi- 

Iv and left them wife no inoney to siqiport be^faad to 

Inve the classroom and work, ri am the man of-ftis feimly. My 

motherwotksbutwe»eedmoremoMy”lies^ ^ _ 

nnrtffl^ rtiafehgdren who have to work at bakenes. woifc- 

shobs and otiier dangerous srnall-scatemfesiriesthteM to mert 

environmental and health standanfc are sul 9 e^.to senous 

kVl- 



niCTipwwnris described a nonate case hiyo^ 

^ workshop who pumped air into the bowds of a nme- 
Tworldne for him. In another case, leported tins year, a 
itoasdly beat an eight-year-oW ^ wodoog for him as 
Wh^ giri coeSJiained to her fei^ 

I b a daik ittom and left her wife haimy any rood or drmk 


, . .. . 

the employeis were summoned todetenainemsdves 
I. But fern is DotUng to ensure that other dnkban are 

esamembueatmenL 

. 1 ... tnnt *Miiwaies. mere are wout 1.4 


under the age or 14 in me laooor mancu yi usac, / / 
afiricultuie, 9 per cent m workshops, 5 ]ycent m «y- 

rid 9 per can m amsouctiwL Most of these diilfera 
iiHs a dw vw* no mme than a 30-minutt8 toeak. 
a milium of these children had to wgrit to^support 

Id iltt remaiiuter wert to work after feeir educantm 

lanetal burden an their ftn^e^ ' ' 

I education, a ccmpiebenwe hralflm ^yrtm for 
5 a massive budfeet which officiate « still im- 
^ am llte health record card js another asset of 

■ iaw,its»»stt8 

9 and Sbaima’ are three school chikboi, aged 4, 9 effect and not 


and 12 years. AH tinee suffer fiom cancer. Tbeir doctor, Mobamed 
Fawzi, says that early detectirm would have made their tberitoy 
ier and better. *^o, fiom tins pMot of view, tiie card system is going 
to be good if it iricomorates proper full chedc-iqis,” Fawzi said. 

On average each of th^ chfldren need about LE60.000- 
LE100,000 for two years of treatment acemding to Fawzi, 
woriQ at the Natirmal Centre for Tuniors. Patients wife moe se- 
rious cases need much more money. If fee child re c ov e rs success- 
fully, adfetioiialittoiiey is needed ^foUow-iqitreatineat for atout 
five years. Sarah wants to be'a paiater, Ibrahim and Shaima' want to 
be doefora Fm tins to h^ipeii, enou^ 11101 ^ has to be provided. 

“Ibe problem is that this legisl^cm foils to mentionl ft^mg,” 
Fawzi s^ 

Acemding to a study conducted by the Children Studies Centre at 
Ain ShaimUiiivefsiiy, at least 40 per cent of Egyptian childrni suf- 
fer fiom some form c^hqiatitis. “Most of these cases are curable 
wife the right treatment arc nutritioii. but who is going to provide 
Ibr h?” asked one pediatridan who spoke on fee condhioii of an- 
onymity. 

Non-gnv ernmenfal m ganigati mw concerned wife chDdten's 
heahfa care say tiiat they can he4> the govezoment if they are given a 
fieehaod. 

The Human Relief Agency (HRA) of the Doctors Syndicate part- 
ed a project, earlier tins year, to annij^ provide 20 oeaf and {foys- 
icaliyfaanfecqiped cliikben wife hearing and walking aids. “We do 
this in cooperation wife the ctmeemed govennnental hoqritds,” 
said Mrfesen Abdd-Khaleq of the HRA. The HRA collects dona- 
tions, buys the cqoipmeDt and gives it to fee coacenied hospitals 
and centres which then distribide them among chOdren wbo cannot 
afford to buy medical aids. “‘But if die govenunent issues a decree 
stopping us fimn collecting donations tcanoaow, fem we will 
siiq^ Abdel-Khaleq srid. 

Tte status of abmdoned and neglected children is another area 
whiefe the l^teteticm leaves obscure. Officials at the Mini^ of So- 
cial Affeirs (MSA) say tb^ have no exact figures for the number of 
street kids in Egypt to drty. 

But a recent UNIC^ report suggests that there are around 
SOflOO^flOO str ee t in ^ypt„40,0()0 of whom are illegitimate 

cbildiea or childieo w4io run away firm fimiily because of i^treat> 
ment or broken parental relations. 

According to the UNICEF report, many of these chOdien even- 
tu^ became deliiiquents. 

Hie MSA tups two types of shelters fiar abandoned and neglected 
children, h divides the girte and boys ,tiiat it cares for. into two cat- 
egories; the pennsnentiy and tiie tempofarfly n^lected. 

First, tiiere are tiie abandoned the Hl^fttmatt and ttiose wbo have 
lost tr^ of thw families. Hds grou^ whose rdatives ate dead or 
carmot'be traced, are taken to hundreds of foster fetmlies — a system 
ffip&edin ^ypt since tiie late 1950s — or one of tinee “children’s 
viUagesT*. “We figure tint dnldren ro this cattogxy need loi^-term 
care and we beli^ that these are stable fonns of care,” said Efiat 
H-Kateb, dir ector of the MSA’s diilfeiood de(«tmenL 

The SOS vfliage is one of the most prammeot altemative chO- 
dreo’s visages. Aecordmg to its director , Rasbed Radi, SOS re- 
ceives chfidten fiom die age of twa “The Ministty of Health finds 
diem abandoned when tiiey are newborns or just a few weeks old. It 
refers them to wet nurses and then they come here,” Radi esqilained. 

Curreotiy, there are 122 pzls and t»ys at the SOS village in Nasr 
Chy. Two other SOS bases, located outside of Cairo, house some 
200childr«L 

The chfldren are divided into groups and each group is assigned 
to a “mofeei**. “They lead a pafectly nonnal life: ^ to sdxiol, and 
podeet money ,” Radi said According to Km, the SOS has 
succeeded in estaUiriung real family ties between tiie girls and 
bqys of eadi “feinily”. 

- Ifthe child has a problem in “his or her femfly” they go to Radi 
who is the acting father of die entire village. 

At the age of 16, boys leave the vfllage and move to other shelters 
under tbe siqiervtsiOD of tbe MSA. “But they stay in touch with 
titeir sisters and younger brothers,” noted RadL 

SOS provides for chfldren untfl they receive enough education to 
get a jc& “Also, if one oftbe girls or boys wanted to get married we 
act as tiie family and inquire about fee (no^iective spouse and help 
anmige for the wedding,” Radi said. 

“No, it is not like being wife your own family. 1 see my girl- 
fiieods wife th^i^ parents and lean tell fee diffeieDee,”sMODe 
' ' -iriio for her name to be withheld. But, “it is better than 
; Ml die street”. 

El-Kateb admits that these dukhen are 
not ^eo 100 per cent real femily-like 
treatment “&it iris second best”. 

The second calory of neglected 
cfaildien, aocardmg to the guiddines of 
the MSA, compriaeg children wbo have 
fentilies that cannot sitopoit titem, dfeer 
htxgruse of btdren firmly ties or ex- 
treme poveiw. ^*Ihese are kids 
who either, have relatives who 
camiot affiad to sufqport than or di-. 
voiced or idled parents.” H-Kateb ex- 

plBWIWt 

Those dukhen end op gonm to feel- 
tern vfeae “diey receive beaifecare as 
wdl as education”. Cunmtiy there are 
feout 165 sbdteR that serve feout 
5J)00 dnldrm a year. “As chfldren 
come of or get jobs, th^ become tn- 

dnend^” EMCm said. 

Childrai’s limits activise aigue that 
marry of tiiese fedtera foil to provide 
for flic bmic emoticaial and material 
needs of the.difldt^ and feus encour- 
age them to run away and become in^ 

volved in pick-podeetmg. h ^ gip g - inner dty drug-trafficking and 
even prosMnliOB. 

Fac^ wife fee many question marks put on fee true value ofthis 
law, its nrastts believe that it should jndged after it is put into 
efiectandnot^ore. 



Girls’ share 

Reem Leila finds out that the smaller the' 
family pie, the bigger the boys' share 


Mobamed Osrnan, a cam enter, and OmAli, his wife, do not !' 
believe in tbe ri^ ts of female ditldren. “Males are die only 
cTBatiDes whose rights feould be considered. My sms h^ 
me wife my work, to read tbe new^iapers, and whatever dse 
1 need. Girls are good for nothing but standing in fioDt of the ' 
minor,” said Osman. 

Om Ali echoes her husband’s cenrimewte? “This is true. 1 
^ve my husband and SODS tiie betterportioooffood,vfeile ‘ 
my daughters and I eat anytiimg, it d^ not matter.” 

Attitudes such as those exjnm^ by the Osman family are 
rather common. As a result, many young gate today are un- 
able to enjoy tbe same righto as fern male peers. This dis- 
criminatiori translates, in many a gender- 

segregated approach towards development progra m mes, ed- . 
ucation and bealtiicare. 

Tbe UN Oevelopmeot Pro^wrane (UNDP) has defined hu- 
man development as an individual’s ability to choose amot^ 
availfeie alternatives. It appears that females have not 
achieved tbe desired faumm development because fiom birth 
and through different stages of their lives, they are unfele to 
choose due to various social and cuhuial restrictions. ' 

Thou^ the Egyptian constitution provides both genders 
equal opporttnirty to obtain a fiee edudttkMi, in fee 

lower tm social class oftbe family, fee less a grrieigqys her ' 
rights as a child. Sociologist, Sahra El-Amry pointed out, “In, 

1 994 illiteracy among mKes was estimated to m 35 per cent, 
while for feinales it was 60 per cent” 

This {feeoomerion is e^iecially true in poor fiunilies and 
those in rural areas. “Such families infer to have the gjils 
slay at home to be prepared for marriage. Boys are e du ia^ 
in order to work in suitable jobs, in the future, to earn a rea- 
sonable sum of money to cover tbdr femities’ oqieoses,” 
says El-Amiy. 

inequality am^ male and female childten is particularly 
obtrusive vriien ft comes to beahheare. Though medical ser-~ ' 
vices are theoretically available to both males and females, 
male chfldren enj<^ more attentkn ^ care from their fe^ 
ilies, espedally among fee prwrer classes. Arxxailing to Dr 
Shafika Nasser, professor of public heahb at Cairo Uni- 
vcTsity. fee mMttdrty rate atnor^ girls between tiie ^es of 
one five is 58 per KKX), while for boys of tiie same age 

group it is 53 per 1000 . 

Tbe greatM attention ^ven to boys’ health is notkeaUe es- 
pecially during die weaning period Awatef El-Sayed, a 
housewife from a poor family, said, “1 have to take care of 
nty son more tiian the dau^ter because tiie boy has to work 
when be grows up. but the giri will get married. ” 

The di^Mirities in the treatment of genders are also evident 
in parents’ attitudes towards duldren’s vaccination and in- 
oculatioD. A 1 994 beahfa poll showed tiiat 70 per cent of male 
children have received all necessaiy vaccmatiais, while 
among the females die figure did not exceed 55 per cent 
Early raairiages and female ^nital mutilation (FGM) are 
alro common violations of young gills’ ri^ito. Tbe official 
statistics in Eg)pt itidicaie feat over 30 per ceiit of niairied 
women were fiiA married at 1 6 years of age or under, vdiile 
nearly 67 per cent of gjri’s were subjr^ to FGM. 

“E^y marri^ and FGM are considered a crime against 
civil and Islamic laws,” said Zeinab Radwan, monber of the 
legjsdative committee of die National Council for Motii- 
eiliood and Childhood. 

Because of these social pressures, a gnTs ambitioDS are 
curbed and her capabilities are often iirasted. Boys sometimes 
find breathing sp^ tinough involveinent in so^ and otiier 
group activities like sports. These stone dioices and op- 
porti^ties are not available to gjils due io cultural and social 
lestrictioos. ^ 

According to ptydiologist Nahed Ram^, studies an- 
alysing tiie content of children's bortits and magazines in 
Egypt reveal a clear gendei^ias. Researdi also riiows that 
historical and liteiary figuia are generally male. All of the 
Egyptian children's magazines bm male names. 

“The proportion of f«iale figum to the total penonalities 
in a story is only 1 3 per cent ” said Ram^. 


Street smarts 


“MY PARENTS are dead. I 
have never known, them. I have 
never bad any uncles or aunts. I 
have never bad a femity,” says a 
littie boy who is about one me- 
tre tall, srmliDg broadly. He says 
his name is Samefa and tint he is 
□me years old. 

Samefa wears a green jumper 
on top of a grey turtie neck, 
both of which are riddled with 
holes, and a pair of riiyed blue 
trousers that are too big for him 
to keep around ins waist One 
glance at his clothes is enou^ 
to see that they have not bea 
washed for months — if ever. 
Tbe same can be said of his hair 
and bare feet; both are almost 
hidden undemeafe thick layers 
of dirt and dust 

In bis hands he holds a little 


ey I make everyday? At least 
1^. Sometimes I make even 
I£7 or LEIO,” says Sameh. 

Tliis nine-year-old has never 
been to school “Well 1 live on 
the street m Tahrir [square] 
where all the buses park, and I 
sleep under a bridge nearby. 

Samdi does not seem to be 
terribly bofeered by living on 
tbe streets: “I do not live alooe. I 
live wife other kids. They are 
my fiiends. They also work in 
dffierent things. 

These other Itids make their 
living by cleaniiig cars, selli^ 
bags ofbread or of tis- 

sue paper, or working in wMk- 
fti(^ “You know, 1 used tt> 
wore at a bakery. It was very 
hnd work. I would work all day 
and part of the iright But tbe 



me sl^ in the bakery. I had to 
sleqi in fee streets." Samefa re- 
called. “Anyway, I got sick of ft. 
But I would not teive without 
getting what be owed me. Don’t 
you tiiink that it is fair that I 
should take my dues?" For Sa- 
mefa tiie answer is clear “I 
worked for him, right? So 1 
earned the money," he says em- 
phatically. 

One day the bakery owner 
asked Samrii to fetch him a 
package of cigarettes. “He gave 
me money to buy tbe expensive 
kind — not [fee locd] CHe- 
opatra, but tbe red-labeled padr- 
ap for LE3.10. And that was it 
I tordt (he mmiey and 1 took off. 
Welt, of course be owed me 
much more but at least I got part 
of it,” be says triumphantly. 

That was a year ago. 
And it was then that Sa- 
meb had his first en- 
counter wife Ahmed 
“Ahmed is a big guy. He 
is not a tdd like the rest 
of us. He is bjg.’’ It was 
Ahmed who inboduced 
Samefa to the car clean- 
ing business. “He let me 
in a spat near his 
undCT tbe bridge.” But 
tike the bakery owner, 
Ahmed does not gjve 
Samdi enot^ money, 
“[f 1 make L£I0 a day, 
he would only give me 
LEI. So if I wanted 
more mon^ to, say, buy 
a niee dmner of Haw- 
awshi (minced meat 
loafs) 1 have to make 
more than LElO," ex- 

platnc Ramrft 

One paiticulariy bad 


piece of dirty cloth. “Mfe this I 
clra cats. Tins is my wMk.” A 
j^ he seems to be doii% fine: 
“Do you know how much mon- 


owner of tbe bakery was not 
very nice to me. He to beat 

me often. He ba^ gave me 
any money. He did not even let 


day, Samdi earned LE2 and Ah- 
foiled to give him aity of ft. 
So Samdi dmded to take re- 
venge. “That night I wafted till 


he fell asleep and I took his blan- 
ket off him. Then, I went and 
slept for fiom that bridge. I was 
covered Ity die blanket all iii^ 
through wfaiefa is not bed be-- 
cause 1 do not have a blankef':* 
But in tbe morning Ahmed 
found him and beat him iqx 

While wMlriTig do on the 
streets, Samefa is hoping fix* bet- 
ter. “I would like to get another 
job. I could work for a koshai 
nstaurant," he says. It is the sta- 
bility tiiat makes a job wife a ko- 
shari resiauraiit so attractive to 
Sameh. “1 am very booete-so I 
would never steal anything or 
any food 1 would oiity eat what 
the owner often me or tbe left- 
oveisi”. Sameh is willing to ac- 
aepk any employa'-4mposed 
eooditioas for strife a job; *nw 
owner can lock me m the staio 
ovoni^t to make sure that I 
would not steal anything and 
runaway”. 

Another option diaa Sameh 
omsideis is to work as a driv- 
er's assistant on a micio-bus. 
*The driver could also let me- 
^jend the m^ in tite car. At: 
least I would not have to wake 
up and move if it rains at nigftt 
in winter,” Sameh cmi- 
teotolates. 

liie first tiiii^ dial R amA 
would like to do if be gpt eidio' 
job is to buy a pair oi rimes. “1. 
used to have a pair. I got 
fiom tbe nmsque. But m^ were 
stolea,” he recalla. -RamA used 
to put his Anes his head 
when he went to sleqi. “Some 
Idds, wbo are not my fiioids,' 
would tiy|^ Steal feem but I* 
would fem gnmefemg movtng' 
next to zny b^” he said But 
one lught Samefa was too tired 
to fed the hanifa that 
his shoes. “I don't like waUdng 
barefixit, eqiecially in die sum- 
mer whea the streets are so hoT: 










Shoreline protection 


Environmentalists are waving the stick most dear to entrepreneurs: dean up your act or don't even try to compete. Shenne Nasr reports from Hurgh^a 


Hurghnda's enviroanieat has been abused, m- 
ves&nent has long been uncontroUed uid tour^ 
ism has suiTered, say the enviroomeatalists. In^ 
vestors, on the other hand, complain about tbe 
bureaucrat of environmental regulations and 
wony about tbe costs of being too environ- 
mentally-fnendly. 

These foes (but sometimes also friends) met 
face-to-face in die first regional conference 
sponsored by the Egyptian Eavironmental Af- 
Agency (EEAA) and the Environment 
Quality International (EQl) in Huigbada last 
month. There, environmentalists laid out the im- 
pact of poor tourism investments and proposed 
ways to make policy makers, investors and local 
residents aware of environmental regulations al- 
ready in place, but not often abided by. 

Between 40 and 60 per cent of the offshore co- 
ral reefs in Hurghada. for example, have been de- 
stroyed and developers have constructed tourist 
villages on top of them, said Salah Hafez, the 
EE/^ executive director. The shoreline is now 
severely ero^ and “we don't know when it will 
stop," be said. Though the leefe might in fact be 
dad, as investors claim. *^ey are vital for the 
propagation and growth of new reefs," he said. 

Environraent Law No. 4 of 1994 stipulates 
that new tourist projects not encroach on the nat- 
ural shoreline. Marinas constructed on concrete, 
for example, are not allowed. And hotels may 
build their own marinas but only if they abide 
by EEAA crileria. Marinas are also required to 
have a v^'d operating licence and licenses are 
withdrawn when environmental regulations are 
violated. 

Also part of the package are measures for- 
bidding land filling (the EEAA has decided to 
Rll in bgoons that lie between land-filled “fin- 
gers" on tbe beach) and a requirement that in- 
vestors submit an “eavironmental assessmeat 
impact" of a project for approve] before con- 
struction begins. 

The EEAA’s Hafez believes such laws are the 
only way to ensure that violations don't occur. 


“Environmentally sound development is costly, 
but we have to make it clear to investors dial it 
is the only possible means to achieve sustainable 
profits arid long-term investmenL'* he said, add- 
ing that environmentally protected areas like 
Sbarm El-Sbeikh “attract a calibre of tourist 
willing to pay considerably more for ac- 
commodation. ** 

Tbe regulations are. de^ite this reasoning, not 
without critics. All Khalil, a member of tbe In- 
vestors Society in Huighada, claims, for ex- 
ample. that environmental assessments of tbe 
area as a whole “Is- nonnal", but to treat each 
project separately is “simply bureaucratic". 

But fortunately, nature is patient. Time will 
enable tbe environment to readjust itself, per- 
il^ in the course of twenty years or so. Andde- 


vdopmeni has not been sTemmed as much as 
subject to control. Otiier more informal environ- 
mental protection measures were also suggested 
at the conference. 

“The local residents of Sbaim £I-Sbeikh play 
an active part in preserving the eovironment, 
and this is what we are trying to establish in 
Hurghada," said Hafez. Thot^ Captain Mus- 
tafa Taber, head of the Hurghada Environmoital 
Protection and Conservation Association (HEP- 
CA1, similarly believes chat “the support of the 
govemorate” is necessaiy, he airo thinks it is 
sufficient, and that there is no need for a ^lecial 
law. As rapid solutions need to be implemented 
to save underwater life in Hur^ada. be would 
like diving centre o p erators, fishermen arul boat- 
men to be immediately addressed ‘Hltese peo- 


Spotlight on HurghaeJa 


INSPECTORS have been 
scouting through Hurghada’s 
shops to uncover illegal sales 
of corals and shells. Last 
month, a Dumber of violations 
were referred n> courts for ap- 
propriate punishment Shops 
can be permanently shut down 
after the second violation. 


RED SEA Governor Abdel- 
Moneim Said and major in- 
v*estofS have formed a Higher 
Council for Tourism. Affloajg 
hems on the agenda of their 
monthly meetings are fund- 
raising, road paving and area 
greening. 


NATURAL preserves are mi 
the increase in the Red Sea 
area, thank s to efforts made by 
the EEAA. Soon to be so 
dubbed is Wadi Et-Gemal, a 
valley 55km soutii of Maisa 
Alara. fefflous for its abundant 
palms and papyri, and fiinher 
south at Elba — an ar^ 
chipelago of 24 islands famous 
for its mai^roves. 


GARBAGE is a problem in 
Huighada and major investors 
are wmking collectively to 
solve 1 l Fimds have already 
been collected, a project to re- 
cycle garbage into fbtilisers is 


underway, and a study is being 
conducted by the Faculty of 


conducted by the Faculty of 
Enginee ring at Alexandria 
University to select an ap- 
prt^iTiate location for a perma- 
oeot garbage dump. 


CONSTRUCTION regu- 
lations are now neatly pack- 
aged into a guide and pro- 
vided to investors by the 
Hur^iada Governorate. 

Among the banned and ^p- 
ulated are tbe following: 
buildings that overlook tbe 
sea cannm exceed one storey: 
bi^er buildings are only per- 
mitted inside foe city: bb 
building may 6ccu{^ mme 
than 20 per cent of a {mijem's 
total land area: lo^ materiais 
are preferably used in con- 
struction; white must be the 
colour of newly constructed 
building facades: and bright 
lights are banned on the be^b 
so as not to disturb ibe coral 
reefe and marine life. 


pie know e.xacily where to find coral reef foraia- 
lions and schools of fish,“ and thus can he^ 
safeguard these precious resources. 

Most local sailors w ho woik on feily-equipped 
hotel-owned boats, said Taher, do not know how 
to use the equipment and thereby pose a risk to 
the coral reefs. “They do oot know how to read 
maps or operate radv or other safety devices." 
Though there is a monitoring systan in place to 
watch out for anchors cast from boats on off- 
shore coral reefs, for e.xample, Taber said that- 
the measures are impractical: *Tt is not feasible 
for a naval unit to chase an amateur's motor 
boat over a great distance," he said, suggesting 
instead that a radar and wireless service be es- 
tablished along tbe shore to monitor and report- 
violations. 

Sameh Sawiris, a bus'messman and owner of a 
Dumber of tourist projects in tbe Red Sea area, 
wondered why the concern for a clean sea over- 
rides concern for a clean city. “To ensure a clean 
city is an easier task, but the governorate seems 
to ignore this feet," he said. “The sight of gv- 
bage. plastic bags and debris near Hurgh^ air- 
port and in the streets is appalling to foreigneis." 
He suggested that trucks unloading debris have 
their licences withdrawn for at least a month, 
llie confiscated vehicle could then be used to 
clean foe city streets. “This is what happet^ to 
one of my company's trucks. The violation. I 
might ad£ was the last committed by the com- 
pany drivers." 

The conference ivas part of an awareness cam- 
paign launched by the EEAA and conducted by 
foe EQI to consolidate a front siq^rtive of en- 
vironmentally sound practices In Egypt A series 
of other conferences will soon take place in Lux- 
or. Asvran. Alexandria and Ismailia to discuss 
means of conserving foe cultural heritage of 
^^t and curb sea erosion in coastal cities. 

Until such practices become the notm rafoer 
than the exception. Hurghada must be dealt witii 
strictly “or it will soon become a tli^-nte re- 
son," said Hafez. 


The hospitality bit 

EGYPT'S tourist trade is still being given a critical eye. Last 
month's World Tourism C^ganisation's (WTO) regional semi- 
nar on “Tourism Hospitality Education" was geared towards 
training and behaviour. Despite foe increase in foe number of 
tourists to tbe Middle East, and also to Eg}^L Minister of 
Tourism Marodouh El-Beltagui doesn't believe that Egypt has 
yet obtained “its fair share of the international tourist move- 
ment." Hence the move to improve relevant curricula and teach 
hospitality. 

Held at tbe International Conference Centre wifoin the fiame- 
work of tbe WTO “Educating the Educators" international 
training programme, the five-day seminar was attended by par- 
ticiputs from the Middle East North Africa, private and 
public sector comp^es and academic staff of related in- 
stitutions and faculties. 


Mameluke masterpiece on display 


After four years of restoration work, 
Beit Zeinab Khatoun has been 
opened to the public. Nevine 
El-Aref describes its charms 


Live from Korea 

SOUTH Korea is fest becoming a promising tourist exporting 
' country. In 1 995. Egypt accomodated about 27,000 South Ko- 
reads. said Adel Abdel-Aziz. head of the Egyptian Tourist Au- 
thority CETA) in an iotervie w wifo t^ Korean TV programme 
Twel and Tronspon ;Veivj (TTN). “With more effort, this 
number could multiply." be said. Korean TV will soon present 
12 documentary travel filtas on Egypt called “Land of Eternal 
Journey" and covering Luxor. Shann El-Sbcikh. Aswan and 
Alexandria. 

Egypt promotion also includes an adveitising campaign in 
Korea, plans to open more Korean restaurants in Egypt and to 
train more Korean-speaking Egyptian tourist guides. 


Spanish fever 

THE SPANISH Travel Agracies Federation plans to hold its 
1998 annual meeting in (^iro and more than 700 Spanish tour 
operators are expected to participate. In his recent visit to 
Egypt, tbe federation bead Jesus IS^lazi, discussed writb ETA 
Adel Abdel-Aziz the in^rtance of organisii^ joint pro- 
jects between the two countries. Other than an advertising 
campaign in Spain, they plan to sponsor trips to Egypt for 
Spamsh journals, tour operators and travel agency owmers. 

Complied by Rehab Saad 
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governorates: 


Aba Simbel Sales Office 

324S3U2A35 

Alexandria Offices; Rand: 


Ghem: 

58(S4(I-SKM34 

AbportOffice 

42I846U2278IM2S2S37-42I1R9 

Aswu Office 

3150IVl/2aM 

Ai])ort Office 


Asshd Office 

52315l-3Z27n-324NM29487 

HaDsonni Office: 

38978-30733 

Hurghada Office: 

44359m 

AirportOffice: 

442883443597 

fonaOia Office 

328937-^958^95172J28»4 

Luxor Office 

38l58in/2QH 

AirportOffice 

388S&nA 

Lfixor Office Kaniak; 

3823tt 

Marsa Matrooii Office: 

9343K 

Meiui& Offitt ISebiB B Ko^ 

23338X-23S23^22 

NewYaOt^rOffia: 

888/9U495 

Pvt Said Office: 

22412922»7^22l92l 

Port Said Office Kamak: 

238833-239970 

ftarai El SheiU Office 

OOB3I440I4O9 

Ai^Oliice: 

euMn 

NMw 

TCa Office 

0lS/S3ttlA»n 

Drect: 

5783820 

Taida Office 

311751^11780 

Zakazft Office 

34982U4983I/1 


Beit Zeinab Khatoun is one of the most charraing 
Mameluke houses to be found in tbe AI-Azhar 
area of Cairo. It was built in 1468, when the archi- 
tectural Style was in ao early stage of d^lop- 
ment Tbe bouse is located in El-Tablita Stieec 
wiiere it is surrounded by other medieval bouses 
— including Beit El-Harawi, which is in the Turk- 
ish Style, a^ Beit Sin Wasila, anotiier house in 
foe Mamehike architectural style — and the great 
mosque of Al-Azhar. 

In typical Mameluke style, tbe house comprises 
a mam entrance which le^ to an open cour^rd 
surrounded by many rooms. The rooms include a 
stdamlek (men's wii^), a haramlek (women's 
wring) and a miq ‘adseifi (summer sitting room). 

Bert Zeinab Khatoun was named after its last 
owner Zeinab Khatoun, the wife of El-Sherif 
Hamza El-Kharbody, a Ugb-ranidng govemment 
official in tbe first half of tbe last century. Docu- 
ments reveal that tbe first owner oftbe bouse was 
the great-granddau^ter of Sidtan Qalaoun, who 
lived in tbe 13tti century. 

Tbe ele^Dce of the bouse was such that tbe 
building was officially registered as a historical 
site in 1 882 and partially restored many times by 
tile Arab Archaeological Commitiee from 1883 
until 1953. Mobmned El-Soghayer, genetal di- 
rector of antiquities for ooitfaero Cairo, eiqplauied 
that major restmatioo was carried out in 1905 
when tto wralls were stiei^tiiened and an iaaer 
wooden stairway linkmg tire two upper levels of 
the house was cmistructed. All woodra dements, 
iacludmg ceilings and closets, were cleaned and 
restored at tint time. In 1932 a new entrance was 
made giving direct access to the secood floor. In 
1542 foe bouse was rented to a British general 
wbo built a fountain in tbe middle of tbe open 
courtyard on ttw first floor. 

After the revolution of 19SZ El-So^bayer con- 
tinued, foe house was given to die Ministry of So- 
cial Insurance wtuefa turned it into a weaving 
sdiool forgnia. and foe house deteriorated dann- 
ingly. In 1981 tbe school was relocated and tbe 
house was closed for restoratioiL 

At tile opening ceremony last week Abdel- 
Halim Noureddm, secrets^-geneial of the Su- ' 
pmne Council Of Antiquities (SCA), said that tbe 
restoration wras carried out by Egyptians and fi- 
nanced by the SCA. H-Sogl^yer said that foe aim 
of the recent restoration projea was to strengthen 
the house structurally, to replace d amag e d stmies 
by otiiers of the same $|ze, and quality as 
foe origmal and to treat woodwork for tte effects 
of tbe envirooment and insects. 

In an effort to develop tbe ar6a around Beit Zei- 
nab Khatoun, tbe SCA has cultivated a sm^ gar- 
den between it and Beit El-Harawi. Tbe bouse is 
open ID the public between 8 am and 2 pm and 
may later open for a period in the afternoon as 
well Tbe price of admission is L^ for foreign- 
ers. LE2J0 for foreign students and PTSO for 
Egyptians. 
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How to get there 


Buses 


Siper Jet. JEast Delta and Wes/ 
Deta buses operate ihraughailt 

Egypt- 


Sundaxd' tfaias:' Slices 
Hsn, node. 5pm aad 7 )rie. Tudias 
first L B?^ second class L£1T 


m f 


Saper.Jct . . 

S^cr Jet stoUmts are locatea in 
tH^iapoUsK Tahrir. Caa. 


’french" cans 

Senitrs houAy ftetB to 
|0.3<^ /icAffc Srsc das LE2fk 
sccoikI eloss'LE I *. 


Ramsis Street and Cairo AirM 
ttuaat aravet to Alexandria, Port 


Slid, Hurshoda md SnaL TeL 
772-66J. 


rahn.ftwiSMd . . . 

Serriees 6.20am and 845am. tkl- : 
ets first ciae LC4S: seecnd ctaM 
LE26. 


Sirwes slmosr every half tiour 
fiom SJOam to lOpm. from Tah- 
rir. then Giza. Almaza and Ac a(^ 
port Thiels LEI9 uadi ,9pm; 
Ltol dvraAcr from the anpoft 
LE34 until Spm; LE30 cbeRafter. 
A VIP biB with phone aeces 
leaves Almaza at 7.lSu, Tietets 
fiom Almaa LE28; fiom die an^ 
par LE3Z each way. 


EgyptAk 


TbmrantlKfKteil flntaadjhr «**• 
ffKsar Aete dady. Ctod Eg^ 
lAir: A^T390-O999: Opera 390. 
2444; or Hihon 759.9906. 
r-i«im-A!iwaB 

Ttdtm LE300 for byptias, 
^991 for ftreisBeis. bom round- 


Swices every half hour firm tam 
to8ani;tbsi9am, I0am,3(xii,eiid 
4 from Almaza. dm Ram- . 
sis Street Tickets LEIS eadi w^. 


rawo-Ltttor 

TwAets LE220 for Egypiians. 
LE780 for foreigners, both iDuad- 
trip- 


Service 6.45am, from Ramldi 
Squne in Afexandria. Depaita 
PoK Said 330pm. TiekeU LE22 
ead way. 


rawn-HMhatfa 

LE780 for foreigDers.-ood» munm 
trip. 


Services Seat and 2pBi, (nxn Tab- 
rir, then Giza and Almsza, Oe- 
patis Hurghada nooo and 5pm. 
Thkas LC40 until 5pm. LE4S 
tbeteafier, both acb way. 


Tiekets LE346 for 
LESl for foreigneis. 
trip. 


Sunny sunwiiar deals 


Hotels 


Service 8pm, from Ramleh 
Square. Aletaadria. Doans Hur- 
goadi 230pm. Tidteu LE60 each 
way. 


H^'s a took at die speciat rates 
nou Aa/dx esperiai^ resem, are - 
ojjering to Eqyp9atd md fitretffi 
residents. 


Service 1 1pm, from Tahrir, then 
AJasA Departs Sbarm El-Sbeikh 
llpm. TidkffiLESO each way. 


East Dchn Bas Oopany 
Buses travel to north Sinai, south 
Siiiai. Suez and bmatiia. Buses to 
isHudlia and Suez depart fiom Qu- 
Ittli (near Ramsis Spiarel, Ahnaza 
and Toffdd Square (near He- 
liopotiq}. Btoes to norOi and south 
Sinai depart fiom tie Sinai bus 
statioH at Aboassim Souere, TeL 
462-4753. 


Cam 

MOveapidc Jolie Vide. LE7S per 
person firr a double mem incluang, 
service and taxes. yoBd m:3 30 
Sepiamb^. 


Services every 4S mnams from 
frJOam to 6pm frana QuIalL tbeo 
Alama and Tagnid Square. Tteb- 
elr ddnxe but L^.TS; air- 
condiiioami bus LES35, one 
way. 


Hnrgha^ btetcooEnKBaL LE206 
^ a siugle, l£24B far a tioablr 
room ineludu^ service and taxes. 
Valid aatti 15 Ji^ 

Hurghada M ar ri ott. L£200 per per- 
son in a double room eidiHfihg 
buffet breakfast tenace .charge 
and taxes. Valid until IS July. 
Hdiun Regiaa Hsgfadda. lEIJO 
per person in a doable room in- 
ebanag bntdfast dinner bidets 
end taxes. Vmd untd the em .ef 
the summer seeson. 


S eif it'er every half an boor from 
Aam lo 7pm, fiom QuliU, rhea Al- 
QBoi and Ti^ntd Saone. Tie^ls 
ddoxe bus L^.75; ah^ 
cniditMned bus LES, one way. 


Servico every boor from 730am 
to 4pm. fmm Qulali, dm Almaza 
and Tapud Sqoaie: Tidbrs ddiixe 
bus LE21; air-oondhioQed boa 
LEI3.oneway. 


Sbarm El-Shefrh Mairiott. LE240 
for a single or double room in. 
eluding b^a br e al fos t, serviee 
charge ana taxes. Ibfid ta^ 31 
JttIV. 

Hold. LE190 for a double 
room and LE130 fad a singfo room 
foefridDm brealfost VaBd tad! Ae 
and of Mme. 


Services even 45 min from 7am 
B> 630pm from Abbasiya. iba 


Aimaa Tktets mm™«g LE27; 
t i ^iiiug LE40. one way. 


Shm EI-SheRdi M6veap^ Ho*, 
ml. l£2O0^ a sin^ and LE2^ 
for a dafote'repmi to Ae faoni fry. | 
the urmuatoE poot J%e hotel af'- 
foniLSl60forasbqgleanJLS20q. - 
far a doMereem at ike back, dr 
aorts taro. Prices ineiude ba^ 
breakfoA serttee charge and tax- 
es. VttBd muU the end cf Jafy. 


Service 8am, from' jUrbasnya, 
itiea AlamziL Tlcfatr deluxe bos 
LB31. 


U'etOcMaBos 

Stadoas at Tohrar and Almeat 
TeL 243-1846. 


lanriita 

kaaiiia Foisan laiaad. LE80 p 0 - 
person for a double room uh 
ebalmg bredfost Price valid until 
the end of the summer. , 


Travel agendas 


SenicB 9am, dodo, 3pn^ 
I030pra. 1045faB and Tlpia 
Twfecr LE30 one way. 


Travel qgoictos ere o0imng''varl- 
our packages bofa inside anj aul- 
shte Egypt this summer. 


CaiiP-Sala^ 

Servicer 9o0i and 3pm. TSabetr 
LE35 one way. 


Service lOpnL Tadtt L£38 ooe 
wqy. 

rawwJ tiTi^ 

Swice 9am. Tickets LESS one 
way. . 

Serriev Spa. Tickets LE50 me 
way. 


Fboilngo tows: A trip M fike is 

LEJJise for 8 dept F^andlaa- 

deu is LE5A90^ IS dejrt Snato 
and Portegal is LE4,259 for It 
deyo, AAans and Rhodes is 
LE3388 for 29 itqu, Paris and 
London is 2X4,959 for IS days, 
Roma, Pfarenee, Venue is 
l£4,758 for 19 dpfs and 
g^ore, Tokyo, Hoa^uea, Bang. 
kak is 93,335 29 days. Prices 

for a spacUd entire arotad Ae 
Medilerranean in dehixe 
start from 91,382 fd 8 dqys. 


Trains 


Kbafdar toon to organising Meet- 


TVator run . to Alexandria, Port 
Said, Urxor and Aswan, fiom 
Ramsis Statioa TeL 147 or 575- 


fyjrijts to Aniafy^ Turkey starlit^ 
from 17 Jufy. Prices range from 
LEIJ99 to L.E2J95 for 8 days. 

A trip u AAaas is LE2.I65. Lore, 
don and Paris LE4,J25, Atherrt 
ondAe ad^tboaring islands b* 
boat LE3,92S, /stouM 2X1,755. 
Adtr^qreforSdqps. 

Kimidar- ts dso organisuig trips to 
Marsa Matrouh far 1X295, Sharm 
BSheBdt for 1X255, Aiexanfaia 
for IXiTS. Port Sdd 1X195 and 
Hurghada L^95 


“Freocb" deluxe trains with deep- Adtr^qreforidqys. 
ox Kimidar- is also oreani 


Servieas to Luxor and Aswan 
7.40pm and 9pm (leadung Luxor 
640 am and 8am, Aswan 840w 
and. 10am). Tccber to Luxor 
LQ94 for Ibragoen and LEI29 
for EgypetanSr lo Aswu LE300 
for fbfrigaas; LE14I fir Egy]> 

riams 


“SpBDBfa” deluxe trams without 
skepos 

Services to Luxor tad Aswan 
&45pm. 8.45pm and 9.45poi. 
Tldissto Luxor fixer class LES 1; 
second dess LE3I. TTdbetr to As- 
wan: fnst class LE63; second 
damLE37. 


Thomaa Coak to o/ganiibig trws 
to Hurghada and Sharm Et- 
Shdkk. Prices 'far 5 tilQs to five 
star hotels start from 1X967, Out- 
side Egypt, Ae eomparty is tXerttm 
tr^ to laeubml for 8 doss far 
iXJ,U5, Roue for 7 days for 
1X2,9^, Pmds for 8 days for 
LB3,I27 ad Pais eudMee for 22 
daps for 1X3,789. 


Toibinr' tains 

■VIP train: Sarviev gain. Thkels 
fiist claas LE32 with a 
LE23 without 8 meal. 


Karuk tears to organisiHg trips to 
Marsa Matraakfor 4 days in tme- 
aar hotels on a halfhoard basis at 
prices starting from 1X295. The 
a>"q>u>tyisalsoaffenngtripaiols- 
^"bdforSdqysatpticartartiim 
fiom 1X1,459. 


Aswan’s healing sands 





T 




Like Safaga. Aswan is emerging as a curative destination for sufferers of ftieumatic illnesses. Rehab Saad explored the Isis Island spa’s potential ' ' fc “ \ 

"T. . ~‘***-**»a\ 


If a place is endowed, as is Aswan, with dry weather, unpolluted 
air, sweet water, a landsc^ of tim Nile, mountains, foe ochre- 
shaded desert and pafan trees, it could just be a picturesque site. But 
graced as it is with “black sand" helps ve^ rheumatism, this 
Upper Egyptian city has ail the ingredients necessary for health 
tourism. 

Aswan has long proven itself a destinatioo femous for tombs, 
temples ondy^ucca rides and is now striving to promote its repute 
as a health spa Itxsle. It's oot a new reputation; fiom tbe time of 
the pharaohs through to tbe Graeco-Roman and medieval periods 
until thepresent time, Aswan's curative powers have been well- 
known, Tfe reputatiem bas simply been reinvent^ at the Isis Hotel. 

“Before we built the hotel, foe per^le of Aswan who suffered 
fiom rheumatisRi used to come to this very spot and bury them- 
selves in the sand," said Magdi Michael, general-manager of foe 
new health resort on Isis Island. 

late ^a Khan, who suffered fiom xbetonaiism, took his doc- 
tors’ advice and also tried foe sand cure in Aswan. The cmimetit 
so successtul foat he returned annually lo Aswan Before he 
died, he asked to be buried in the only place he found relief, over- 
looking his favourite section of die Nile. 

The first anen^ to promote Aswan as a place of healing was 
when previous Minister of Tourism Adel Taker invited 15 foreign 


patlems who were so crippled by rheumatic pains that they were 
confined to wheelchairs. Accompanied by their doctots. they stayed 
in Aswan for 15 days and were buried in foe healing sands on a dai- 
ly basis. They left Egypt on foeir own two feeu An Egyptian Tour- 
ist .Authority film shows the patients dancing wifo Nubians on foe 
ere of foeir departure. 

Aswan's Goveraor Salah Mesbah is optimistic about tbe new 
kind of health tourism being promoted there and wants to reach out 
to Scandiiuivian countries “where foe weather is extremely cold and 
rheumatoid ailments are widespread," be said. 

The launching of foe Isis Hotel as a health spa came after foe Red 
Sea resort of Salkga made a oame for itself as the “block sand" pi- 
oneer. There, sciemists gained experience in natural curing mefoo^ 
after studies showed that people living in Safega and Aswan hardly 
ever suffered from rheumatoid ailments. "At ^ outseL we bad no 
idea bow the sand should be exploited or even how long a patient 
should be buried in it," raid Maher Youssef Istiran, bead of tte re- 
search group of foe National Research Centre. 

Evetv patient now undergoes a medical examination before treat- 
ment; doaors check on the efficiency of the patient's immunity sys- 
tem and muscle infections are cured. Tbe sand treannent la^ be- 
tween 21 to 28 days and- foe patient is coated in a 3 to 5cm layer ^ 
sand for hvo to three hours daily, at sunset or sunrise. The treat- 


ment is accompanied ^ pbysiofoeram and exercise 
VauceF^I, minister of scientife research, suggested foat the 
Aswan and Sa^a spas cooperate to accomodate ta^^^needs all 

as Aswan IS a wiiuer ^ and Saf^^^ 

ta,»r. Sta .u*d 

I feel pain, it is not as bad as wben 1 took medication.'’ 
Half^MohOTcd’s mepeoses were covSSl^^e N^tiSS' Re- 
search Centre wlach continues to subsidize foe HoSf 

LE80 per night tmd the balance 

This roeciaiised treatroent could not onlv h^in . 

revenues, said Mdhanied N^'l Abu EI-En^ h^dSf^fSriS 
Research Centre, but the results of the research condSrSf-^?^ 

and Aswan could be pubUshed worldwide. NaSuhS^^h^S 

foe ihemnatism d^Mriments at Kan^ ^ aod MissoiJ^ii^ 
echoed this viewT^ medical 

foe experiments being carried out and assured that tho ™ 

claimii" He added foat scientists are t^re 

Egypt wPducjve^to curative Tourism such af 

oases, and King Maiyuc ““ oaaanya 

















Germany’s Stephan Renter (R) iud Rnsda’s Igor Ko(yvuiov,(L) fight for the l*«n dering a group C match (f^toto: Reuter^ 



it’s a knockout 


As Euro 96 enters the knockout stage, the qual- 
if^ng teams will be looking forward to the chal- 
lenge that lies ahead, writes Eric Asomugha 


EURO 96 


By the tube Ai-Ahram Weekfy 
hits the. newsstands, the top two 
teams each group io the 
Euro 96 soccer championship, 
which will go through to the 
quartetfinals, should be k^wn. 
Whatever the outcome, observ- 
ers are agreed dmt the early stag- 
es of tbe chanqnouship have 
produced some memorable firot- 

Two teams have already qual- 
ified — Getmapy and Cre^a. 
Russia, Turkey Romania are 
out The rest of die teams are 
counting on luck — and skill. 

Gennany, twice winners — in 
1'972 and 1980 — were the first 


to qualify, defeating the Czech 
Reptdilic 2-0 and Russia 3-0. 
Tbe Gomans, known for their 
agility and toughness on the 
pttch, kqM their cool in the 
march against Russia.' They al- 
lowed the Russians, who lack 
'good fimidieTS, pretty fiee access 
to the penal^ area, et^iedally 
during the firA half Tte Ger- 
mans also seemed to be taidng 
care with their tactics, periutps 
wary of tiie strictness of Ae re- 
ferees. Gennzmy/Iost a key de- 
fender to injury during dieir 
match with the Czechs; it seems 
they were anwilling to risk any 
red cards in this match. 


Defender Manhias Sammer 
put the Germans in tbe lead in 
the S6tb minute, before Jurgen 
Pins mann, just back' from Sus- 
pension, scc^ two more goals 
in the 77th and 92nd minutes. 

Meanwhile, Croatia, whose 1- 
0 win performance over Turkey 
was below eiqiectations, woke 
from slumber to thr^ de- 
fending champions Denmark 3- 
0, Tbe new nation of Croatia 
took their opponents by storm 
and shredded their defence. 
wUcb resulted in the collipse of 
the Danish game pattern. Davor 
Suker, who scored two of the 
match's three goals, proved to be 


a real danger. 

Bulgaria, parading a similar 
squad to their 1994 World Cup 
team, including hitman Hristo 
Stoichkov, are fighting to im- 
prove on their 1968 per- 
formance, die only time toey 
have reached the quarterfinals. 
Tbe Bulgarians drew I-l with 
Spain and defeated Romania 1-0. 
Should Bulgaria overcome 
France, they will have proved 
diemseives as a side to be taken 
seriously in tbe future. Coach 
Aime Jacquet of France, who 
dropqied Eric Cantona, is relying 
on new talents, led by Youn 
C^orkaeff, to produce the much- 


needed magic. 

Italy's 2-1 loss to die Czech 
Republic was a big upset for the 
Italians, putting coach Arrigo 
Sacefai under attack at home. 
Mafia Godfather Toto Rina was 
reported as saying, ‘^Sacchi com- 
mitted tactical suicide. His selec- 
tions were suicidal." 
Whether or not Ita- 
ly manage to re- 
gain their form and 
record a win over 
Germany, dieir de- 
feat at the bands of 
the new Czech Re- 
public team will 
live forever. 


Sports 1 7 

On the sidelines 

ITALY coach, Airigo Sacebi, had no regr^ about 
the controversial cinnges to his team d^te Fri- 
day's 2- 1 Euro 96 loss to the ^ech Republic. 

"I would do the same again, wbetber we had woo 
or lost," be said. Sacchi made five clumges in the 
starting line-up of tbe team which defeated Russia 
2-1 on Tuesday. 

ITALIAN team captain Paolo Malidini is to return 
home for 24 hours after his wife gave birth to a 
son, Kristian, on Friday. 

*T an very hap^y, but let's not mix diU up with 
today’s defeat," Mdidini said following Italy’s loss, 
to the Czech team. 

DUTCH mid-fielder Edgar Davids has been 
thrown out of the Dutch Euro 96 squad, coach 
Guus Hiddink confirmed on Friday. 

Davids was sent home after criticising Hiddink 
for dropping him from tbe starting line-up of a 
match against Switzerland at Villa Park, Binsing- 
bmn, on last Thursday. , 

RUSSIA has lodged protests with UEFA about die ; 
quality of refereeing at Euro 96. 

Coach Oleg Romansev said on Friday that if re- . 
forees were not iqi to scratch they should be "sus- ; 
pended or replaced". 

KILTS and Sporrans returned to Wembley for tbe 
first time in ei^ years last Saturday, but the in- 
vasion by Scottish soccer fans turn^ out to be , 
peaceful even thought they saw England trounce 
tbeir team 2-0. 

Police made 64 arrests during tbe day, and re- , 
ported only sporadic clashes on Saturday night af- . 
ter tbe Europe championship match at the Briti^ .• 
capital's main stadium. Major battles between tbe 
ancient rivals appeared to liave been averted, pardy . ; 
because large numbers of police bad been deploy^ 
in Central London. Tbe arrests were fewer thm ex- 
pected and police said they were very pleased by 
tbe behavior of tbe 76,000 fans at tbe ground. 

SPAIN'S Luis Enrique has another chance to leave 
bis mark on Euro 96 and win his second major 
tournament following his Olympic gold medal in 
Barcelona in 1992. 

Tbe 26-year-old Real Madrid mid-fielder, wbo 
has not yet reached his ftill potential, is sure to re- , , 
main ooe Spain’s leading players for tbe next five 
years. 

WHEN Jordi Cruyff scored against Switzerland, h ' 
was not only important for the Dutch team, but vi- ' ■ 
tal for him. ' 

“My goal was liberating," said tbe player who is ' ' 
always compared with his famous falto. “1 needed * 
it for my futore, for myself and for the u^le situa- ■ ' 
tion." ' 

The 22 year-old D utchman must foncy his cfaanc-' • 
es on Tu^day against England at Wembley. Play- * 
ing at outrid^ri^t. he has the pace to dis«»n^ 
the aging Stuart Pearee. 




Squash out of the cold 


Sometimes, all it takes is one win to put some 
penpective bade into a sport on the national lev- 
el. Such was the case fiv squash in Egypt Tbe 
country's squash players haw never really been 
absent finmn the intetnational arena, but as m- 
dividuals they have distingnisbed themselves 
only occasiott^y. As a team, however, h's a dif- 
ferent story. At various cooqietitioDS over the 
piast few years, they have managed to secure a 
plaM as one of die world’s top row teams along 
with Paldstan, Great Britain and Australia. 
Nonetheless, vrixile vjctoiy may not have ehided 
them, recog^OD on the nati<^ level certainly 
did. 

That is, at least nntiJ Aimed Barada led tbe 
Esptian junim team to victocy in die 1993 
World ChampioDSbip. Amid tremendous hoopla 
and fhnfitfe, the naricwial squadi team found itself 
celdirated as an examjrie of reiDcanndion — die 
re-emergenoe of a power that fo ded away fiom 
the limelight as quiddy as it walked into it 

No one reaDy denies diat Egypt has tradi- 
tionally been a strong contender qp the mter- 
squash arena. However, die fbtmula for 
success is not conqnised solely of talent This is 
merely a catdyst iiv victory. ^Ttbout money and 
siqip^ this ridll cannot be devdop^ and the 
end result is that adept pliers may simply lose 
interest and move on. Ahmed Safivat and Abbas 
Kaoud. the natinnal team's coaches, are cases in 
P^ntr Before awMiTning their cowchi^ re- 
oKHisibilities, th^ were players in their own 
right Now residmg in Fn^md, rougjUy 20 years 
ago they were members of die Egyptian n a ti onal 
that uKdc fourth in the 1976 Worid Cham- 
pionship. In 1977, tbe team took third in the same 


Civilizations rise and 
fall, the tide ebbs 
and wanes, and the 
performance of 
Egypt’s national 
squash teams has 
been erratic — but 
for how long asks 
Eman Abdel-Moeti 



Salma Shabana and Maha Zein potential world stars 


co n yeritioo and fourth in \919, But unable to 
find the funding and support diey needed to coor 
tinue pl^mg for E^t, they left for England, 
relying qn coaching jete to earn money in order 
to ieqiam.mi the jxofossional chciut 

Tbe problem that plagued the national squash 
team during' these yem was die same <»e diat 
other iMtiftnai tanmg in Egypt encountered -~- 
federations o p era tin g with a low budget wbo 
were more concerned with team residts than in- 
dividual pe cfortaau ces. The flaw in this kind of 
logic is it ignores a fundament^ foct of team 

* ^Kut lif^ bone individual perfonnance and diat 

Banda, Ahmed Faizy and Karim EI- 
Mirtikawi's victoiyin 19^ helped push this re- 
alisariop forward in the minds, of officials in the 
Egyptian Squash Federation (ESF). 

' *3arada (^Nsed die door ^ talented, a^iring 
squash [riayvrs," said Kaond, Barada's coach. 


“And, a^ toe Al-Ahram Squash Championship, 
Egyptian officials understood now exa^y vtoere 
we stand in relation to the best teams in the 
world. They are now more than willing to pro- 
vide the need^ support for the game." 

Prior to tbe' 1993 World Cbampionship, Egyi^ 
.tian squash pros used to compete abroad at tbeir 
own expense, or by soliciting spoosws. This was 
toe only way they could stand a chance to im- 
qirove tbeir world ranking given that the ESF 
staged (mly two or dnee competitions per year. 

After 1^3, however, ESF officials, dreaming 
of being able to win tbe Senior Worid Cup in the 
near firture, exerted an effort to send l:^ toe 
men’s and women’s national teams to major in- 
temational conqietitioQS like the British Open 
and the US Qp^ Mendieis of the teams now 
have toe opportunity to compete in at least ei^t 
tournaments per year. In a related initiative, tbe 
Supreme CouncO for Youto and Sports b^an en- 


couraging ^rts clubs like the Heliopolis Qub to 
organise intanational competitions, tooeby 
hopefully attracting tbe world's best squash pros. 

For the women's national team in particular, 
tins was a giant step in toe right dhection, giving 
them much-needed intematimial exposure and 
experience. 

“Overseas, I’ve played with squash stars like 
Sue Rite and Suzanne Horner, but championships 
like the Heliopolis International Squash C ham- 
pionships afford me tbe same chances witboat in- 
curring toe travel expenses," commented Salma 
Shabma, worid-iank^ number 33. 

Shabana is one of ^ few women on tbe team 
that has bad a good deal of internationa] ex- 
perience. Her knock on toe door of qiportunity 
came when sbe won thud place in toe Jiadot 
World Championship in Sydney in 1995. ^ 
then went on to participate in the British Open, 
emerging as number 28 in toe world. A brief hia- 
tus, fiom September 1995 to June 1996, set her 
back io toe ranks to numb^ 33. 

Despite her success, no otoer member of the 
women's national team has made h past the sec- 
ond round of toe main draw of any international 
cmnpetftioo. Intemational toutnamenls in Egypt 
may give toese players the chance they need. 

To this end, on toe very near horizon is toe Jun- 
ior Worid Championship which will be held in 
Egypt from 13-19 July. Out of this competition, 
that brings together 137 players from 29 coun- 
tries, Eg>^ hopes to clinch tbe Junior's World ti- 
de f^ the second time. “With Ahmed Faizy, Ka- 
rim El-Mistikawi and Amr Shabana competing, 
we should be able to win toe co mp e titi on,’* said 
thrahim Amin, {xnsident of the ^F. 
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R£dacteur en Chef 
Extoitif 


Mohamed Salmawy 


Prudent 

et R^dacteur en Chef 


Ibrahim Nafie 


Games countdown 

WITH ONLY 29 days to go for the 1996 Centennial Olympic 
Games, Al-Ahram Weekly kicks off its own series on tbe Games' 
final preparations 

The Games at a Glance 
What 

Games of toe XXVTto Olympiad, marldDg 1 00 years of Olympic 
competition. 

WhM 

17days; 19 July to 4 August 1996. 

Where 

The main events will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, but five other 
communities in Georgia and another five outside tbe state will 
host some of the events. 

Who 

The Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games (ACOG) is le- 
^Mmsible for staging the games. TTie ACOG is a private, non- 
{Hofit otganisation. 

Ddegations 

For toe first time in Olympic history, every (telegation invited by 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) has accepted, bring- 
ing the total number of countries competing to 1 97. 

Athletes 

More toan 1 0,000 athletes will crenp^e for tbe gold, including 
nearly 40 per cent more women tom in toe 1992 Olympics 
Games — 3,779 women are expected to compete in toe 1996 
Games compared to 2,708 in 1992. 

Sports 

Tte competititHi will encompass 26 qwrts, 31 disciplines, 271 
events. . 


Medals .. 

1,838 total — 604 gold — 
ones for competition ties. 


will be awarded, excluding additional 


Veones 

29 oompetition venues; 29 Olympic arts festival venues; total of 
1 8 1 venues, includxiig all non-competition venues; en mmwirf cen- 
ters, medical facilities, training and warm-up sites, warehouses 
and bo^tality centres. 

Edited by Inas Mazhar h 


ARCE EGYPTIAN ANTIQUITY PROJECT 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


FOR THE MASTER PLAN PRESERVATION & 
PRESENTATION OF THE DISTRICT OF OLD CAIRO 


The Egyptian Antiquities Project CEAP) of the American 
Research Center in Egypt, inc under its USMO 

Grant Na 263-OOOQ-G-OO- 3089-00 is soliciting priced 
proposals from qualified, experienced professional 
organizations & individuals to prepare the Master 
Han: PresefvatlQn & Preseolation of the District of 
Old Cairo . Proposals will be competitively evaluated. 


Proposals are due in Cairo at the ARCE Egyptian 
Antiquities Project Offices on or before 1 PM 
Cairo time on Sept 19, 1996, 


Review and selection may take up to two (2) months. 
Approx four (4) addition^ months are estimated for 
approval by government authorities before the work 
can commence, interested parties may ototn a RFP 
package from ARCE/EAP fr^ June 15. Send request 
byrraolor fax: 


2 Midan Kasr Al-Dubara, Garden City, Cairo, Egypt 
(fax) 202-354-8622 or 30 East 20th Street 
Suite 401. New York NY 10003-131 
(fax) 212-529-6856 


Telephone requests in Cairo for the RFP Package 
may be made to 354-8622. 



Af Vit 


Sunny Supermarket 

Aiehandessin Crancti. 
Your LE 50 purchases will 

give you worthy gifts 
Gifts are offered by maior 
International companies from 
14/6 - 30/6/1996 


Baraka 



SHARD 

PURE com OIL 


mOvenMck"^ 

The Outstanding Swiss ICE Cream 

ARAB MARKETS INTERNATIONAL Co. 



X 1 


AGENTS FOFMJO - HUNT.S - 
HAREPO-HIRCHY 


Charge free home delivery 


1 


1 Fouad Mohieldin Square 
Gameat El Dowal El Arabia 
Mohandessin 
Dr. Mostafa Mahmoud Sq. 
Tel:3468480/3031731 
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Special supplement on Denniark to 
celebrate its National Day 





Her Majesty Queen Margwel II of Denmark 


Tbe queen of Denmark celebrates 
her country's National Day every 
year in June. Denmark — one of 
the NorViem European countries 
and one of tiie Scandin^an coun- 
tries — has strong poltUcal and ec- 
onorricai relations witii the Arab 
world and Egypt in particular. 

For that reason AI-Ahram thought 
of issuing this supplement which 
demonstrates the good relations be- 
tween both countries. On this occa- 
sion it is our pleasure to thank the 
Egyptian onbassador in Co- 
penhagen, Taher Khalifa, and the 
head of the EgypOm Cornner^ 
Relations ^tee in Copenhagen, 
'Ala Qanawi, the staff of the Egyp- 
tian Embassy and the chamber of 
commerce and the Egyptian com- 
munity in Denmark for th^ coop- 
eration with At-Ahmm in issuing this 
supplement We wish them best of 
luck in the service of oir beloved 
cowtiy, Egypt. 


Statement by Mr Pool Nielson, minister for develq)iiient coop^^on of tfae government of Denmark- 


Denmark strongly supports 
Egypt’s efforts for peace in the Middle 





Let me first express my ap- 
predation to the editors of At- 
Ahram for taking this initiative to 
promote the relations between 
Denmaric and Egypt 
In January this year I had the 
pleasure of vistting Egypt in my 
present capacity. I had fniiffiil 
arfo productive discussions with 
the ministeis d electricity and 
power, environment flnanoe, 
and international development 
cooperation. I also had the op- 
pcxtunity of viating several de- 
veloptnent projects which Den- 
mark supports. Among these 
was the wafer supply and san- 
itary drainage project in Edfo 
vritich reached the operational 
st a ge in November last year. 
*0118 is the Iriggest single project 
undertaken so for by Denn^ 
and ^ypt and will ben^ af>‘ 
prox. 100,000 pec^e in the 
of Edfo and a number of sur- 
roundng villages by providing 


them wtSi safe iMrtidng water 

and sanitation. 

Danish-Egyptian dev^op- 
ment cooperation began more 
than 30 years ago in 1965 wtth 
a small project to treat dtildten 
and young people wKh hearing 
and speech problems fifom all 
over Egypt Since 1989 Egn^t 
has been one of the 20 priori 
countries for Davsh develop- 
ment assistance. For the perM 
from 1996 to 2000 Denmark ex- 
pects to make avatiable a total 
of LEZOOmn, all 



Poul Nielson 


lion between Danish and Egyp- 
tian compaiies. The. p^ 
gamine siqjports start-up activ- 
ities, studies, training 
pfogiammes, . technical as- 
sistarioe and Improvement of 
occupational safety and hea^ 
as w^ as the extonai envfron- 
ment . 

The '(ti]jeetives of our 
vetopment poScy — as an in- 
tegral psvt of Daash foreign 
poHcy — is the promotion of 
common seasity. promotion of 
democratic 


and EgwJt shoitid e vbhro ^ 
yartnr programme ase awBy 
which witails support to a range 


there Copenhagen: Mohamed SeH 

wtil be im- 


I govensnent 

EI*T3Z8I gjjjj . human 


portant new developments in 
the cooperation between Egypt 
and Denmark. 

— The new country strategy 
for Egypt will come into force. 
This aims at concanbatfog our 
assistance to Egypt vrithln the 
sectors of environment a l pro- 


tection, new and renewable en- 
ergy and energy conservation, 
and water and sanitation in 
UpperEgypt 

— Egypt wBl be induded in 
the Danish Private Sector Pro- 
gramme which aims at es- 
tabTtshfrig long-term coitebora- 


A marked increase in commercisil relations 


rights, creation 
of ecorumic and sodal de- 
veloptnent, stiengtitening the 
role of women in the devdop- 
ment ppcess and ensuring eo- 
ofogiolly sustain^rie devek^ 
menL 

It is our Mention- that future 
cooperation between Denmark 


secMs which t have mentiboetf 
above. We look forward .to 

working even dos er togetiiy ^tt 

ptenrvng and ImpMneni^ifhe 
new sector programmes. 

Let me end by expresdng ;^ 
apprad^on for i te rote . -jf 
Egypt in the peace p r o cess to 
the Middle EasL Egypt has 
played en important roie to try- 
ing to solve corifBcts in the ie= 
gfon and is now an active fa- 
dBator in the uego t ia iio ns 
between Israd and th e PLO 
concerrring the irrqsiemenlMion 
of Ihe Dedarafion d Prtodplte 
and the interim agreement 
which was concluded to Taba fo 
September last year. Denmark 
tony supports toese efifoits' in 
the hope that the resuKwS lead 

to peace in tire ansa. 




At Novo Nordisk are determinctf to 

Be *Ific ^est in our core Businesses and a 
dtaSenging place to ufoii^ l/\karetfie ivorCds 
[eadin£ supplier of insulin and diaBetes care 
products. We also manufacture a variety of 
other pharmaceutical products Jurthemwre 
the company is the u^arld’s largest producer 
of industrial enzymes. 

Novo Nordisk has companies and 
information offices in 54 countries. We have 
manufacturing facilities in seven countries 
lOith major production plants in (Denmark 
and the US. NovO Nordisk has IZ, 337 
employees, cf tvhom 2 ,337 are engaged in 
research and development 
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Novo Pen 3 


convenient and 
accurate insulin theranv 



between the two countries 
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statement by H.E Mr Slen Ulhoit, ambassador of 
Denmark to Egypt 

I should like to eadend my sincere thanks and 
appredaiion to AMhram for orrce again pub- 
Sshing a special suipiement on Denmark on the 
occasion of its Constitution Day, 
and I am honoured to make a 
contribution. 

Over the years Egyptian-Dara'sh 
relations have grown in many 
fields. 1995 saw an increase in 
our trade relations, whidt reached 
a total of LE575mn. At present 
Denmark enjoys a substantial 
trade surplus, but it is my hope 
that Egypt’s ongoing economic re- 
form process vrill lead to higher 
exports, including to Denmark. 

Egypt's exports to Denmark 

consist mainly of fruits and veg- Ambassador Stan LDhoK 
etables and of textiles and gar- 
ments. On the otoer hand, Danish exports to 
Egypt is concenfrated on 3 product groups. They 
are foodstuffs, pharmaceuticals and chemicals, as 
well as machirtery. These account for ap- 
proximately 90 per cent of our exports. 


A 


Deveiopment cooperation has been a prom- 
inent feature In Egy^n-Dantsh relations for weA 
over a quarter of a century. Originally Denmark 
pra\rided assis t a nce in the frNin of soil loans. 
However, since 1989 all development coop- 
eration between our countries 
has been on a gratt basis. To al- 
leviate Egypf s debt burden Den- 
mark partidpated in the Paris 
Club’s debt refief arrangement for 
Egypt in 1991 leadtog to a SO per 
cent debt reduction. And last 
year In connection wito the Urst- 
ed Nations Social Summit in Co- 
penhagen, Denmark unilateraOy 
caneded LE22Sirm. of Egypt’s, 
outstancfing debt to Denmark. 

During my stay to Egypt tt has 
been a plesteure for me to see an 
stsnLiihoK irKxeasing number of develop- 
mssit cooperati on projects being 
launched and complied. I shoidd like to extend 
my warm thanks and appreciation to the rrtany 
Eg)13(ians who are imrofyed to these arid 

vdiosecomtnittnenitarKidecflcationisamajorfoo- 
tor in ensurtog tiietr access. 


Egvpiian-Danish relations; 
continuous interaction and 
unlimited cooperation 


FiSK 




It has been both my pleasure 
arid surprise to know that the 
roots of Egyp- 


tian-Danish re^ 
iations not 
only dates 
back to 50 
yearn of dip- 
lorxiadfe - re- 
Mipns, but 
that those re- 
lations have 
Qcop lUsionc 
roots* that ex- 
tend marry 
centuries into 
the past ISharKhsnbi 

When i as- 
sumed the post of ambassador 
to Denmark last S^terrrber, I 
felt that atthough I hadnt been 
to Ihfo Scandnavian land but 
for a' tew ds^'-Y stil found a. 



solid base of strong and deep- 
ly^rooM rdations. This is 
.wrhat I deady 
sensed in my 
first ofBcfol 
meeting with 
Her M^esty 
Queen Mar- 
garet 11 on the 
7 Septetrfoer 
1995 when I 
presented my 
credentials. 

These feel- 
ings and bn- 
presstons are 
tire same wtiidr 
paves ihe patir 
for unBmited coopecation and 
development pro^iects be- 
tween tile Ar^ RqniUfo of 


L 

\5 nc" 


Egypt and the fOngdom of Den- 


Diplomats 

in 

Copenhagen 





Engineering af better environment 


Magda Nasr, 
m'roster as- 
signed to the 
Egyptian Em- 
ba^ in Co- 
penhagen, 
graduated from 
the faculty of 
economics and 
political science MagdaNasr 
in 1973. She is 
married to Egyptian Am- 
bassador Nasr Mahdi. She 
worked in the department of in- 
ternational ecorwMnicai coop- 
eration in Sudan and North 
America. 










KhaJed Hisham 
Dakfuri is an 
under-secretary 
at the Egyptian 
Consulate. He 
graduated from 
Ain Shams Uni- 
versity in 1984. 

He was an un- 
der-secretary in Khaled Dahrari 
Oie embassy to 
Copenhagen in 1985. 
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Nafie Osman r~2||K~ 
graduated from 
the Faculty of ‘ \ 

Commerce, Cal- * 

ro Universify in ; •; / . . ' 

1975, before 

jdning the For- 1 

eign M'nistry in J 

1976, worktog 

in the general fi- niaBe Osmai 
nance ad- 
ministration and in the Latin 
American foreign ministw^s of- 
fice. He worked in the Egyptian 
Embassy to Baghdad from 
1985-88. He is currently posted 
at the Egyptian Embassy in Co- 
penhagen. ' 


Mustefa /U)dei- 
Azim El-Gindi 
graduated from 
the faculty of 
commerce, and 
worked tor a 'p. 
wlrHe in the 
Egyptian Em- 
ba^ in Tel m . " ' " 
Aviv, before tak- Mustafa 
ing an embassy AMet-Azfrn 
post in Co- 
penhagen. 


Kriiger is die leading Danish cnviionmencal 
engineering company with worldwide esqserience 
in die held of ivacer supply, sanicarion, cfeatmenc 
of domescic and induscrkl wascewater, solid 
waste management and bic^as utilisation. 
Through subsidiaries fCrilger ofim its services 
either as consultant or as conciaaor. Also mar- 
nagemenc, maintenance and ctaining 
progrommes for tedinieal and managerial staff 
are offered. ' 

Kruger maintains a hi^ technical levd by 
(xmetnuousiy developing iu processes, systems 
and equipmehL Most of Kriiger's standard 
equipment is designed to allow for local 
manufacture and thus facilitate bodi transfer of 
teclinology and price savings. 
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Kixiger A/5 
QochcDevi^' 363 
DK-2860 Ssborg * Denrnorfc 
Te/:+^ 3969 0222 
Ftoc H5 3969 2392 
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Special supplement on Denmark to 
celebrate its National Day 



Novo Nordisk: The world leader in diabetes care 





■> ; President Hosni Mubarak 


in an interview with Or Mah- 
moud NaM Abdel-Rehim, 
country . manager of Novo 
Nonji^ in Egypt on the oc- 
casion of Denmark National 
Oayr he said; VfeVe been 
serving Egyptian diabetics 
for more than 40 years. 
Novo Ncxdisk Egypt always 
introduces the most recent 
innovations in the field of di- 
abetes. S«ne years .ago, 
Now Nordisk introduced 
the NovoPen 3, the "insulin 
pen", which is highty rec- 
om noend ed by di- 
abetc4ogists and physidans. 
Thousands of Egyptian di- 
abetics showed great satis- 
laction after using NovoPen 


Our prime objective is to 
upgrade the awareness and 
knowledge about diabetes 
among Egyptian diabetics. 

Novo Nordisk has es- 
tablished a training and ed- 
ucation centra in our office 
to guide patients on how to 
use the NovoPen 3 ac- 
cording to physician's in- 
structkms. 

Novo Nordisk participates 
in symposia, conferences 
and arranges seminars and 
teaching courses for the 
medical community deafing 
with diabetics in Egypt 

Novo Nordisk is de- 
termined to keep on being 



Ismail Safiam 

the best in diabet^ care in 
Egypt under the guidance of 
Dr Ismail Saliam, the min- 
ister of health and popula- 
tion, and the wise leadership 
of Presid&it Hosni Mubarak. 


Environmental protection, a necessity for the survival of mankind 


There is no doubt fiiat a direct 
link exists between ehyiion- 
mental poHution and the 
spreading numerous dl& 
eases, the likes of which were ' 


not known unlfi recently. 

The provision of pure potable 
water .is an essential criterion 
for the survival of mankind and 
Ms protection from such (fie- 



NILFISK ^ 

Vmke&tvaGGuiii cleaner you can get 



*'Danish<^Gemian made 

* Used in hfiost hotels 
and factories in Egypt 

Can function for 12 hours 
contiTKMJSly 

* EfRcient in polishing, 

washing arKf drying 
all kinds of floors 


In Egypt, this concern is now 
reflected in the policies and 
plans of the authorfties con- 
cerned, which inchide tiie min- 
istries of houdng, utflities, new 
commonities, water resources, 
the. Environmental Affairs 
Agency, as well as the govem- 
oretes- Top prtorky has been 
given to water purification, pro- 
jects protection of water re- 
sources, receiving and treating 
industrial wastewater to be 
reused In irrigation, along vrith 
allocating the funds necessary 
for implementing these pro- 


These efforts conform' per- 
fectly with the state's obBga- 
fions with regard to public 
health and protection of water 
resources. 


Eng. Hassan Noureddtne, re- 
sponsible for the Middle East 
for the Kruger company adds: 
*Denfnark has been — and still 
is — a pioneer country vwth re- 
gard to environmental pro- 
tection and fighting all kinds of 
pollution, whether on the Eu- 
ropean or International levels. 

Kruger is the largest Danish 
company sped^ising in the 
fMd of potable water treatment 
arid supply, treatment of do- 
mestic and industrial waste- 
water as well as solid waste 
treatment and biogas plants. 
E^abGshed in 1903, KrOger is 
also a pioneer iwtNn these 
fields. 

Eng. Hassan Noureddine 
joined the company 26 years 
ago, and is now the area man- 
ager for the Middle East He 



Nooreddiae 

'adds; 

Kruger's activities in Egypt 
started in 1982, and comprise 
the design, consbuction and 
equipment su^^ily for many 
projects. These deigns are ei- 
tiier loc^ finarwed such as 
the project for 55 sewage treat- 
ment plants for NOPWASD 
through the aircraft foctory or 
financed by a Danish grant 
such as the Edfo water supply 
and sanitary drainage prqj^ 



iGabe^hueir^i^gTqitia^ 


Among the success stories of Egytians who 
found fame and fortune in Denmark is Gaber 
Shueir, an enterprising young man who first em- 
igrated to London in 1974, where he studied ho- 
tel management In 1978. he returned to Cairo 
to work at the Cairo Sheraton, before emigrating 
to Denmark to work in the hotel field in Co- 
penhagen. Finaliy, hi 1990, he established his 
own company. Universaf Trading Co., spedat- 
ising in the import of printing ei^npment bv 


dudtng offset, 
film and zinc. 

Shueir said that the 
oompany exports to a 
number of cfifferent 
countries. inctuding Gsbcr Sbndr 
Saucfi Arabia, Kuwait, 

Turkey, China, Por- 
tugal, Poland, and plans to export to other coun- 
tries In the near future. 
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Diir 


Meal replacement 


The delicious and healthy way to lose weight 
Contains 30 kinds of vitamins , minerals and proteins 
Easy to use , the only one prepared with water and 
without any complications or side -effects 
The complete natural nntritlon system, Integrated 


100 % 


Available at all pharmacies 

Danish product , approved by the Nutrition 
agency of Denmark 

Registration with the ministry of health, nutrition institute 
no. 1266/95 - 1267/95 - 1268/95 

Sole agent TCHERO INTERNATIONAL LTD. 

TeL 202 240 6505 - 245 3535 - 247 4930 / 
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MASRIA 

BEACH 

Offers for Egyptian ezrpatriates 
in Northern E^ope 


The beauty of the place 


Ausoris 









Absolute privacy 


HOURAS 


Im 




6 year interest free payment facilities 
and more in cooperation with the 

Arab Real Estate Bank 


Nevertary villas :350 

A 520 m2 garden + Swimming pool 

ISIS villas :265 m® 

A 350 m2 garden + Swimming pool 

Houras villas : 180 m* 

A 350 m2 garden + swim min g Pool 

Ausoris chalets : 110 m* 

A 150 m2 garden - A 116 m2 upper levd area 


Nevertary 





For reservation and information: 

Masria Tourist Villages 

16 Hegaz Street - Heliopolis - Cairo 
Tel:2455984/2432527/2460977 Faz:2457031 


The splendour of the beach 


Location : 

North Coast km 16^ . 
Alexandria - Matrouh 
Road 

2 hours from Cairo with the 
opening of Wadi A1 Natroun 
Swimming pools and private 
gardens 

Entertainments and dedicated 
services 

Maintenance and security 
services provided by a 
specialized company 

Marina yacht - ambulance for 
emergency cases 

Engineer - Amr ESd 


B 
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Special supplement on Denmark to 
celebrate its National Day 


B-Light Diet: 

The delicious and healthy 
way to lose weight 



•V, 



According to recent studies, 
■ scientists have reaiised that 
'-'losing weight protects from 
' cardiac diseases and ar- 
\|terioscierosis as it reduces 
.choiesteroi and high biood 
■iipressure. B-Light is the ideai 
jneai repiacement as it is a 



'~compiete nutritionai programme that makes you get 
rid the excess weight thus keeping slim, beautifui 
*~and eiegant especialiy that it contains unsaturated 
"fatty adds, found in vegetable oils, and helps reduce 
^ .cholesterol levels. 

' ■ It is known that during regular diets, the problem of 
>ntamin defidency arises from the reduction of meals. 
‘'-A common misconception is that vitamins increase 
i'^e body's weight. The only role vitamins play is sus- 
'i'taining the healthy balance of a good metabolism. 
,^'Since the human body cannot produce vitamins on 
.".its own during its physiological organic process, it 
.:must have suffident external sources of vitamins, dur- 
' ing diets. B-Light contains 13 kinds of vitamins in ad- 
>^"dition to 14 different kinds of minerals such as cal- 
'"dum, phosphorous and iodine, which is not found in 
I [most of our meals, and plays an important role in 
( ^out prevention. 

i-r- Making B-Light the ideal meal replacement without 
I ''any complications or side effects, carbohydrates, pro- 
'rieins and little fat have been added. The existence of 
vegetable fibres gives a genuine feeling of satisfac- 
'^lion thus preventing depression and weakness oc- 
'^rring from hunger and securing the normal function 
.w.of the digestive system, thus ensuring the body's ac- 
'.'ceptance of normal meals when the diet is over. 

Is B-Light is the only diet product that is added only to 
'■^water in addition to each serving available in easy to 
‘'[carry packets, making it easy to use during work or 
^ travel. 
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Yasser Ral^ 



Oriental Cuisines r 
at the heart of 
Copenhagen! 

^yptian, Lebanese 
and E>nropean recipes 

AbonBakrEid 



Denmark is considered one of the 
strongest European economies 
and is likewise considered to be at 
the forefront of the Scandanavian, 
Baltic Sea, and Polish markets. 

Denmark witnessed an economic 
boom in the middle of 1992 and 
1994. Denmark realised an in- 
crease in its economic growth in 
total local production reaching 2.6 
per cent and continued to increase 
throughout 1996. 

Egypt and Denmark have signed 
a number of economic and com- 
mercial agreements and have or- 
ganised commercial exchange on 
the basis of a cooperative agree- 
ment between Egypt and the Eu- 
ropean Economic Union, signed on 
9 February 1988. Following this 
were a number of other protocols 
involving coal, textiles and cotton, 
in addition to a special protocol 
giving exclusive advantages to 
Egyptian exports. 

In the area of economic and 
technological cooperation which 
helps bind relations between the 
two countries, the formation of a 
cooperative council took place, 
meeting annually to oversee pro- 
jects and issue directives for them. 
The two countries also signed an 
agreement which prohibits tax in- 
creases on capital funds for pro- 
jects involving cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

At the same time, another agree- 
ment was signed between the 
Egyptian industries Federation and 
the Danish Industries Federation, 
calling for the establishment of in- 
dustrial and technical cooperation. 
A further agreement resulted in the 
establishment of the Egyptian- 
Danish Businessmen Association, 
with the goal of boosting com- 


mercial and investment ties be- 
tween the two countries. 

In the area of commercial ex- 
change, Egyptian exports to Den- 
mark in 1955 reached 77mn krona, 
mostly in textiles and ready-made 
clothing (especially T-shirts), pro- 
duce, leather prx^ucts and fur- 
niture. Egyptian imports from Den- 
mark in the same year reached a 
value of 900mn krona. 

Preparations are currently under- 
way for Egypt to participate in the 
African Commerce Week Fair, or- 
ganised by the Danish Chamber of 
Commerce in Copenhagen. The 
Danish side is giving reduced 
rates and discounts to 
countries invioved in 
the fair to encourage 
participation. 

In the area of ec- 
onomic cooperation, 

Denmark provided 
Egypt with loans be- 
tween 1969 to 1988 at 
a value of 8.5mn kro- 
na, with a 25-year limit 



In 1989, an agree- Aiaa Qanawi, h«ad of the nancing 


which will increase to 225rrin kro- 
na annually from 1997 to 1999. 

Paul Nelson, the Danish minister 
of cooperation and development 
recently inagurated a water treat- 
ment project in the city of Edfu, 
funded by the Danish government 
The inaguration took place during 
the ministers visit to Egypt last. 
January. On the other hand, tiie 
Danish government absolved 
Egypt of 370mn krona in loans ac- 
crued by Egypt from 1969 to 1986. 

In the area of direct investment, 
the number of cooperative projects 
between the two countries until 30 
June 1995 has reached 13, among 
these, one in a free 
zone a capital of 
LE130mn. Investmeryt 
costs have reached 
LE304mn. Denmark's 
share in the capital of 
the projects is LE81mn, 
which is 62 per cent. 
The projects are distrib- 
uted in the field of in- 
dustry, service, fi- 
and 


Yasser Rafiaat Hassan is an Egyp- 
tian who found success in Den- 
mark. He emigrated in 1992, work- 
ing in his unde’s restaurant in 
Copenhagen. He learned Danish in 
record time, which helped him se- 
cure a job at the commerdai office 
of the Egyptian Embassy where he 
presently works as a secretary. He 
also provides valuable assistance 
to a number of Egyptian delega- 
tidns visiting Denmark. 


A man of the world 
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Mohamed Kamal 
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ment was signed which Egyptian Commercial agriculture, 
provided grants for var- Representation Office in Within the framework 


ious projects, including *^P«”*'agan 
electrical power, en- 
vironmental protection, and water 
tratment. to be implemented in 
Upper Egypt Likewise, the grant is 
to go towards agricultural projects. 


In 1994, Denmark gave grants 
valued at lOOmn krona to Egypt. 
As for 1995, it was decided to in- 
crease that amount of aid to 
190mn krona, fbliowing the 5-year 
plan between the two coun^es. 
Furthermore, the Danish govern- 
ment provided a grant to Egypt 
valued at 200mn krona In 1996, 


of efforts exerted to en- 
courage Danish in- 
vestment in Egypt, research Is cur-' 
rentty underway studying the 
possibilities of an agreement to 
protect investment exchange be- 
tween the two countries. 

It is expected that such an agree- 
ment will be signed In the near" fu- 
ture. It is hq^ied that the agree- 
ment will strengthen the bridge of 
cooperation between the two coun- 
tries and encourage an increase of 
Danish capital to be invested in 
Egyptian projects, thus doubling 
economic and social growth. 


Mohamed Mustafa'Kamal has been 
attached to the Diplomatic Coips 
since 1979. KamaI.ended a 4-year 
term at the Egypfon , Embassy in 
Copenhagen, which he had been at 
since 1992, heading the counsulater? 
afiairs office and witnessing a num- 
ber of important events in the cap- 
ital, induding: Denmark’s heading 
of the European Union (1993); the 
Intemationar Parliamentary Confer- 
ence (1994); the World Summit for 
Social Development (1995). He 
Worked previously at other Egyptian 
diplomatic missions in New [fehli, 
India; Brussels, Belgium and 
Egypt’s mission to the European 
Union. 
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Gaber Shueir 



Get what you always dreamed of in the world of 
printing technology. 

^pitalize on the unbeatable prices of our top quality 
piquets and receive your demands even before 
you think you may have them. 


Get it all from 


' All types and sizes of offset printing machines particularly 
Heidel Berg and Muller from Germany, Sulana from Sweden 
and Bolar Scissors 
All kinds of printing p^rs and inks 
Spare parts of all types available 
Complete lines of printing computer paper 


Cairo Tel:3-l4-130U/ Kafr Kala El Bab - 
El-Suiita Td;04lV462446 

. A\ t(!oi'chulmcn S‘6 -DK-2650 HvidoM-e Denmark 
Tlf.-4f 31 49 24 06 Fa\:^45 3'l 49 24 99 Mobil 30 4! 13 S6 
■privat tlf.rf5 43 09 22.Sl 

c’l*' fi r \ 


SE-nr'-15Sl 72 S3 


Prominent Egyptians 
in Denmark 



Ahmed Asim 


Ahmed Asim 

BA in commerce, 

1967. 

Worked in the Ministry 
of Economy before 
emigrating to Denmark 
in 1969 where he 
worked in hotels. Cur- 
rently manager of 
Aimy Import-Export 
Co. 



Tarek Rlfaat 


Tarek Rafiaat 
BA in commerce, 
1968. Emigrated to 
Denmark 1978. Played 
for Al-Ahli Club and 
Team Egypt in hand- 
ball. Worked in hotels 
jn Denmark. Cunently 
works as manager of 
EgyptAir in Co- 
penhagen. 



Magdi Ei-Husseini 


Magdi Ei-Husseini 
Emigrated from Egypt 
in 1973 to study hotel 
management in Den- 
mark. Worked for Sher- 
aton in denmark, Egypt, 
Riyadh and Luxor. 
Presently works as 
manager In one of the 
largest restaurants and 
banquet halls in Co- 
penhagen, Langlina 
Castle, on toe North 
Sea. 



Maersk DrSIfng 
is an international 
drilling contractor, 
which together 
Its affiliate 
Egyptian Onlling 
Compagny in Cairo 
operates over 35 
drilling units worldwide 
- in the North Sea. in the 
Red Sea, in the 
Far East, in the 
Middle East and in 
South America - day 
aruJ night. 

In order to secure 
future supply of energy. 
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Special supplement on Sweden to 
celebrate its National Day 




Egyptian ambassador to Sweden: 

Sweden’s 
National Day 
ts a remembrance 
of Sweden’s 
stabilising role 





As Sweden comes to cel- 
ebrate its National Day, we 
remember the positive and 
constructive contributions 


Bgions and cultures to the 
end of bolstering ties among 
peoples of all races and re- 
Dglons in the same country 


Sweden gave to boost inter- and among aH countries as 
national cooperation In or- well 


der to secure peace. Swe- 
den’s name is therefore 
connected to 

inte ma tiwial 
cooperation, 
particul^ty 
through the 
UN and Its 
subordin a te 
organisations, 
in this field, 

Sweden ao- 
cumulated ex- 
pertise. es- 
pecSaHy in 
troubloohboBn 
g, diffo^ng 
tension and Btomdl Neds 





tension and ^mdtNads 
-nanaging cri- « 

ses. Sweden 
is also at the 

vanguad of aid-prosMing Vlftien.i 

countries. lateral 


In ^>ne of Sweden’s mui- 
tifaceted cor^jeration poli^, 
peace re- 

mains at the 
very top of 
Sweden’s con- 
cerns. To this 
end, Sweden 
assumed a 
key rde since 
it joined the 
EU. It took 
part in tiie 
Barcelona 
conference 
and also 
sou^ to for- 
. _ mulate great- 
““***■•“ a EU- 

li^rterranea 
ncooperafion. 
Vlftien .we mention the bi- 
lateral Egyptian-Swedish 


At the top of prtorities for ties, it Is worth noting that 


Sweden comes the es- 
tabrishmait of demoeracy in 
countries of foe world aid 
assisting them in trans- 
forming their economies to 


there are many op- 
portunf^ for further growth 
particulariy in the field of 
tourism. In this regard, 
Egypt has got all of foe po- 


the market economy sys- tentiaJ for a tourism boom 


tern. 

Conservation of the en- 
vironment is of special Inter- 


wKh all its toisist attractions 
countrywide. Private ven- 
tures can benefit from the 


est to the government of increasing commercial ex- 
Sweden which is also cotk change wftich witi finally add 
earned writh enooura^ng di- to the growth of Eg^iCian- 
alogue among different re- Swedish ties. • 



The company's headquarters In Malmd, Sweden 


ARAB SWEDEN INTERNATIONAL AB 




JUST MAIL US YOUR REQUESTS OF SWEDISH PRODUCTS: 

MWiiifsK^ture and packaging equipment, as weii as 
refrigerators 

Production iines of iight cement, and different kinds of 
gases 

•- Timber, paper and iron, army ieft-overs either from 
Sweden or Russia 

Agencies for both Swedish and Egyptian products such 
as cotton and furniture. 

10. Heavy load equipment, tractors ^d breakers 
Consultations services for.any touristic or industrial 
projects and any form of ecological cooperation. 


Contact: 



Addrwss:STORA VARVSGATAN 11Y 
211 19 MALMO, SWEDEN Mobile 
Telephones:00464021 1 728 
004640307840/0046707773197 
Fax:004640307850 




III mm 

Eng. Qadrf El-Naggar 

Arab-Sweden International 
AB, based In Mai mo on foe 
outskirts of Copenhagen, is 
becoming a bridge between 
Egypt and Sweden. It offers 
gn^ opportunity to get ac- 
quainted with what both the 
Egyptian and Swedish mar- 
kets need and produce. 

More than 80 Egyptian 
businessmen paid regular 
business visits to Arab- 
Sweden International AB. 
The result was an export 
dea I for 28 shipments. 

Moreover, 5 major Swed- 
ish companies gained ac- 
cess to the Egyptian market 
where they launched in- 
vestment projects. Skanska 
is one such company, cur- 
rentiy constructing a giant 
bridge that connects Swe- 
den to De n mark. 

Skanska and Masonit are 
among the best-kTKWvn pro- 
ducers of top quality brands. 
Arab-Sweden International 
AB acts as a consultant for 
both companies in EgypL By 
virtue of this link with worid- 
wide manufacturers In vari- 
ous areas. Arab-Sweden In- 
ternational AB introduced 
advanced production lines 
for beef, different capacity 
refrigerators, engines, for- 
rUture-manufecturing equip- 
ment, a hospital and 2 sh^ 
fectories. The company also 
signed a contract to es- 
tablish one of the Itegest 
carbonated water factories 
as wen as a diaper fectory In 
Egypt 

Together with the Egyptian 
government, foe company is 
considering opening a new 
branch in a frro zone which 
will help further aid in as- 
sisting interested ctients. 

The company takes the 
occasion of this supplement 
to shed light on the efforts 
exerted by both the Egyptian 
ambassador to Sweden, 
Hamdl Nada, and his Swed- 
ish counterp^ Jan Sfoal, to 
enhance Egyptian-Swedish 
ties. 

The company extends its 
best wishes for the new am- 
bassadors, Mohamed Sa- 
mih Darar and iOtsten Sei- 
ven. 

Qadri Ei-Naggar, chair- 
man of the company, said 
that the success of the ec- 
onomic reform programme 
is what attra cte d investors 
and giant companies such 
as Skanska to invest in the 
Egyptian market 


Close cooperation between 
Egypt and Sweden 




H.E. King Carl Gustav of Sweden and his wHe Queen Sylvia 

Sweden celebrates its National Day in June each year. Egypt is strengthening its ties with 
Sweden, infoich considered one of the most import^ countries of northern Europe and one 
of the Scandinavian countries vrith whi^ Eg^ has strong pofttical ties, represented by 
Sweden's support for Arab rights in all fields. Likewise, Sweden Is linked aconomicatly to 
Egypt, r^resented in its support of Egyptian industry and tiie national economy. On the oc- 
casion of publishing this spe^ supplement, Al-Ahram would like to thank the Egyptian am- 
bassador In Stockhcrim, Hamdi Nada. and Egyptian trade minister in Stodchotm. Ahmed El- 
Guweifi and the Egyptian exp^riate communty for thek assistance in publishing this sup- 
plement 


Stockholm: Mohamed Seif El-Yazal 


Expatriate’s success sets an example 



I wish to thank AM/vam for giving this op- ing. Accon 
portunity to address its readers on the occa- SEK624mi 
skm of tte Swedish National Day. percent 

The 6 of June has been chosen to be the Na- lamoptii 

tional Day for several reasons. On 6 June of the track 
1523, Gustav Vasa was proefitened the King of den.Thep 
Sweden. On the same date 1809 anew Swed- promising, 
ish GonstibJtkxi was proclaimed, the 6 of June communic 
has also been celebrated for many years in agingtechi 
Sweden as the day ofthe Swedish Rag. vironmentr 

With an area of450,000krn2. Sweden is one aeasforb 
of the largest countries in Europe. In Sweden mation is a 
nearly 100.000 lakes are cmnected in a lace- devalc^ied 
woik of waterways, and many large rivers flow In this co 
from the northwestern mountains through the the mxnbe 
forests to the sea. A long coastline also contrib- creased di 
utes to the character of the country — Sweden which has 
Is located between the Baltic and tiie Nortti to acquair 
Sea. There are thousands of islands sdong the countiy. 
jagged coasL Swedish 

Sweden is a constitutional monarchy, vtritti a Egypt has 
partiamantary form of govern- 
ment The king, since 1973, Cart 
XVI Gustav, has only ceremonial 
functions as head of state. Par- 
liament (the Riksdag) consists of 
one Chamber, whose members 
are direclty elected for simultane- 
ous four-year terms and ac- 
cording to a proportional repre- 
sentation sy^m. Sweden has 
had universal suffrage since 
1921 and the voting age is 18. 

The Arabic Repubfic of Egypt 
and Sweden ate situated rather 
tar from each other geo- chrisler Syhten 
graphicany and our two peoples ambassador of Sweden 
have differeni experiences and 
traditions, in spite of that there 

have been fivety contacts over the years be- Austria jotr 
tween our two countries. Egypt and Sweden panded fro 
have deep and exceflent tong-standhig bt- membershi 
lateral relations vrith each other. We have a issue in Sw 
dose cooperation in the United Nations and In den’s a^B 
other international fora and over the years we most impor 
have had long-standing and dose cooperation during the 
also in the cultural field, where I could mention, new memb 
as an example, the salvage of the Abu Sim be! portance to 
Temple, an operation plannod by a Swedish active partit 
firm. A very wel-know personality in Cairo ft>r coopeiatior 
many decades was the Swedish professor at Meditenanc 
Cairo University Vivi Tickhoim, who has oelona pra 
playad a great role for the cultural relations be- icai procas 
tween our two countries. comes. 

Sweden and Egypt have also long-standing To condi 
trade relations. Swedish export to Egypt in poilunrty to 
1995 according to Swedish s t atisti cs, amount- Republic d 
ed to 1869mn Swedish crowns (L£945mn). wished and 
Compared to 1994, this represents an in- those who ( 
crease in current prices by 32 per cent ter understi 

Egyptian exports to Svveden are also grow- between Eg 


ing. According to our statistics, it went up from 
SEK624mn to SEK775mn, an increase 24 
percent 

I am optimistic about the future development 
ofthe trade relations between Egypt end Swe- 
den. The potential of our bSateral t^e is quite 
promising. Transportation, tele- 

communications, chemical products, pack- 
aging technology, energy conservation arid en- 
viron mental protection, etc, constitute vitd 
aeas for business cooperation. Industrial auto- 
mation is another area where Swedish industry 
devalc^ied a high degree of sophistication. 

In this connection, it sould be mentioned that 
the mxnber of Swedish tourists to Egypt has in- 
creased during 1995 by almost 20 per cent, 
which has given more Swedes an opportunity 
to acquaint themselves with this f^'nating 
countiy. 

Swedish txlateral development assistance to 
Egypt has mainly taken the form of technical 
assistance, various feaslbOity 
studies and, above aD, training. 
Sweden also participated with a 
contribution of SEKBOmn to tha 
estabtishment of the Social 
Fund for Development The ac- 
tivities in the field of training 
have often been taHor-made to 
suit the needs of varkxjs orgarv 
isations and authorities. Fur- 
thermore. Egyptians have also 
been given scholarships and 
grants in order to participate in 
international traning courses 
^ arranged in Swedai. 

of Sweden ^ ^ January 1995. Sweden 
became a member of the Eu- 
ropean Union. With Fintand and 
Austria joinkig on the same date, the EU ex- 
panded from 12 to 15 merrtiter countries. EU 
membership has been the dominant politicai 
issue in Svreden so far during the 1990s. Swe- 
den’s aTeement with the EU is one of the 
most important treaties the country has signed 
during the 20th century. Sweden, now as a 
new member of the EU, attaches great im- 
portance to the Mediterranean region. We are 
active participants In the efforts to expand the 
cooperation through the strategy of the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership. The ongoing Bar- 
celona process constitutes an important pedt- 
icai process that Sweden very much wel- 
comes. 

To cocv:lude, I would ISce to take this op- 
portunity to convey to the people of the Ar^ 
Republic of Egypt through Al-Ahram my best 
willed and at tiie same time my thanks to aR 
those who contrfoute to a dose friendship, bet- 
ter understanding and extended cooperation 
between Egypt and Sweden. 


SWEDISH WOOD 
TIMBER EXPORT 

(Saied El Nawawi) 

congratulates the 
Swedish government 
and people on the 
National Day of Sweden 

Exporter of the finest 
kinds of moderately 

priced Swedish Timber 


Payment Facilities' 

Agents For The Major i 
Sewing Machine Companies 

AKERBY K 1 14 TEL/FAX:46-8-75-83380 
183 35 TABY MOBIL :46-010-214 90 83 







Special supplement on Sweden to 
celebrate its National Day 



Largest chemical factory in Upper Egypt 



Rifaat El-Sayed, Egyptian businessman ibrahim Fawzi (left) talks to Swedish economist of Egyptian origin Rifaat El-Sayed. In centre is Salwa Eid 



Some of the sanitary products made from viscose fibre Research and development of materials 


A perfect example of close Swedish-Egyptian cooperation 


It is known that the soaring required for the production of factories. Moussa, under-secretary to owns the Nye^nska factory, pitals and pharmacies. The 

prices of basic chemicals chemicals. — Producing a fair share of the minister, highlighted that an acquisition which gave company selected Hossam 

can be attributed to the tech- The cost of power nears 50 products for export. Heb! the project is of necessity to Hebi Health Care 15 per Omar to be the agent of 

nical know-how invested in per cent of the production Care has many agents world- the local market, which will cent total viscose fibre pro- Swediife Co. in Egypt and 

this industry as well as the cost. wide, including Sweden. benefit from the company’s duction in Europe in 1994. the Middle East Four items 

costs of advanced equip- — The great potential for — Having an research pen- products. 85-95 per cent of its prod- produced by Swediife are 

ment used to develop these using by-products of this in- tre operating at international It is expected that local ucts are directed towards being marketed in Egypt: 

products. To balance these dustry in agriculture. The by- standards In Egypt. This will components used in the Western Europe. — Swed Active Man: This 

costs, Egypt seemed a nat- products are met with great help guarantee the protection manufacturing of phar- Hebi Health Care also gives rrien over 30 years of 

ural choice for Hebi Health demand, particularly in of patent rights. maceuticals will increase to chose to specialise in the age extra energy, and en- 

Care to establish one of the Egypt. Osama Abbas, one of the 50 per cent. area of producing herbal hances their imrnune sys- 

largest chemical factories in This is in addition to the tra- representatives of the com- As part of its strategy, Hebi medicines. The largest her- terns. 

Upper Egypt ditional factors that contrib- pany in Egypt, stated that the Health Care Group acquired bal medicine factory in Swe- — The Swed Active Wom- 

But why Egypt in par- ute to the success of any latter goal was the reason for the ownership of some com- den Is Novasan which an: For women over 30 

ticular? A feasibility study project, such as Egypt's stra- the speedy cooperation on panies already operating, serves as a production plant years of age, this product 

was carried out, the results tegic geographic location the part of all government of- and is venturing into joint in- for its other clients and is en- adds vitality to the overall 

of which indicated 3 good and the low cost of manpow- ficials to give approval to the vestments. tirely owned by Hebi Health performance of their bodies' 

reasons: er. project. The basic principle re- Care. — Swed Mirit: To alleviate 

— The encouraging at- Salwa Eid. one of the com- mains, however, to acquire Hebi Health care also owns flu symptoms. 

mosphere for investment Aims of the project: pany's consultants in Egypt, patent rights of newly- the Swediife Co., which op- — Swed Climatic: A prep- 

which provides investors — To construct an in- added that preliminary dis- introduced projects. erate^ in the sarne field. aration designed to relieve 

with facilities is un- dustrial base that will de- cussions and consultations Hebi Health Care special- The company's products fatigue and produce energy, 

precedented. velop the materials required with Ismail Sallam, Egyptian ises in the area of producing are in high demand ' from Carefully prepared and safe 

— The low cost of power for operating pharmaceutical health minister, and Gamila viscose fibres. The company health care institutions, hos- to use. 

Agents required in Arab countries 

Contact: Hebi Health Care AB Tel; 46-8-21 41 15 Fax: 46-8-21 41 90 Regeringsgatan 20, S-1 1 1 53 Stockholm, Sweden. Board of directors located in Stockholm. 
Representative in Cairo; Orkidia Co, 180 Road 9, Maadi. Tel: 351-3936 Fax; 378-6747 
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Special supplement on Sweden to 
celebrate its National Day 



Marosef Import and Export: 
Earned trust from timber 
importers in Egypt and 
North Africa 


Imports of Swedish timber 
from Marosef are known for 
their excellent quaTity and 
enjoy a high reputation 
anxmg importers. The com- 
pany continues to open 
new markete to 
import ite prod- 
ucts, gaining 
the confidence 
and trust of im- 
porters. Among 
these new mar- 
kets is Tunisia, 
which imports 
2500m3 
through Sog- 
ebois Co, one 
of the largest 
timber import- 
ers in Tuni^. 

Another Tu- 
nisian company which im- 
ports wood directly from 
Marosef is Somaf in Sfax. 

As ibr the Moroccan mar- 
ket, the company has sent 
imports to Odd Bob at 



Mohamed Rashad 


CasaUanca. 

The Egyptian market, 
howev^, is one off the 
largest international mar- 
kets wiuch imports timber 
from . ScaiKlinavia. 71^ 
company has 
earned its trust 
from many of 
the largest tim- 
ber.. importers 
in Egypt, 

among ‘ them 
Wahba . and 
Sons, Sons of 
Murd Nu- 
reddine, Hilal’s 
Sons, Ei-Bayti 
Co, Mido, file 
Alexandrian 
Company for 
impoffts and 
Cairo Co. To ail of the oonv 
panies dealing and worldng 
with . Maro^ Import and 
Bqxjirt, pe company ex- 
tends its thanks and grat- 
itude. 
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Timber eaqKMis to Sons of Hilal in Alexandria 


Said B-Arawi, owner of Ocid Bois at Casabianca, Mo- 
rocco; Mohamed Ibrahim Rashad and Sture Peterssen, A shipment of timber to Sogebois Co. in Tunisia 
owner of TiB in Sweden 



Wood exported to Sons of Mursi Nureddine 


Said B-Aram, Mohamed Ibrahim Rashad and the genera 
at manager of Boo-H]ortkvam 


Various timber exported to the port of Nazrat, Tunisia 



Timber ei^rted to Wahba Co. in Alexandria 


Ibrahim Hosni, general manager of Ei-Bayfi Co in Alex- A shipment of fimber exported to Somaf Co. in Sfax, Tu- 


andria 


nisia 


MAROSEF IMPORT & EXPORT AB 

A Swedish Joint Stock Co. 

Marosef 

One of the major Swedish 
Timber Companies in Egypt and 
North Africa, extends heartfeit 
congratuiations to the Swedish 
peopie and government and to: 



Mohammed Ibrahim Rashad 



With steady 
steps 

MAROSEF 

keeps on 
achieving 
success in the 
field of exporting 
Swedish timber 
to Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco 


Kail Gustav 

King of Sweden 


Hosni Mubarak 

President of Egypt 


Zein Al Abdin Bin Ali 

President of Tunisia 


Al Hassan Al Thani 

King of Morocco 


P.O.BOX 16 

PHONE : 

08/6380375 

18321 TABY - SWEDEN 

FAX : 

08/6380385 

OFFICE ADDRESS: BIBLIOTEKSGANGEN 5 

CAR : 

070/638 39 35 

TABY CENTRUM - STOCKHOLM 
SWEDEN 

PRIVATE PHONE / FAX: 08/7588074 
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20 - 26 June 1996 



Special supplement on Sweden to 
celebrate its National Day 



A talk about tourism, youth, and sports 
with Egypt’s Yehia Misbah, 
a distinguished businessman in Sweden 


Egyptian exports to Sweden continue to rise 
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The late Alaa Mabrouk 


Yehia Misbah with former Swedish Prime Minister Ingmar Carlson and International 
track and field champion Abdel-^loneim Wahba 



During my visit to the Swed- 
ish capital Stockholm, ! was 
trying to look for dis- 
tinguished Egyptian people, 
virfien I heard the name Ye- 
hia Misbah from too many 
people including the Egyp- 
tian ambassador in Sweden 
and other members of the 
^yptian community. Being 
^miliar with Egyptian sports 
champions, Yehia Mosbah 
rang a bell in my head, and 
I remembered Eg^'s ta- 
ble-tennis champion and 
captain of Ahli team. Mis- 
bah was also a star player 
at Ain Shams University, 
and he is an honourable 
rnember of the Egyptian 
Handball Federation. But, 
iri Sweden, he is known to 
be one of the best Egyptian 
businesanen in Strdmstad, 
south of Sweden near its 
border wflth Nonway. 

The six hundred ki- 
lometers between me in 
Stoddiolm and Misbah In 
the South did not hinder my 
desire to meet him. In one 
of the most beautiful resorts 
in Swede, I made this inter- 
view with him. 

When did you start your 
career and what did you 
do? 

I graduated from Ain 
Shams University, Faculty 
of Letters in 1976. I com- 
pleted my MA in table- 
' tennis training in Sweden in 
1971. From 1967 to 1971, 1 
coached Uie Libyan nationai 
table- tennis team. From 
1981 to 1986, I traded in 
elecfronic appliances in 


Sweden. From 1986 to 
1996, I started also ex- 
porting timber. 

What about your marital 
status? 

I'm married to Salma Ma- 
brouk, daughter of the inter- 
nationai track and field 
player Maj. Gen. Ibrahim 
Mabrouk. Ail the success I 
have achieved, I owe to my 
wife who helped me run my 
business as effidentiy as 
she runs my house. She is 
a typical ^yptian wife in 
her sincerity. I have two 
daughters, Mona and Noha, 
both in secondary school. 

Being a fonner Egyptian 
champion, what do you 
think of sports in Egypt 
now? 

I was wifri Abdei-Moneim 
Wahba during the last 
World Track and Field 
Qiampionship in Sweden, 
and I saw the Egyptian 
team's excellent organ- 
isation. Sweden has star 
athletes In many sports like 
tennis, football, swimming 
and winter sports. Nev- 
ertheless, it would not be 
fair to compare between 
sports in Egypt and sports 
in Sweden, although the 
Swedish were impressed 
wth the Egyptian organ- 
isation during the fifth All Af- 
rica Games headed by pres- 
ident of the Supreme 
Coundi for Youth and 
Sports, AbdeLMoneim Ema- 
ra. I would (ike to praise 
here the role Abdel-Moneim 
Wahba played as former 
president ^ the Sports 




- Allahu Akbar! over the 
airwaves of Stockholm 

Every Friday afternoon over the air- 
waves of Stockholm comes the caU 
to prayer, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Ak- 
bar... from Hdy Qur'an Radio in 
Stockholm, the first — and only— Is- 
lamic broadcast to air in Scan- 
dinavia. The man behind the can to 
prayer is Swedish man of Eg^ban 
origin. Wagdi El-6adawi. 

El-Gadawi exfriained: ‘In 1990 we 
were able to secure the necessary Wagdi B-Gadawi 
funds and licendng to begin broad- 
casting. The aim of tiie bradcast is directed at Muslims living 
in Sweden, whose numbers have reached more than 300 
■thousand in alt parts of the country. This broadcast serves to 
stengthen ties among the country’s Muslims, especially those 
:who are living outside the l^mic world. 

‘Holy Qur’an Radio broadcasts Friday prayers live from one 
of the mosques in Stockholm. Programming also deals with a 
■variety of religious educational material, which is a great ser- 
. -vice in propogating Islam to the Scandinavian region. 

. ‘On behalf of myself and of the Muslims here in Sweden, 
we express our gratitude to the Egyptian Radio and Tele- 
.vision Union for their support of our broadcasts and for pro- 
viding us with material and programming to be conveys to 
.the Musims of Sweden. We hope friat other Islamic countries 
...will offer their support their support in the hopes that Islam 
. will spread furtiier in this part of the world.* 


[Egyptian success in Sweden 


‘Reham Ahmed Ei-Guweili is a stu- 
dent at the German Secondary 
.SchocX in Stockholm, where she has 
proven herself in science, maths and 
• -sociology. For the past two years 
. she has been diosen to represent 
toe school on a number of important 
■occasions and events — toe first 
.t^e a non-German or non-Swedlsh 
..siudent has been chosen for such 
..representation. 

, I El-Guweill ranked at toe of her 
. dass, and she is currently preparing 
-toattemd university. 



Reham El-Guweili 


Body and his services to 
SCYS. As you know, Egypt 
Is making a breakthrough in 
sports. I should also men- 
tion the leading position the 
Egyptian handball team 
took in toe recent World 
Championships and toe 
achievements of otiier 
teams in different sports 
with toe current Sports 
Body President Hanafi Abu 
Taleb's efforts to achieve 
more. 

What is the potential of 
cooperation between 
Egypt and the Scan- 
dinavian countries? 

As you know, Scan- 
dina>rian people make the 
best tourists in toe world; 
their long winter and very 
cold weatoer drive them out 
to warmer countries to meet 
peoples of difF^^t cul- 
tures. Egypt's diverse cul- 
ture however, and its warm 
weather and sandy beach- 
es. are not enough to at- 
tract Scandinavian tourists. 
Tourism is a trade like any 
other trade where the qual- 
ity of services affects the 
rate of tourists. Suitable 
publicity and good hotel and 
transportation services will 
certainly increase toe rate 
of tourists to our country. 

I couldn’t help notidng 
the orderliness of the traf- 
fic in Sweden. How is 
that when there are no o1^ 
fleers in ttie streets? 

That is an Importarrt ques- 
tion. Wito all due respect 
for traffic officers in Egypt, I 
think toe main reason Egypt 


S^ma Mabrouk 

has traffic problems is lack 
of awareness and some- 
times the disrespect some 
peofrie have for street signs. 
As for the Swedish people, 
either drivers or pe- 
desfrfans, they all have the 
awareness that makes tom 
respect the signs without 
the need ft>r officers on toe 
roads. 

What is the best news 
you received lately?. 

Without any exaggeration, 
out of love for my country 
and the democratic policy in 
use now, I say that toe best . 
news was toe safety of 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Ethiopia after the attempted 
assassination attempt 
against him. That is not my 
opinion alone, but of the en- 
tire Egyptian community 
here. The worst news we 
had was toe death of Alaa j 
Mabrouk, my brother-irv-law, | 
and former world track and 
field champion. 

What are your hopes in 
the near future? 

Frankly, I would like to 
meet President Hosni Mu- 
barak to convey to him the 
love, and admiration tiiat 
the Egyptian community 
here in Sweden feel for him. 

Do you have a word of 
advice to give to Egyp- 
tians who want to travel 
or emigrate? 

I advise them to hold on to 
their religiwi. and not to be- 
lieve toe bad rumors that 
sometimes spread about 
Egypt 


The volume of foreign com- 
merce to Sweden reached 
SKRB69bn in 1S94 
($471.65mn), ri^ng to 
SKR1025 in 1995 (with 
SKR567 in exports equalling 
$77mn), meaning that the 
Swedish commerdal bal- 
ance realises a commerdai 
surplus year after year. 

As fv the Swedish econ- 
omy in general, in 1995 It re- 
alised a growth in its Gross 
National Product by 3 per 
cent which Is considered 
the highest percentage Swe- 
den has realised since 1978 
until now. 

The increase In com- 
mercial and economic ties 
between Sweden and Egypt 
continues to bring toe two 
countries closer tiagether 
yes' after year, espedaily 
with ttie establishment of toe 
Egyptian-Sweeti^ Coop- 
erative Committee for Ec- 
onomic, Commercial and 
Tedinical Development In 
1975. Represwitatives from 
both countries have met 6 
times since its founding, the 


last meeting which was held 
hi Stockholm fri 1994. Busi- 
nessmen from both Egypt 
and Sweden have also been 
brought closer together by a 
cooperative ooundl - whldi 
has convened 3 times until 
now, the last meeting having 
been held In Stodtoohn 
in1994. 

In the area of economic 
and tectonical coryerat io n 
between the two countries, 
Sweden has furnished Egypt 
wito easy-term loans to fi- 
nance 7 projects with a val- 
ue of SKR423.5 involving 
electricity, desalination and 
housing. Likewise, via the 
Swedish invesfrnent and 
Technical Aswstance O^an- 
isatirm (BITS), Egypt has 
been given finandng for 9 
consultancy projects, with 
costs coaching 

SKR1 16.6mn, in the areas of 
power, industry, agricutture, 
managerial development, 
environmental protection, 
teleoommunications. health 
and education. 

Sweden has also offered 


training programmes to 403 port 
^typtian trainees through ouri 
BITS, at a cost of the I 
SKR26mn. reac 

The Swedish Fund for In- tiies 
dusfrial De- ^ 

Countries 

shared in toe •" V- 
capitals of 3 . .. 

Svradish com- ; . . 

panles . vrith ' 
an amount of 
SKR5mn, end 

confributed to Ahmed El-Guweia 
the capitals of 
9 Investment 

projects in Egypt with an cons 
amount of LE28mn. Sw 

In toe area of oonrunerdal pion 
exchange, the value of dani 
Egyptisui exports continues expc 
to increase year after year. 

The value of Egyptian Ex- and 
ports reached SKR283-5mn whic 
(S37.8mn) in 1993, rising to from 
SKR376.3mn ($52.3mn) iii Swe 
1994, v^ich took the frxrn of rope 
industrial and minersd ex- prcxl 


ports. The most frnportant of 

our rton-traditiontf sKporte to 

the Swedish market includes 
ready-made dotoing. tex- 
tiles, thread, and carpets, to 

addition to 

^ foodstuffs arid 

produce. 

-V Since 1994, 

: Egyp« Hw 

. found great 
r : : ■ success to to- 

' troductog Its 
. oranges, 

iilr^ tatoesandon- 

- ions to -top 
Swedish mar& 
ket has bead , 
rnetwftogir^' 
approval 

consumers. 

Swiieden is one of thernbsf 
promidng countries In Scaiv 
danaviaforreceivtog Eg^yttah 
exports,, sikto as ready-made 
dotoing (fflos iriedcal, mlRay 
and todustrfal uniforms;^ 
which have become exenyt 
from customs duties aftK 
Sweden’s toctosion in theEu- 
repeari Unkxi, |n addtion to 
prcxluoe aid diemicals. 


Role of tourism offices in Stockholm 


' r. -tS' • *<i 


Sarnia Abdel-Magid, head of 
the Egyptian Tourism Office 
in Stockholm, said that the 
office built after a deddon 
from the Egyptian Tourism 
Authority which wanted to 
take an active role in pro- 
moting tourism to increase 
the number of tourists from 
Scandinavian countries and 
Finland to Egypt. Egypt is 
considered an important 
tourist destination for travd- Samla Abdel-Magid 
lers from these countries, 

espedally in the winter, when Egypt's sunshine comes in 
contrast to the cold gloomy weather that faBs upon these 
countries in October to April. 

The Egyptian Tourism Office is dedicated to tiie fol- 
lowing activities: 

1) . Ptadng advertisements in important ScarKfinavian 
newspapers and magazines within tiie range of tiie of- 
fice's budget 

2) . Participating in tourism expodfions vtokto take place 
in these countries. Having a major wing in a tourid ex- 
positkMi is a sure way to promote tourism and attract tour- 
ists. 

3) . Issuing pubfications from time to time containing the 
latest information on tourism In ^i^t fbese are distrib- 
uted to travel agencies throughout the region. 

4) . Organising information trips for leading media repre- 
sentatives and personalities as the office's guests. Pro- 
motion in this manner goes a long way in attracting other 
people to visit Egypt 

5) . Maintaining connections with other tourism offices in 
these countries, too inform them of what Egypt has to of- 
fer in tiie way 0 ^ tourism programmes. 

6) . Holding tourism seminars in universities £Sid In- 
stitutes, showing promotional films on Egypt 

7) . Publishing an annual report on the office’s activities 
in tiiese different markets. These reports ere important 
sources for facts and figures which are used in pro- 
moticHial materials. 




Mauho Mekank Konsult AB 
MANAGED BY STIG LINDMARK 
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St^ Liodsnifc A Eng. Qadxi E2 Ni^gar 

Co0aboralorw3h Arab Sweden bifesnmtional AB : 

since maity years ir> coristructk^ 

the sale of used production tines to Egypt 

Cote drfriks production tirie 
Light oernent production Ones 
Used^Mckaglng factories 

Tfte coinpany exteixte ite th^iks to 
Mohammed Sedwat B Husselni at the Egyptian 
Tourist Authority, Dr. AdefBZ&ki in Atexandiia : 
andf>. NoniwMnadlbrtheefnbiacing i 

receptiori the Co. was given in Egypt Jj 

TsL*010 29 83 738 - 040 162050 FSxiOA0 153636 1 

Sweden 1 


H.M Royal ORIENT S.M 

Timber Exporter 

Congratulates the government 
and people of Sweden on 
Swedenss National Day 
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Yehia Mesbah 


T 0 



Karl Gustav 

King of Sweden 



Hosni Mubarak 

President of Egypt 


TEL: 00461 02872788 - 0046 1 0 2296809 
FAX: 0046 526 12137 

PRIVATE: 0046 526 40357 - 0046 526 40462 


The most outstaiidine Swedish timber. 
Commitment to Cuality 
Accurate Delivery Schedule 
Dotendal for exportation to all Arab 

coilhlries 

Chairman of the Board ■ 
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tian expatriates: from rags to riches 



Tel: 

468 702-7299 
Fax: 

468 702-1293 
Te/fprA^; 
468647-8945 
Mobile: 
070576-2916 
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A ^ipment awarding to be loaded onto the ship 


Hamdi Shalabi with the owner of Knorr Shipping in Sweden 


Reivwnriied merchant Hamcfi Shal£tt)i is a self-made man. 
He runs a flourishing busbiess'in Sweden, has a high rep- 
utatfori and has gained the oonfidence of all businessmen 
there. 

Shalabi was a boxer when he was 16 years old. He joined 
the Faculty of Science at M-Azhar University. During his 
summer vac^on, he travelied to Copenhagen. This was In 
the 70s, and.1t was a that dimmed the course of his Kfe. 

He continued his acadOTUc life in Swed^. 

As Jgp his career Bfs, he started from scrate^ WlHi re- 


lentless determination, he entered the field of fmportfexpori 
Shalabi. now 47 years old, said that when he Egypt he 

held on to his princif^ which made it easier for him to 
overcome his obstacles. Honesty and adaptability, in addi- 
tion to his unshakable belief in ccNnmitment,' were the keys. 
When he anived hi Sweden fn 1971, he worked in a unl- 
versify hospital In Stoddxilm, where he proved to be ef- 
fidenL He gained a sfodent work permit that was approved 
by the Ministry of Labour and the Swedish police. Shalabi 
realised that his amUtion could not be achieved without 


learning Swedish, so he divided his time between learning 
Swedish and work. He studied c^mistry, then commerce in 
the Faculty of Trade at tiie University of Sweden. Ending 
his studies in 1981, he worked as an accountant in many 
dties. Aftenwards, he worked In the brokerage field, before 
opening a private office. After the fall of stock prices In the 
80s, he opened a smalt coffee shop In Stockholm. He be- 
came a coftee and tea importer from countries such as 
Kenya. Brazil. India and Sri Lanka. Today he is one of the 
lag^ impcxteirs oT225 kinds of tea In ail flavours. 


Shadabi was one on 9 brothers and sisters to whom he de^ 
voted his utmost care. He brought 4 of tiiem to Sweden, 
two of whom bec^ne doctors. His sisters married Egyptian 
bu»nessmen in Sweden. His brother established a timber 
export company, but later died in an accident In Stockholm. 
To honour his brother’s memory, Shalabi continues to run 
his company, currently under expansion. It invests 
SKR220mn and manufactures 200 thousand m3 of timber. 
Shalabi owns the Himalaya Co. tiiat imports tea and coffee. 
Its holdings are worth SKRIOmn. 




Egyptian diplomats in Stockholm 







...dir 


Sheiin Saad Allah 
Undoroocrotajy at the embassy 
Diploma and MA in accounting from 
Duke University, United States of 
America, 1988 

Jdned the fbragn.service in 1989. 

Member of the Diplomaf s Associa- 
tion bi Stodcholm. . 


Ahmed Hassan Daiwish 
Commissioner at the embassy and 
supenrisor of ttie consolar section 
Ucence in literabire, Cairo Uni- 
versity, 1979 

Joined the foreign service 1990 
Worted in the Eastern European 
Affairs Section, the office of the Ibr- 
^gn minister, and was part of the 
Egyptian misstoii to the .Uitited Na- 
tions. 




The Egyptian 
community in 
Sweden 

— Nearly 3,000 Egyptians 
in Sweden work as doctors, 
engineers, etc. in different 
fi^s and sectors. 

— Most of them have 
Swedi^ nationafity and en- 
. Joy foil benefits from it, such 
as social security and 
health care benefits. 

— One of the biggest 
prottiems fadng the Egyp- 
tian communffy in Sweden 
deals yvith their legal st^s. 

— Egyptians in the pro- 
cess of acquiring Swedish 
nationality must obtain per- 
mlsdon from the Eg^an 
Embassy to do so. 

— A large number take 
an active part in Swedish 
politics and Join poGticd 
parties. 


Alfa Laval 
Agri-Egypt 

Alfa Laval Agri-Egypt been marketing 
Swedish dairy production equipment of 
the highest quaRty within all parts of 
Egypt for some time, and has recently 
witnessed an increased demand for its 
mflking equipment and spare parts, 
which follow the highest standards of 
quality. 

The company has a brandi in Minya to 
serve Upper Egypt in addition to a fleet 
of service cars v^ich are ready to deliver 
and InstaU spare parts to forms across 
the country, bringing the newest and lat- 
est in equipment for milk production. 

In its role as one of company's branch- 
es around the world, Alfa Laval Agri- 
Egypt works for the sake of improving 
milk production by providing tiie nec- 
essary means to do under the super- 
vision and guidance of spedalty-tiained 
engineers worldng in this field. 


Success in Sweden 



Intematlorud cello player 
NagI El-Habashi 


Struggling from war 
to peace: 
El-Suwidiya for 
Timber Export 

Said El-Nawavri is a for- I 

mer member of Egypt's 

armed forces who fought - ' .* % 

in tiie Octcfoer 1973 War. 

He continued his military 

career until 1990, when he 

emigrated to Sweden, and 

b^n his peaceful strug- 

gle, worldng in the field of 

contracting, until he Said El-Nawawf 

moved to the field of timber 

export, where he found great success. Making 

use of the discipline he learned from his miRtary 

trafning, EFNawawi established El-Suwidiya for 

Timber Export, providing the Egyptian and Arab 

market with their needs in timber. 



A Message To Egypf s Milk Producers 


Aifo Lani Apri Is the wor1d*s largest 
supplier of mQk production systems, . 

feeding, cooling, milk 'HHr' 

ilQRo processing, management cow 

handling, energy recovery and 
manure handling. 

Our product program also includes a 
wide range of farm supply prpducts, 
cfetergenls, finers, elecfric ferxiing, 
water program and faim maintenance 
accessories. 

i More than 1 million milk producers in 
; over 100 countries are served by our 

extensive number of outlets, shops, 
sales and service v^, and nxde 
trucks. 

Our products satisfy the toughest demsids for pnaffCable miBc 
prt^uctlon by matching animal phystology, rational technology, 
envHonmental standards and hygiene demands, to achieve the quaTity 
expected by our customers 

A' Alfa Laval Agri 

Fg ypt*s milk producers global partner - 
■37 Gamal Salem SL. Dokki Tel;3485803/3485703 Eax;3480792 


The philosophy of Swedish education 





Sweden has a population of 
almost nine miiliOT people. 
About 2 mil Bon Swedes m 
chRctaen or teenagers under 
flte ages of 18. AR of them 
go to school. Primary and 
preparatory schooling is 
compulsory in Swedm. 
Teaming methods depend 
on the age and perfomiance 
of the child. The early ages 
of the children’s education Is 
a period of character buUd- 
ing. The diildren's per- 
sonalities are propped up 
and the prindf^ that vwU 
guide the ^ildren as fiiey 
70 W up and develop are in- 
culcated earty. The educa- 
tional system in Sweden Is 
also designed to develop 
tiie childFen's personaRty to 
the foil. It is designed to 
make them yearn for knowl- 
edge and develop an in- 
quisitive personalfty. TTie 
chlidnoi are encouraged to 
develop a sociable per- 
sonaBty^and to excel at 
sports end develop phys- 
ically. / 

The ^aity years are one in 
which the children team , to 
speak and express them- 
s^ves verbally, in writing 
and by drawing. They are 
also encouraged to write 


stories and to speak in pub- 
lic. they are encouraged to ■ 
be brave and confident. 
There is no room for shy- 
ness or the fear of focing 
people. The chiJdr^ team 
to be tfticulate. Teachers 
encourage chRdr^ to re- 
spect one another, to toler- 
ate difforent opinions and to 
learn from tfieir mistakes. 
They learn to love educa- 
tion and knowledge. ITiere 
are numerous dasses in the 
early stages of education 
where the children's many 
questions are answered. 
This period between the 
first and the fifth grade is 
called the light teaching 
phase”. It becomes in- 
creasingly more complex as 
the children grow older. The 
scope of the studies are 
also deepened. 

The most important ob- 
jedive of the education sys- 
tem in Sweden, apart from 
the scientific dimension. Is 
to give them a chance to be 
creative from the earliest 
age possible. The children 
team to develop sport skills, 
musical talent pdnting, act- 
ing, home economics, sow- 
teg, carpentry, and other 
such skills which develop 


tiie children's intellect For 
example at the end of the 
mid-academic year, in De- 
cember to be precise, a play 
is staged where all pupils of 
the class take part There Is 
no difference between rich 
and poor, intelligent and 
slow diildren — everyone 
takes part in the play with- 
out eitoeption. At the end of 
the academic year, a ^milar 
play is staged where the 
whole school participates. 
Group singing is encour- 
aged. About 55 per cent of 
Swedish schools have 
swimming classes. But in 
the new educational plan all 
schools are to provide com- 
pulsory swimming lessons. 

But the schools alone do 
not develop the child's po- 
tential. There are special 
dubs for youngsters. WItit 
inexpenave fees all children 
attend these dubs. There 
are sporting dubs, which 
give an children a chance to 
learn new ^rorts and de- 
velop sports skills re- 
^rdless of the soda! back- 
ground or dass that they 
come from. There are music 
dubs, dandng dubs, and 
private dubs sponsored and 
assisted by the Stete. 


As for sdentific learning in and to reac 
Sweden, it is almost always temational 
accompanied by practical learn at ai 
experiments in laboratories their educa 
th^ make sure that the ex- we live in o 

periments are Im- 

pressed on the 

chlldren's mem- 

ory. About 95 per It 

c^t of these ex- n ' £ 

Foments entail J- 

visits to cultural 

centres ssid semi- 

nars where the g9HS|B|E||||| 
dilldren are al- 

lowed to ask Azza Abdel-Maqsoud 
questicxis. For ex- 
ample when children start to selves how 
■earn about politics or to various hii 
study poRtical sctence they lived. From 
are encouraged to visit the periences 
Swedish Parliament and to, their teami 
attend the different parfia- Tbishappei 
mentary sessions. Th^ are ademic sub 
also encouraged to meet the form of 
with parfiamentarians from ments in k 
the various poRtical parties, museums. 
The children are encour- The Mini 
aged to love, enjoy and ap- also plays t 
predate politics. The chil- in string i 
dren are encouraged to the novels 
learn what is happening In the students 
tiie country and to freely Ihese playi 
discuss the hottest political around the 
topics of the day. They are different pr 
also encouraged to team no student 
about International issues chance to v 


and to read Swedish and in- 
ternational papers. They 
■earn at an early stage in 
their educational career that 
we live in one worid. 

They also 

— f., leam history 

^ lessons by vis- 
^ tting tiie vari- 

£ ous museums. 

the relevant 
B||^b|||H museums ao- 
companied by 

^HWaqsoud 

see for them- 
selves how the people in the 
various historical settings 
lived. From the practical ex- 
periences they augment 
their teaming from bodes. 
Tbis happens in all other ac- 
ademic subjects whetha* in 
the fexm of scientific experi- 
ments in laboratories or in 
museums. 

The Ministry of Culture 
also plays an important role 
in string plays of some of 
the novels and stories that 
the students leam at school. 
These plays are performed 
around the country in the 
different provinces so that 
no student Is denied the 
chance to view these plays. 
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Gamil Attiya Ibrahim: 

Keeping 
the books 

He has chosen to exorcise his 
demons by compiiing an accurate, 
a painstaking, record of his times 



Wbeo reality is too painful to bear and active re- 
bellion is not in order, a form of passive resistance 
is sometimes develop^ as a conscious strategy 
enabling one to c<^ widi life. Gamil Attiya's sen- 
sibilities were wmmded at a vety early and he 
set out on a journey that continues to tiiis day: a 
journey elsewhere, back diere, back then. 

Gamil Attiya has been calM the bookkeeper of 
fee era, in reference to his literary woric, detailing 
tfa^ years of Egyptian histoiy. In bis trilogy — 
1952, 1954 and 1981 — he descnbes these yeara 
of change in great detail, looking at diem through 
the eyes of various members of Egyptian socieQr< 
He fi^ows his central protagonist, Karam^ 
poOT son of a water carrier, throu^ the social and 
poUti^ landscape of this turbulent period, dwell- 
ing on Karameh’s whipping at the hands of a rich 
landowner (a common occurrence in fee pre- 
revolution countryside) his subsequent marriage to 
the DOW impoverished landowner's dau^ter, and 
fee endless comjiiomises resuhirig in his ascension 
to a finally meaningless social prominence. 

Karamefa could be any you^ Egyptian from a 
deprived background, to whom the events of 1952 
have suddenly given many exciting opportunities 
to tear away at the existing social frbric and rise to 
a positiwi of influence, but who, by 1981, at the 
time of Sadat's assassination, wakes up to find feat 
be has fellen short of lealisiiig his drirams, which 
be misplaced on the way to the tc^. 

Gamil Attiya's best-known work, like diat of Na- 
guib Mahfbuz, is a trilogy; **faut Mahfouz's trilogy 
^lans several generations because his heroes are 
central to his woric. His interest lies wife die char- 
acters and feeir evolution within dieir soci^ and 
political reality, whereas in my trilogy tte events 
of the period take precedence over the individuals. 


I am (oly looking at one geneiaticHi of Egyptians 
and fee various ways in ufeicb change, m fee after- 
math of fee revolution and feeo during the Sadat 
era^ have affected their lives.** But the trilogy has 
failed to put the immarfiate past out of Gamil’s 
mind, and ahhot^fa, as a political analyst and frir- 
eign conespondent based in Switzeriand, be often 
cmifemplates die fumre, the sixties and what might 
have bm remain an import an t preocciqMtion. 

I met Gamil for the first time at the Cairo Ate- 
lier, where his brain-child, a document^ film on 
novelist Bahaa Taber, a writer heinnging to the 
generation of ”fee angry young men** of the 1960s, 
was being shown. Gamil is not known as a book- 
keqier nothing; his scrupulous documentation 
covers an era, carainly, but also its intellectuals. 
The small makeshift theatre was so fiiU of friends 
who had come to remiiusce with die two writers, 
diat <»Iy diose in the fizst rows were able to enjoy 
die screening. Nostalgia permeated fee air uwte 
the young, lad not Uved this magiegl period, 
lo(H^ on enviously. 

A short discussion followed and feen Gamil was 
out, mildly at fee shortconungs of the sound- 
tinck but overjoyed neverdieless at tbe stro^ par- 
ticipation of Egptian intellectuals. **nie sixties,** 
be says, **were the ^Iden era for intdlectuals.*' 

It was, periiaps, his own golden era, 1^ genera- 
tioiL Bin in Giza in 1937, he came of age in die 
sixties. Al~Hidad Yuliqu bi’l Asdiqa' (“Mounuttg 
Becomes Friends"); AsUa't .Al-Bahr Lt^sa bi 
Mal'm (“The Sea Does Not Overflow*'); Al-Nioil 
Ua'I-Bahr r*Dowa to fee Sea**, tr. Frances Liardet, 
Quartet Books, 1991)... most of his woiks revolve 
around fee same Inief decade, deperting for fli^its 
into odaer times, but always returnin g, teminiscuig, 
remembering. 


The day after the screening, 1 went to his house 
in Giza to resume our c o nver sa tion. He lives in a 
popular area on a miiet street, in a small buik^ 
wfeidi he shares wife his extended ftunily, a build- 
ing he has had constructed according to certain 
specifications Ireqring m mind die eomfiut of his 
young nc{feew, who is ctmfined to a wheel chair. 
He wantra his nefinew to have room to move 
around. 

He procnises me a vegetarian lundi. “What do 
you think?*’ he jdees, “we are heirs to a 

drausand years of vpgeta^ trafetion." The prom- 
ise b die lunds delicious. It b a joint effort, 
in which all the finales of the fimfly participated, 
Gamil infonns me. We sit wife our caps of cofiee 
in Ids small lounge. The doo' of the qmrtment re- 
mains open, and ymmg reaves walk in and out 
Gamil b fomiliar wife all their activities. It b hard 
to bdieve that be actually only comes to Egypt ftir 
a fow daj« at a time rmd dial he does not live hm 
now, but in die countryside outside Basel. 

“Tell me about die sixties,** I urge him. **lt was,** 
be say^ “a ^orious period in ^ypt Soe writera ai^ 
artists in oenenL They were not only giveo a free 
hand in feeir production, diey were activ^ en- 
couraged and often sul^dis^" Bo(^ k re- 
members, were availaUe cheaply and in ffeat num- 
beis, new ones as wcil as popular reprints. The 
gr^ Egyptian writers’ weeks were pcpulaiised in 
editiems sold for a few piastres. Excellent trans- 
lations appeared on die maiket for the first time, 
introducing those who had never learned a foreign 
language to world literature. period saw a ren- 
aissance of dieatre and cinema, with productions fi- 
nancially accessible to everyone; “we went to see 
famous foreign troupes and boug^ tickets for a 
few piastres; Eg^nians — > and not only rich Egyp- 


tians — became acquainted wife opaa, classical 
music, ballet and wo^ tbeatre^ Our foOdtxe was 
rebalnlitated and new Tospect and coosideiatkMi 
were given to aityihing creative that toudied 
arts." 

Artists, he says, eigityed a great deal of fteedom. 
Thb is when Ins group star^ their famous mag- 
aane, Gallery 68, of trfiidi G amil was managing 
editor, and ahfaoii^ it appeared sorni after the 1967. 
war, feere was practiodly no c«isoiship exercised 
on dieir article “Most of us enfensed Abdel- 
Nasser’s policies but our grraqi always chose to op- 
erate cm the xnargins of fee r^jme, shunning of-, 
ficlal ^mratuses," says Gamil. According to him. 
only thi^ Egyptian intellectaals who dabbled m 
politics had urpleasanl encounters with die audior- 
ities. 

“That b not to sqr feat mtelle^uab were fi- 
vomed by the r^ime,** be comments. “Tbe powers 
that be were wary of us." Intellectuab who eifeibit- 
ed indqieiident tendencies were kept at a dis- 
tance, mostly under d be re e t surveiUanire, lemiiided 
from time to time drat some boundaries were dan- 
gerous to cross, but Gamil never bad serious prob- 
lems. Politics do not interest him. They reqiure 
powers that he lacks, he says, in particular where . 
covert activities are conc etn ecL “I cannot keep a se- 
cret." be confesses. “Whatever 1 know, I telL" He 
is at home wife history and literature, not action. 

Down to the Sea b, in a way, Gamil's story. The 
main protagonist lives tfarou|h tbe key years, the 
mmhess arranged like codes across tite pages: 
1952, 1956. 1967, 1973, 1977... A ie\*olatioii, and 
a visit to Jmisalem. Of Sayed, fee central character 
and probably of Gamil — Liardet writes: *Tt 
seems now for him and ofeera diat die revolu- 
tionaiy dream will never be realised; and in is 


place, be sees a society wUdi is coniqited and 
wfacse pecple have let thezuselves be be^yed." 

As the erc of die decade ai^Roacfaed — ^ die other 
decade, not the golden one — Gamil m m- 

mours of impadiiig disasier while annlang bis 
shiska in his fevounto gahiea (or gafotio, in tu$ 
ridi Sa'idi accent), Zafaret Al-Bustan. This is when 
he decided fear he-could no longer live in 

He left Egypt in. die laft years die ’70s. His 
wife, whom he bad met in in 19^ was 
Swiss. Switzeriand, therefori^ seemed a logical 
place to settle: living outside ^ypt, however, did 
not bring dra relief CSsnil bad expect ’There was 
to be no “go^ down to fee sea"'twioe. He 
coveted d& it was not easy fo be tru^ilaiited. 
Free to tfaiidc and write as he pleased, he dM not 
thrive, The Swiss landscqie sp(^ of deadi, he fell 
He went' info sevoe dqitessiOQ frr dsee yeas. The 
danrung little from garden seemed a oemeteiy. 
But professional o p port u nities were presenting 
feeinselves .and.Gmnil slowiy be c a m e acenstomed 
to the ffiodon comftMts be oc^ now ctgoy. 

Exile, s everywhere. Ibere, be yearns Cairo. 
Here, he longs fm tbe past. The exOe'is not vol- 
UDt^; nor is k'fcxced. Not once, not tmee, to 
agto and again, he goes down to die sea — “dw 
sea stretdttDg out before us. The sea of Cfeo. Tbe 
sea of die cemetery.' Tins is the real sea... A 
straii^ mad woiid, full of good peofde.” He hK 
found a compromise: Uving abro^ he can write 
about l^ypt and consign to paper bis observations 
and imprisons of a recent p^ whidi becomes 
even m«e alive, widun hiin, fe^ when he strolls 
its mid and crowded streets. 


ProfilG by Fayza Hassan 



My deaicst love, Dim 

yoa the best and faap^ tmthdty. Kram Fhmk, Cdn^ %pL 




by Madame Sosostiis 


^ My good friend Directix’ of 
AUC’s Adham Centre for Tel^ 
vision JounuUsm Abdoflab 
Schleifcr recently told me over 
lundb drat he was oonsidextag 
recommending feat State In- 
fotmation Savke Cbainnan 
Nabfl Osman be awarded an 
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IDEAL WASHINGMACHINE 
. . . BTHEONE 


hoQowaiy faculty position as 
associaie of the centre in lec- 
(^tion of his m^or coohibu- 
tioa to jounralistn in Egypt 
And it seems that be did, after 
all, because last wedc Osman 
was handed a letter of qipoint- 
ment on bdralf of die uni- 
vosity from Semor 'l^ce- 
Piesident aid Provost Andrew 
Ko^ at a lundMon, hosted by 

.< 8 riilwHiw himgftlf , in O^ 

man's honour. I was diese, of 
course, and wife me to con- 
gratulate fee frnmer Director of 
die Cano Intemational fteas 
Centre were fellow associates 
director of Nile TV 
Hamed,DiiectM- of Video Cai- 
ro Mohamed Gobar and sen- 
ior associate and member of the 
board of trustees of die Egyp- 
tian Radio and Television 
ion, Hosscbi Amin. 


NOW...THE W PROGRAMME 
WASHING MACHINE 

IDEAL - ZANUSSI 



RRE... OUR SERUiCES 
WILL RERCH VOU 


Other options 

* 80 tub tuTDs per minute 

* Tbe tub & the dnim are 
made of stainless steel.. 

* Reduces water and 
electricity comsunqition 
with Its half load button. 

* Reduces use of powder 
and eledTieity in fuU-^' 
load washing. 

* Water temperature 
control seL 

* Cold washing water 

can be used 

* Free of diaige instali^cm 
during the warranty period. 


fr One could say drat Mbdi- 
. mood El-Gdiaiy’s kng career 
has aiwwMrt' as gs 

mto Ahnost, to not quite. Af- 
ter fee I9S2 Revolution, be be- 
came the head of fee committee 
for die teock-taiaiig ctf fee Rqyd 
peaces and ooosequeody pro- 
duced what is probail^ the onty 
documented bode on diese pal- 
aces. Tbe first in ^ypt to re- 
ceive a Pb.D. in pifelie tdations; 
El-Gebary e^lished die 
coiH^’s first institute of pul^ 
relatk^ as wdl as tbe Inter- 
iratiosral Academy of PuUic Re- 
lations. Having conquered that 
field — he is cui^y regional 
rq u esc aiu fl i ve of fee fitter- 
national Pifelic Relations As- 
sociation — he decided to 
broaden his faorizoDS and de^ 
icate time and energy to en- 
vironmental issues. And, it 
seems, wife mudi success, be- 
cause be was lecendy honoured 
by £7^ilA(N6' (<fieen toty) 
his work on tbe envitoi^ 
meoL No small occaskm this, 
tbe ceremony held in his honour 
was attended tty various noted 
personalities, inchidiog Head of 
die ^yittian EnviroDiDental Af- 
fiirs Agorcy Salab Bafts. 

as Last week ! was to be found 
living h iqi at a reception, hosted 
tty Amwiwadw Frasicesco 
Atoisi De Larderd, in fial- 
ian &nbassy in edefaratkm of 
die country’s national dty. That 
night, alo^ wife Arab aid 
eigO .'>niha «a Air ^^ r pemhws of 
fee craps, temness- 

men and members of die ItaliaD 
community in Egypt, I was sjv^ 
en a taste of ila dMctt vita and md 
an disdut^ marvellous time. 
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